I NFL'PLAYOFFS 


Cowboys are being 
rewarded for patience 
with Smith, Gregory 

Back page 



MILITARY 

Jury acquits senior NCO 
accused of pointing weapon 
at soldier, calling another fat 

Page 3 


Navy testing smartphone 
app that would give sailors 
mobile access to records 

Page 3 


DODEA to cut jobs, increase class sizes at end of school year »i 


STARS 



STRIPES. 

stripescom 


Volume 77, No. 190 ©ss 2019 THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 2019 ll»fE^^* 7 k 7 Ta 23 Si 7 ^ ^«¥ 5 o 500/Free to Deployed Areas 


AFGHANISTAN 


New plans 
would have 
fewer troops 
withdrawing 

By Dan Lamothe 

AND Josh Dawsey 

The Washington Post 

The U.S. military is drafting 
plans to withdraw a few thousand 
troops from Afghanistan while 
continuing all m^or missions 
in the longest war in American 
history, U.S. officials said, three 
weeks after President Donald 
Trump sought options for a more 
drastic pullout. 

The planning is underway 
after Trump ordered the Penta¬ 
gon to prepare the withdrawal of 
up to half of the about 14,000 U.S. 
troops deployed in Afghanistan, 
six officials said. The officials, 
who work in several parts of the 
government, spoke on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because of the 
sensitivity of the discussions. 

Trump still wants to remove 
troops from Afghanistan — and 
eventually all of them — but the 
current withdrawal likely will be 
far fewer than 7,000, two senior 
White House officials said. Mili¬ 
tary advisers have convinced him 
that a smaller, and slower, with¬ 
drawal for now is best — although 
officials cautioned that a final de¬ 
cision had not been reached and 
that the president could order a 
full pullout at any moment. 

SEE PLANS ON PAGE 6 

■ Fate of ISIS fighters 
captured in Syria 

a lingering question 

Page 7 

■ US refutes reports 
of civilian casualties 
after airstrike in Syria 

Page 7 


Embracing the freeze 


Soldiers diversify survival skills at Cold-Weather Operations Course 



By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

ailing through ice into cold water can 
cause rapid breathing, tunnel vision, 
confusion and muscle tension, but sol¬ 
diers at Fort McCoy, Wis., recently 
learned to overcome the shock. 

The training was part of a cold-weath¬ 
er course established in early 2017, as 
the military shifted its focus from Middle East 
wars to what the base’s training chief Ed Cams 
called “full-spectrum, decisive-action opera¬ 
tions” requiring the ability to go anywhere in the 


world, including far northern latitudes. 

One-by-one last month, 39 students dropped 
through a hole in the thick ice over the post’s Big 
Sandy Lake, an Army statement said this week. 

Their reactions were immediate — gasping, 
cringing, clenching teeth. 

“The onset of panic generally introduces it¬ 
self quickly,” said Joe Ernst, an instructor at the 
base’s Cold-Weather Operations Course, accord¬ 
ing to the Army statement. “If not trained for, [a 
fall into cold water] can produce unnecessary 
casualties.” 

SEE FREEZE ON PAGE 3 


A soldier climbs out of 
a hole cut into ice-covered 
Big Sandy Lake after 
jumping in the water as part 
of cold-water immersion 
training Dec. 13 at Fort 
McCoy, Wis. Students 
also were trained on cold- 
weather subjects, including 
skiing and snowshoeing, 
and on how to use gear that 
could help them operate 
in a cold climate. 

Scott T. Sturkol 

Courtesy of the U.S. Army 
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U.S. Forces Japan commander Lt. Gen. Jerry Martinez speaks with reporters at the 
Japan National Press Club in Tokyo on Wednesday. 


USFJ head 
calls for 
rigorous 
training 

By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — United States forces in the 
Far East need to train hard at night and in 
bad weather to deter adversaries, Ameri¬ 
ca’s top general in Japan told local report¬ 
ers Wednesday. 

Air Force Lt. Gen. Jerry Martinez, near¬ 
ing the end of a more than two-year stint 
as commander of U.S. Forces Japan, spoke 
about safety and readiness and other top¬ 
ics during a question-and-answer session 
at the Japan National Press Club. 

He began by thanking Japanese forces 
for their search and rescue efforts last 
month after a pair of U.S. military aircraft 
collided during nighttime training over the 
Philippine Sea. Six Marines were killed in 
the incident. 

Martinez also mentioned other collisions 
involving the Yokosuka, Japan-based USS 
Fitzgerald and USS McCain in 2017 that 
resulted in 17 sailors’ deaths. 

“The accidents were tragic,” he said, 
adding that U.S. forces have learned a lot 
from those incidents and will continue to 
work hard to remain ready. 

“Our adversaries train at high levels,” he 
said. “If we don’t train at the level that they 
train our forces won’t be capable.” 

Martinez didn’t call out those adver¬ 


saries by name but 
outlined recent de¬ 
velopments in the re¬ 
gion involving China, 
North Korea and 
Russia. 

U.S. military lead¬ 
ers understand that 
training affects local 
communities and they 
work hard to mitigate 
Martinez those impacts, he said. 

But he added that the 
need for readiness is greater than ever. 

“We need to be ready to win if others 
choose the path of aggression,” he said. 

That means training at night and in bad 
weather, he added. 

“Servicemembers are prepared to give 
their lives defending this country and 
ours,” he said. “If we are going to send our 
sons and daughters into harm’s way, they 
must be the very best at what they do. They 
need to train hard.” 


The importance that the U.S. places on 
its alliance with Japan is clear from the 
many recent official visits by officials 
ranging from President Donald Trump to 
Vice President Mike Pence and other high- 
level military personnel, Martinez said. 

He also mentioned efforts by members 
of the Okinawa-based III Marine Expe¬ 
ditionary Force to help Japan build its 
amphibious brigade and how the U.S. has 
brought its latest equipment — such as F- 
35B Lighting II stealth fighters, C-130J 
Super Hercules cargo planes, CV-22 Os¬ 
preys and the USS Wasp amphibious as¬ 
sault ship — to the country. 

More than 100,000 U.S. servicemem¬ 
bers, civilians and family members are 
stationed in Japan, Martinez added. 

“Our presence is a deterrent against 
countries who engage in coercion,” he 
said. 

robson.seth@strTpes.com 

Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Sexual assault 
charges dropped 

By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Marine 
prosecutors on Monday dropped sexual as¬ 
sault charges against a sergeant accused in 
April of having sex with a female Marine 
reportedly too intoxicated to consent. 

Sgt. Morgan Bergdahl, of Combat Logis¬ 
tics Battalion 31,31st Marine Expeditionary 
Unit, was scheduled to 
appear Monday for the 
start of court-martial 
proceedings on four 
counts of sexual as¬ 
sault and four counts 
of abusive sexual 
contact. 

“The charges 
against Sgt. Bergdahl 
have been dismissed 
without prejudice,” III 
Marine Expedition¬ 
ary Force spokesman 
1st Lt. David Mancilla wrote in an email to 
Stars and Stripes. 

Mancilla did not explain specifically why 
the charges were dropped. He referred to 
the Manual for Courts-Martial, including a 
section that requires authorities to take the 
victim’s views into consideration before dis¬ 
missing charges. 

A dismissal without prejudice means the 
charges against Bergdahl could be refiled 
later. 

Bergdahl had been held in pretrial con¬ 
finement on Okinawa since April 25. 

According to a copy of the charge sheet, 
Bergdahl assaulted the unnamed female 
Marine on or about April 21. Prosecutors 
also alleged Bergdahl caused the woman 
bodily harm during the incident. 

Bergdahl knew, or should have known, 
that the woman was too intoxicated at the 
time to consent to sex, according to the 
charge sheet. 

Bergdahl signed on for his current enlist¬ 
ment in August 2014, the charge sheet said. 
He was nearing the end of his four-year 
term when the alleged incident took place. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Navy testing mobile app to access records 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — 
Sailors can now view parts of their training 
records on a mobile device without having 
to plug electronic ID cards into govern¬ 
ment computers. 

The MyRecord Mobile app, beta version, 
allows sailors read-only access to their 
Electronic Training Jackets through the 
MyNavy Portal, the Navy’s online, self-ser¬ 
vice career management website. 

The app, which was released Tuesday, 
is the Navy’s first step toward allowing 
sailors and their families wider access to 
records and services without having to use 
their Common Access Cards as a security 


measure, according to a statement from 
Vice Adm. Robert Burke, chief of naval 
personnel. 

The CAC is the standard Defense De¬ 
partment ID card but is also used to access 
military computer networks. 

The Navy aims to eventually allow sailors 
and their families the same kind of secure 
online access that they expect from their 
banks, Burke said. “In time, sailors will be 
able to conduct all personnel transactions 
using their mobile device,” he said. 

For now, only limited functions are avail¬ 
able through MyRecord, such as accessing 
parts of personnel and training informa¬ 
tion and viewing a portion of the training 
jacket in read-only mode. The jackets hold 


a variety of information, including mili¬ 
tary training the sailor has completed, as 
well as college courses, language skills 
and other information. 

The app also allows sailors to provide 
instant feedback, David Driegert, program 
manager for the service’s Sea Warrior Pro¬ 
gram, said in the Navy statement. 

“Our sailors are tech savvy, and when 
we include them in the process the end re¬ 
sult is always a better application,” he said. 
“We want their candid feedback, what they 
like and dislike about the app and what fu¬ 
ture capabilities they desire.” 

To use the app, sailors must first enable 
a CAC-free setup in MyNavy Portal, then 
download Okta Verify, a Navy-approved 


third-party application, and the MyRecord 
app. Okta Verify lets sailors create a secure 
multi-factor authentication account for the 
MyRecord app. 

Both mobile applications are available 
for free from the Navy App Locker, Apple 
App Store and Google Play. 

Burke said updates to the app will ap¬ 
pear over time. 

“Sailors can expect continuous updates 
to the app that will offer more tools right at 
their fingertips and allow them and their 
spouses to accomplish things that used to 
require a trip to a Personnel Support De¬ 
tachment,” he said in the statement. 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CLopez_stripes 



Scott T. STURKOL/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 

A soldier takes the plunge into a hole cut into ice-covered Big Sandy Lake as part of cold-water 
immersion training at the Cold-Weather Operations Course at Fort McCoy, Wis., on Dec. 13. 


Freeze: Troops train for cold-weather service 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The icy dunk is “a crucial task for waterborne 
operations” and helps build confidence, Ernst said. 
It’s a key part of the course, which began its third 
training season in early December, just days after 
an 8-inch snowfall. 

Course instructors helped students slow their 
breathing and regain physical and mental con¬ 
trol. Emergency responders waited nearby as a 
precaution. 

“Once they are in the water, they will stay in any¬ 
where from one to three minutes but never longer 
than three minutes,” said Bill Hamilton, the lead 
course instructor, who works for the contracting 
firm Veterans Range Solutions, the Army statement 
said. 

The students were also taught extraction and re¬ 
covery techniques, such as how to quickly build a 
fire to warm up after the dip. 

The training is meant to prepare troops for ser¬ 
vice in Arctic and sub-Arctic zones and modeled 
on a course taught by the Army Northern Warfare 
Training Center in Black Rapids, Alaska. 

Course staff includes Army and Marine veterans 
who have taught at the Alaska center and the Ma¬ 
rine Corps’ Mountain Warfare Training Center in 
Bridgeport, Calif. 

More than 230 students — soldiers, sailors and 
Marines — completed the 12-day training last year, 
which included seven days of overnight field opera¬ 
tions. More than 150 additional servicemembers re¬ 
ceived some level of cold-weather training. 


This year, the course is two days longer, with a 
new march route and bivouac sites, and trainers 
hope to graduate 300 students, officials said ahead 
of the training season’s first course. 

The only Army installation in Wisconsin, located 
about 40 miles northeast of LaCrosse, Fort McCoy 
hosted cold-weather training during World War II 
and was a main winter training site into the 1990s, 
base officials have said. 

Work to set up the new cold-weather training 
course began amid a renewed focus on deterring 
Russian aggression after its annexation of Crimea 
from Ukraine in 2014. 

In recent years, U.S. troops have been deploying 
to locations in Poland, Germany and the Baltics to 
bolster NATO’s eastern flank. In Norway, hundreds 
of Marines are training year-round. 

At Fort McCoy, students also learn skiing, snow- 
shoeing and how to use the ahkio sled — a type of 
toboggan soldiers drag through the snow carrying 
heavier winter gear such as heaters, stoves and 
thermal tents. They also get lessons on terrain and 
weather analysis, clothing, fighting positions, and 
camouflage and concealment. 

“I’ve definitely learned how to operate in the 
cold,” said Taryn Chovan, an Army Reserve Offi¬ 
cer Training Corps cadet with the 16th Psychologi¬ 
cal Operations Battalion of Fort Sheridan, Ill., the 
Army statement said. “I didn’t think it was possible 
to survive overnight in the winter.” 

g a r I a ri d. c h a d @'s t r 1 p e s! c o m 

Twitter: @chadgarland 


Senior NCO acquitted 
of pointing weapon at 
soldier, other charges 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — A senior 
noncommissioned officer accused 
of pointing a pistol at one soldier, 
calling another fat and improperly 
touching a third’s hair was acquit¬ 
ted of all related charges at her 
court-martial Wednesday. 

Sgt. 1st Class Jessica Barboza 
was found not guilty of derelic¬ 
tion of duty, maltreatment and 
disrespecting an NCO by a panel 
of nine male officers and senior 
NCOS. At least six of them had to 
agree to acquit. 

“I’m relieved,” said Barboza, 35, 
of the 2nd NATO Signal Battalion 
in Naples. “I’m just grateful to the 
jury members.” 

Criminal charges were brought 
against Barboza after she declined 
to accept nonjudicial punishment 
following a command investiga¬ 
tion into complaints about her 
more than a year ago. 

“You won’t see these crimes 
on ‘Law and Order,”’ prosecutor 
Capt. Mike Gerrity conceded in 
his closing argument. “But this 
is the military. Sergeant 1st Class 
Barboza failed to put her soldiers’ 
needs above her own.” 

Testimony against her included 
that of two soldiers who said she’d 
pointed a 9 mm pistol at one of 
them during weapons training, 
which Barboza said wasn’t true. 
Another soldier said Barboza hu¬ 
miliated her by repeatedly calling 
her fat, while a black staff sergeant 
said Barboza had touched her 
hair without permission and then 
called it “nasty” when rebuked. 

Prosecutors also said that Bar¬ 
boza had referred to female black 
soldiers as “negritas,” suggest¬ 
ing that Barboza’s comments and 
actions were racially motivated. 
Barboza testified that she did use 
the word negrita but that it was a 
neutral or even affectionate word 
meaning “little black girl” in her 
native Mexican-American, south¬ 
ern California culture. 

She did touch the staff ser¬ 
geant’s hair, she testified, but only 
because “I honestly thought there 


was a piece of paper in her hair.” 

And she did call the soldier, 
a specialist who had difficulties 
with her weight, fat, she said. “My 
intention was to motivate her and 
also let her know I was concerned,” 
she said. 



training. 

Barboza testified that she had 
pointed the weapon at a poster on 
the wall. 

Asked by her lawyer why the 
staff sergeant had testified she 
aimed at his face, she replied that 
it was “mostly out of spite.” 

She said he was angry that she’d 
let other soldiers go on temporary 
duty assignments instead of him 
and that she’d told him to stop 
spending so much time with the 
soldier who complained about Bar¬ 
boza calling her fat. 

“Do you have any misgivings? 
Do you have any concerns?” Davis 
Younts, one of Barboza’s lawyers 
said to the jury in his closing ar¬ 
gument. “She’s a soldier who has 
dedicated her life to the Army. I 
submit to you gentlemen, you have 
enough information to conclude 
she has outstanding military char¬ 
acter, and that alone is enough to 
find her not guilty.” 

Barboza said after the verdict 
that she’d refused the nonjudicial 
punishment and took a chance on 
a worse outcome at court-martial 
because it would have ruined her 
career. 

“This was a learning experi¬ 
ence,” she said. “My gung-ho-ness 
— I’ve always been like that. But 
this has taught me to be more 
sensitive.” 


montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 

Twitter:@montgomerynance 
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DODEA to cut 300 jobs, up average class size 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — The 
Department of Defense Education Activity 
plans to increase average class sizes in its 
middle and high schools next year and ex¬ 
pects to shed about 300 “excess” jobs at the 
end of the school year. 

The change in staffing standards — the 
first in about 10 years — is necessary to 
free up more funds for school needs from 
a budget top-heavy with payroll expenses, 
the DODEA said. 

Class sizes in the military’s school sys¬ 
tem vary dramatically based on school 
sizes and class demand, from more than 
30 in some cases to fewer than 10, students 
and teachers say. 

About 8,700 educators serve more than 
70,000 students in the DODEA, according 
to October data. 

In an email sent to all employees Fri¬ 
day, DODEA Director Thomas Brady said 
there are instances of high school classes 
with 10 or fewer students. 

There are opportunities to “gain effi¬ 
ciencies and better align staffing” through 
a minimal increase to class sizes, he said. 

“Appropriate staffing adjustments will 
result in class sizes that are still below the 
national average and make resources avail¬ 
able for areas like improving technology in 
our schools,” Brady said in the email. 

Current staffing levels will go from a 
ratio of 14.2 students to each full-time 
school employee up to 15-to-l at middle 
schools and from 12.5-to-l up to 14.3-to-l 


at high schools. 

That formula, expressed in “full-time 
equivalent” positions to enrollment, takes 
into account more than just teachers, in¬ 
cluding principals, counselors, psycholo¬ 
gists, aides and other staff, according to 
the DODEA’s definitions. 

The DODEA did not provide data on 
teacher-to-student ratio averages in its 
secondary classrooms. 

The union representing DODEA educa¬ 
tors was quick to criticize the plan. 

“Any cut to school-level staffing that will 
result in an increase to class sizes is a dis¬ 
service to DODEA students and military 
families,” Federal Education Association 
President Chuck McCarter said in a state¬ 
ment released in response to Brady’s note. 

McCarter questioned the need to reduce 
school staffing now, given that the DODEA 
has said it does not expect funding cuts 
next year. 

Brady said in the email to staff, “at this 
time, it appears that an anticipated cut to 
the FY (fiscal year) 2020 budget — which 
would have had significant impacts on our 
resources — will not happen.” 

Nevertheless, “it is important that we 
make investments in our organization to 
sustain and improve critical infrastruc¬ 
ture and education programs that directly 
support student achievement,” Brady said. 

About 70 percent of the DODEA budget 
is committed to payroll costs — including 
pay, benefits and housing allowance for 
overseas employees, DODEA spokesman 
Will Griffin said. 

The remaining budget funds everything 


else, from facilities maintenance and stu¬ 
dent transportation to a program that 
supports military-connected student popu¬ 
lations in overseas areas without DODEA 
schools, Griffin said. 

“As increases in education program and 
operation costs have outpaced increases in 
the DODEA budget, the amount of funding 
remaining each year for things like addi¬ 
tional curriculum requests or new com¬ 
puters gets less and less,” Griffin said in a 
statement. 

The DODEA expects to have around 
“300 excess positions worldwide” at the 
end of the current school year. 

Officials did not say how many of those 
were due to staffing level changes and 
whether the excess employees are teach¬ 
ers. The DODEA said it will help find va¬ 
cancies for affected employees and will 
offer incentives such as early retirement 
and voluntary separation payments, Grif¬ 
fin said. 

DODEA officials did not say how much 
money the agency expects to save from 
staffing reductions. 

“It would be inaccurate to think in terms 
of ‘savings’ resulting from these changes,” 
Griffin said. 

Rather, it’s an opportunity to put more re¬ 
sources toward student achievement while 
staying within budget limits, he said. 

The DODEA is in the process of over¬ 
hauling its curriculum and phasing in Col¬ 
lege and Career Ready standards, which 
set grade-level academic expectations for 
students. New testing to evaluate student 
mastery of the standards was also added 


last year. 

Rather than increase student-teacher 
ratios across all secondary schools, the 
DODEA should re-examine class offerings 
and adjust scheduling to ehminate extreme¬ 
ly large or small classes, McCarter said. 

“Despite Mr. Brady trying to under¬ 
sell the damage by citing some classes in 
secondary schools with fewer than 10 stu¬ 
dents, we all know that such classes are an 
anomaly and are most likely the result of 
classes elsewhere having higher than nor¬ 
mal enrollments,” McCarter said. 

The average class size from the top nine 
states with military-connected students is 
25.5 students for middle and high school, 
the DODEA said. 

But an analysis of high school class sizes 
across the DODEA revealed nearly 1,000 
core classes in subjects like math, language 
arts and sciences with an enrollment of 10 
or fewer students, Griffin said. 

“The sheer number indicates that this is 
not an anomaly,” he said. 

McCarter suggested the DODEA first cut 
“hundreds of above-school-level positions” 
and other “unnecessary ‘experts’” added 
to the DODEA payroll in recent years. 
“There is fat to be cut from the DODEA 
budget but none of it is at the classroom 
level,” he said. 

As of last year, about 9 percent of the DO¬ 
DEA’s workforce was employed in above- 
school-level positions at headquarters and 
in area and district administration offices, 
according to its website. 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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Pentagon: No US personnel 
witnessed abuses in Yemen 


Sailor faces murder charge 
in stabbing death of DC man 


By Robert Burns 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Pen¬ 
tagon has denied in a report to 
Congress that U.S. personnel in 
Yemen who interrogated Yemeni 
detainees for information about 
potential terrorist threats had 
witnessed or were complicit in 
torture or mistreatment of any 
detainee. 

The report, which has not been 
publicly released, was required by 
Congress in the 2019 defense bill 
following a series of reports by 
The Associated Press and human 
rights groups of sexual abuse and 
other mistreatment of Yemenis in 
prisons overseen by the United 
Arab Emirates — a key U.S. ally 
in the Middle East — and militias 
backed by the UAE. 

The Trump administration has 
come under pressure in Congress 
to end its support for the Arab co¬ 
alition fighting Houthi rebels in 
Yemen. In addition to concern by 
some in Congress over allegations 
of abuse in prisons run by the 
Emiratis and their militia part¬ 
ners, critics argue the U.S. should 
stop supplying weapons for the 
Saudi-led bombing campaign. 


The civil war in Yemen has 
killed more than 10,000 people, 
displaced 2 million and driven 
the Arab world’s poorest coun¬ 
try to the brink of famine. The 
conflict pits the U.S.-supported 
Saudi-UAE coalition and the in¬ 
ternationally recognized Yemeni 
government against Shiite rebels 
known as Houthis, who are allied 
with Iran. The Houthis swept into 
Yemen’s capital, Sanaa, in 2014 
and the coalition entered the war 
the following year. 

The AP over the past two years 
has chronicled multiple allega¬ 
tions of torture and sexual abuse 
of Yemeni detainees in a network 
of secret prisons run by the UAE 
and affiliated forces, and that dur¬ 
ing later interrogations American 
personnel may have witnessed 
evidence of the abuse. The Emi- 
rati government has denied the 
allegations. 

“Based on information gathered 
at this time,” an unclassified ver¬ 
sion of the Pentagon report said, 
the Pentagon “has determined 
that [Defense Department] per¬ 
sonnel have neither observed nor 
been complicit in any cruel, inhu¬ 
man or degrading treatment of 


detainees in Yemen.” 

It added that U.S. officials have 
“not developed any independent, 
credible information” that U.S. 
allies or partners have abused de¬ 
tainees in Yemen. 

Andrea Prasow, deputy Wash¬ 
ington director at the Human 
Rights Watch, said she was trou¬ 
bled by the Pentagon’s denial. 

“It could be true that they ac¬ 
tually don’t have their own inde¬ 
pendent information ... based on 
eye-witness accounts,” she said. 
“Even if that’s true, though, there 
is so much compelling informa¬ 
tion that many, many detainees 
have been and are being abused 
by U.S. partner forces in Yemen 
that it’s utterly incredible that 
DOD would not be able to con¬ 
firm at least some of that.” 

The report said U.S. forces do 
not hold detainees in Yemen. 

“Rather, U.S. forces conduct 
intelligence interrogations of de¬ 
tainees held in partner custody,” 
it said. “All DOD interrogators 
and debriefers are trained in the 
law of armed conflict and humane 
treatment standards, and trained 
on how to look for and report on 
any detainee abuse.” 


By Corey Dickstein 
AND Rose L. Thayer 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A Quantico, 
Va.-based Navy sailor faces a sec¬ 
ond-degree murder charge in the 
stabbing death of a Washington 
man, according to local police and 
court officials. 

Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class 
Collin J. Potter, 26, was accused in 
the early Sunday morning death 
of Vongell Lugo, 36, who was 
found dead in the hallway of an 
apartment building after suffer¬ 
ing multiple stab wounds, accord¬ 
ing to Washington’s Metropolitan 
Police Department. Lugo was pro¬ 
nounced dead on the scene at The 
Garfield House apartment build¬ 
ing in the 2800 block of Wiscon¬ 
sin Avenue in the city’s northwest 
quadrant after police were called 
there just after 4 a.m. Sunday. 

Potter was arrested at the scene 
after police developed “probable 
cause” to charge him, according 
to a two-paragraph description of 
the incident in a police report. The 
report did not indicate whether 
pohce had determined a motive in 
the attack. 

Metro Police Chief Peter New- 
sham described the incident as a 
“domestic homicide” to reporters 
during a news conference Mon¬ 
day, suggesting the two knew each 


other. The chief did not elaborate 
on his description, and a police 
spokeswoman said Tuesday that 
the department had no further in¬ 
formation about the incident and 
considered the case closed. 

Potter is assigned to the Basic 
Training School Command at Ma¬ 
rine Corps Base Quantico, about 
30 miles south of Washington, 
where he has been stationed since 
January 2018, according to his 
Navy personnel records. 

He enlisted in the Navy in Sep¬ 
tember 2010 in Idaho, and attained 
his current rank of E-4 in Decem¬ 
ber 2014. He previously served at 
Naval Hospital Yokosuka in Japan, 
according to those records. 

Potter remains jailed at the D.C. 
Central Detention Facility without 
bond and is awaiting a Jan. 18 ar¬ 
raignment, according to D.C. Su¬ 
perior Court records. 

Police initially charged him 
Sunday with first-degree murder 
while armed. That charge was 
downgraded to second-degree 
murder while armed during his 
initial appearance before a judge 
Monday, court records show. An 
attorney assigned to represent him 
could not be reached Tuesday. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


BIG SALE 


BURTOn 

Saturday, January 12 # Sunday, January 1S»10 a,m. - 6 

Join us at Yokosuka MWR's Outdoor Recreation 4 
Center for our annual Burton Snow Sale, 
featuring items such as: 






Bindings 
f Helmets 
Boairds 


• Jackets 

• Boots 

• And Morel 



'fa 



Q 243-5732 








Page 6 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, January 10,2019 


WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Pompeo makes unannounced stop in Iraq 



Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AP 


Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, second right, and his wife, Susan, are welcomed by U.S. Ambassador to 
Iraq Douglas Silliman, second left, as they arrive in Baghdad during a Middle East tour Wednesday. 


By Philip Issa 

Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo visited Iraq 
on Wednesday in an unannounced 
stop on his Mideast tour meant to 
promote the White House’s hard¬ 
line position on Iran. 

The trip comes amid confusion 
over conflicting statements by 
President Donald Trump and se¬ 
nior U.S. officials about a planned 
U.S. troop withdrawal from Syria, 
where Iran is backing President 
Bashar Assad in that country’s 
lengthy civil war. 

Pompeo, addressing reporters, 
said he told Iraqi officials that 
“the fight to counter Iran is real 
and important.” 

Pompeo and Iraqi Prime Min¬ 
ister Adel Abdul-Mahdi discussed 
efforts to ensure the “lasting de¬ 
feat throughout the region” of 
Islamic State, said Deputy State 
Department spokesman Robert 
Palladino. 

Pompeo also promoted the U.S. 
push to move Iraq toward energy 
independence, said Palladino. 
Iraq imports electricity and natu¬ 
ral gas from Iran to meet its en¬ 
ergy needs. 

Iran has cultivated close ties 
with Iraqi politicians and reli¬ 
gious and business leaders since 
the 2003 U.S. invasion toppled 
former dictator Saddam Hus¬ 
sein and destabilized the country. 
Neutralizing those relations will 
be a difficult — and possibly dan¬ 
gerous — task. Iran has the ear 


of several powerful Iraqi militias 
that rival the might of the coun¬ 
try’s U.S.-funded security forces. 

Abdul-Mahdi and Parliament 
Speaker Mohamed al-Halbousi, 
who met with Pompeo separately, 
both said they told the American 
diplomat that Iraq values good re¬ 
lations with its neighbors. 


In Jordan on Tuesday, Pompeo 
said the Syria withdrawal would 
not detract from U.S. efforts to 
contain Iran’s considerable clout 
in the region. The White House 
reinstated sanctions against Iran 
last year for allegedly violating 
the 2015 nuclear deal champi¬ 
oned by former President Barack 


Obama. International nuclear 
inspectors had said there was no 
evidence that Iran was violating 
the deal. 

Pompeo on Wednesday also 
met with Iraqi President Barham 
Salih, Foreign Minister Mohamed 
Alhakim. He stressed the US.’ 
support for strong, bi-lateral rela¬ 


tions based on the 2008 Strategic 
Framework Agreement between 
the two countries, five years after 
the U.S. invasion that deposed 
former dictator Saddam Hussein 
and plunged Iraq into civil war. 

He later traveled to Iraq’s au¬ 
tonomous Kurdish Regional Gov¬ 
ernment in the north to meet with 
officials in Irbil. 

Pompeo’s visit is the third 
high-profile visit by an American 
official to Iraq in the last month. 
Iraqi politicians were incensed 
when Trump last month made 
an unscheduled visit to a U.S. 
base in western Iraq without also 
meeting Prime Minister Adel 
Abdul-Mahdi, as his predeces¬ 
sors Obama and George W. Bush 
had done. 

Trump said on his Dec. 26 visit 
that the United States could use 
its bases in Iraq as a platform for 
continued operations against ISIS 
in Syria. 

The visit left lawmakers smart¬ 
ing and prompted calls to annul a 
2014 agreement that brought U.S. 
forces back to Iraq. Some 5,200 
U.S. troops are now stationed in 
the country. 

Earlier in December, U.S. En¬ 
ergy Secretary Rick Perry urged 
Iraq to sever its energy depen¬ 
dence on Iran and open its energy 
sector to American investment. 
He was in Baghdad with a trade 
delegation arranged by the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Pompeo was expected in Cairo 
later Wednesday. 


Plans: Trump’s Afghanistan proposal triggered alarms among officials 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“Trust me, he’s heard every single argu¬ 
ment on Afghanistan he could hear,” one 
administration official said, adding that he 
continues to complain that many of his ad¬ 
visers want him to stay in “all these wars 
forever.” 

Several officials who described the plan 
were hesitant to name a specific number, 
citing the evolving nature of the discus¬ 
sions. Some said it could be about half of 
what Trump was initially seeking. 

That would mark nearly a full rollback 
of the 3,900-troop increase Trump autho¬ 
rized in August 2017, after months of in¬ 
ternal debate and strong advocacy from 
former Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, who 
resigned last month. 

It also would stand as a symbol that 
Trump is serious about getting out of the 
war, even if he is convinced for now that it 
is not possible. 

“The president is very frustrated about 
our progress in Afghanistan,” said Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, R.-S.C., a Trump con¬ 
fidant. “But an immediate withdrawal 
would be an unmitigated disaster because 
Afghanistan is the center of gravity in the 
war on terror.” 

The discussions about Afghanistan come 
as Trump and his advisers more publicly 
discuss a military withdrawal in Syria, 
which was ordered the same week Trump 
asked for withdrawal plans for Afghani¬ 
stan. Mattis resigned afterward, citing 
differences of opinion with the president. 
Trump initially said he wanted all 2,000 
troops out of Syria within 30 days but has 


since said the exit will be done in an or¬ 
derly fashion. 

But the war in Afghanistan — far cost¬ 
lier, and with more troops involved — has 
mostly stayed out of the spotlight. In a rare 
exception. Trump caustically derided it 
during a Cabinet meeting on Jan. 2 and at¬ 
tempted to tie the military stalemate there 
to Mattis. 

“What’s he done for me? How has he 
done in Afghanistan? Not too good. Not 
too good,” Trump said. “I’m not happy 
with what he’s done in Afghanistan, and I 
shouldn’t be happy.” 

The Pentagon has been virtually silent 
about the situation since as it attempts to 
walk a fine line between reassuring U.S. 
allies and Afghan partners and not getting 
out front of the president. 

Marine Gen. Joseph Dunford Jr., the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and 
Army Gen. Scott Miller, the top U.S. com¬ 
mander in Afghanistan, said late last month 
that they have received no new orders for 
the war, and three U.S. officials said Mon¬ 
day that that remains the case. 

Miller, speaking in a meeting last month 
broadcast by the Afghan television station 


Tolo, sought to reassure Afghans that even 
if there is a partial withdrawal coming, 
U.S. troops will remain alongside their Af¬ 
ghan counterparts. 

“If I do get orders, I think it’s important 
for you to know that we are still with the 
security forces,” Miller said. “Even if I 
have to get a little bit smaller, we’ll be OK. 
We’ve thought about this before, and we 
will be able to do the things that you re¬ 
quire in terms of support.” 

Reports last month of Trump’s plans for 
Afghanistan, and his subsequent harsh 
comments about the direction of the war, 
triggered alarms in Kabul and among cur¬ 
rent and former U.S. officials. American 
diplomats, led by envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, 
have sought to negotiate a peace settle¬ 
ment with the Taliban, and their position 
in part relies on the idea that the U.S. mili¬ 
tary is not leaving until the conditions on 
the ground are right. 

Christopher Kolenda, a retired Army 
colonel involved in previous rounds of 
peace talks with the Taliban, said U.S. of¬ 
ficials are now likely trying to put reports 
of a steep Afghan withdrawal “back in the 
box,” considering the harm they could 


cause negotiations. The withdrawal of 
troops, he said, should occur only after the 
Taliban makes promises in negotiations 
and follows through on some of them. 

“Unilateral troop withdrawals simply 
eviscerate the leverage of our negotiator,” 
said Kolenda, who now leads the Strategic 
Leaders Academy, a leadership develop¬ 
ment firm. “When you’re in negotiations, 
forfeiting more of your leverage voluntari¬ 
ly is strategic malpractice.” 

Erik Goepner, a retired Air Force colo¬ 
nel who is now a scholar with the libertar¬ 
ian Cato Institute, said that he remains in 
favor of withdrawal from Afghanistan, but 
that Trump’s behavior suggests a problem¬ 
atic lack of concern for details. 

“In a combat environment, when you’re 
not concerned with details, it can lead to 
loss of life,” said Goepner, who command¬ 
ed a unit in Afghanistan in 2010. “Anytime 
you’re moving to an end state — and this 
case, the end state is let’s reduce our forces 
— and you are not coherent in how you do 
that, you introduce an incredible amount 
of risk, and that goes to the lives of Ameri¬ 
cans and some Afghans that we fought 
alongside.” 

On Monday night, the president took aim 
at enduring US. conflicts abroad in anoth¬ 
er tweet. 

“Endless Wars, especially those which 
are fought out of judgement mistakes that 
were made many years ago, & those where 
we are getting little financial or military 
help from the rich countries that so greatly 
benefit from what we are doing, will even¬ 
tually come to a glorious end!” he wrote. 


Anytime you’re moving to an end state ... and you 
are not coherent in how you do that, you introduce an 
incredible amount of risk. ^ 

Erik Goepner 

retired Air Force colonel 
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Kurds say US teen among 8 
captured foreigu ISIS fighters 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

U.S.-backed forces in Syria said 
they have captured eight foreign 
Islamic State fighters in the town 
of H^in, including one American 
teen, days after announcing they 
had detained five others. 

The Kurdish People’s Protec¬ 
tion Units, or YPG, said Wednes¬ 
day they had captured US. 
citizen Soulay Noah Su, 16, who 
had been going by the alias Abu 
Souleiman al-Amriki, as well 
as citizens of Germany, Russia, 
Ukraine, Uzbekistan, T^ikistan 
and Kazakhstan. 

The group announced over the 
weekend they had captured two 
purported Americans, including 
a Texan who had once applied to 
teach English to ISIS students in 
Mosul. 

The arrests come amid con¬ 
cerns about whether neighbor¬ 
ing Turkey — which considers 
America’s Kurdish partners ter¬ 
rorists — will be attacked in light 
of President Donald Trump’s call 
last month to rapidly withdraw 
US. forces from the country. 

At least five Americans have 
been picked up on the battlefield, 
said Seamus Hughes, deputy di¬ 
rector of the George Washington 
University Program on Extrem¬ 
ism, which tracks extremists and 
first identified the Texan who 
tried to join ISIS as a teacher who 
was captured over the weekend. 

The program has identified 
more than 70 adults—mostly U.S. 
citizens or legal residents — who 
traveled from the U.S. to Iraq or 
Syria to join jihadi groups since 
2011. The FBI has said about 300 
Americans have left or tried to 
leave the U.S. to join ISIS. 

As U.S.-backed forces in Syria 
close in on the final pockets of 
ISIS fighters near the Iraqi bor¬ 
der, militants are trying to flee 
and planning to slow their op¬ 
ponents by attacking civilians, 
the YPG said in a statement. The 
YPG lead the Syrian Democratic 
Forces, which are partnered with 
the U.S.-led anti-ISIS coalition. 


f 



SOULAY KQAH SU 


Courtesy of YPG/Twitter 

The Kurdish People's Protection 
Units, or YPG, said Wednesday 
they had captured Soulay 
Noah Su, 16, said to be a U.S. 
citizen going by the alias Abu 
Souleiman al-Amriki. 

The latest batch of captured 
foreigners, who came under sur¬ 
veillance while plotting attacks 
on civilians, were captured dur¬ 
ing raids carried out by SDF spe¬ 
cial operations teams on Sunday 
and Monday, the YPG said. 

Aside from the American teen, 
the others were identified as 
Lucas Glass, 31, from Germany; 
Bimuraev Begjan, 30, from Rus¬ 
sia; Askar Zarmanbetov, 27, from 
Ukraine; Sattibek Oshibaev, 30, 
from Kazakhstan; Mohammad 
Dawlat, 22, from Tajikistan; Adil 
Rahimov, 58, from Uzbekistan; 
and Farhad Qaderov, 28, also 
from Uzbekistan. 

The Kurdish administration 
in northern Syria has warned it 
will not be able to hold its prison¬ 
ers if Turkish forces attack their 
territory, according to Rudaw, a 
Kurdish news agency based in 
Irbil, the capital of Iraq’s Kurdish 
region. 

Speaking in Israel over the 
weekend before visiting Turkey, 
Trump’s national security ad¬ 
viser, John Bolton, said the U.S. 


would not pull out until ISIS was 
defeated and not without a pledge 
from Turkey that it would not at¬ 
tack the Kurds. 

The comments drew the ire of 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, who called the com¬ 
ments “a serious mistake” on 
Tuesday. 

“Bolton’s remarks in Israel are 
not acceptable. It is not possible 
for me to swallow this,” Erdogan 
said during a speech in parlia¬ 
ment. “We will not compromise.” 

It’s not clear what will happen 
with the captured foreigners. The 
Kurds have refused to prosecute 
them as they are doing with lo¬ 
cals, Rudaw reported. Over the 
weekend, Kazakhstan took back 
five of its nationals who had fought 
for ISIS, as well as 40 women and 
children. 

Some 14 Americans who trav¬ 
eled to Iraq or Syria to fight for ji¬ 
hadi groups have returned to the 
US., Hughes said, and nearly all 
of them have been disillusioned 
by their experiences. Those con¬ 
victed received sentences averag¬ 
ing about 10 years, but many have 
received leniency for cooperating 
with authorities and offering in¬ 
formation on ISIS, he said. 

Seven American minors known 
to have lived in jihadi-controlled 
territory have returned to the 
US., Hughes said. All but one of 
them were elementary school- 
aged children who had not been 
involved in acts of violence. 

What makes the case for the 
teen captured this week unique 
is that he has been described as a 
“foreign fighter,” Hughes said. 

The circumstances of how the 
teen came to be fighting for ISIS 
will factor into how prosecutors 
treat his case. 

“It’s one thing if he left when 
he was 16 and somehow got over 
there — it’s another thing if he’s 
been over there for five years in 
the mix,” Hughes said. “Intent 
plays a big part.” 

garland.chad@stripes.com' 

Twitter: @chadgarland 


Fate of fighters captured in Syria up in air 


By Deb Riechmann and Susannah George 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — What to do with hundreds 
of foreign Islamic State fighters captured in Syria 
has become a critical and growing problem for the 
Trump administration as it prepares to pull troops 
out of the country. 

A senior administration official said Tuesday that 
resolving the fate of those prisoners is a top priority 
as the government lays the groundwork with allies 
to comply with President Donald Trump’s Dec. 19 
order to withdraw the 2,000 American troops from 
Syria, where they have been working alongside the 
U.S.-backed Syrian Defense Forces to fight Islamic 
State since 2015. 

But there are no easy answers. The official, 
speaking on condition of anonymity, said releasing 
the fighters, among them Europeans and some U.S. 


citizens, would be “unacceptable” since they could 
simply rejoin the remnants of ISIS fighters in Syria 
or elsewhere. 

“This matters because SDF holds hundreds of 
ISIS fighters, including many European citizens, 
and they might go free if no solution is found,” said 
Bobby Chesney, a national security law expert at the 
University of Texas. 

European nations have been reluctant to take 
back citizens with ties to ISIS, not wanting the legal 
challenge of prosecuting them or the potential secu¬ 
rity risk if they are released. 

Moving former fighters to the United States poses 
some of the same challenges the U.S. has faced with 
men detained at the military base at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, including whether it’s feasible to prose¬ 
cute militants captured on the battlefields of north¬ 
ern Syria, according to experts. 



Matthew BRUCH/Courtesy of U.S. Air Force 

U.S. Air Force F-15E Strike Eagles fly over northern Iraq in 2014 
after conducting airstrikes in Syria. Military officials are refuting 
claims that civilians were harmed in a coalition airstrike in Syria. 

US officials refute 
reports of civilians 
killed by airstrike 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

Military officials are refut¬ 
ing reports that civilians were 
harmed in a coalition airstrike 
on an Islamic State-held village 
in eastern Syria last week, while 
observers have warned of dimin¬ 
ished transparency in the anti- 
ISIS campaign. 

Syria’s state news agency and 
the activist group DeirEzzor 24 
said the strike on the village of 
Kishkiyeh had killed at least 10 
people, including four children. 
The Associated Press reported 
late last week. Both blamed the 
U.S.-led coalition. 

A U.S. military spokesman in¬ 
dicated there had been a coalition 
strike in the area but rejected 
the allegation of noncombatant 
deaths. 

“We are aware of reports of ci¬ 
vilian (casualty) allegations, but 
we have no evidence at this time 
indicating any civilians were 
harmed in this strike,” Army Col. 
Scott Rawlinson, a spokesman for 
the coalition, said via email. “We 
take every reasonable precaution 
to minimize harm to civilians in 
our pursuit of an enduring defeat 
of ISIS.” 

The strikes took place in the 
last pocket of territory held by 
the jihadi group in eastern Syria’s 
Deir el-Zour province near the 
Iraq border, where Kurdish-led 
Syrian Democratic Forces have 
been carrying out an offensive 
backed by coalition airstrikes 
and artillery. 

Coalition airstrikes and artil¬ 
lery strikes in Iraq and Syria 
over the more than four years 
since the anti-ISIS alliance was 
formed have been extensive as 
U.S.-backed security forces have 
battled to reclaim the roughly 
39,000 square miles of territory. 

In just the last two weeks of De¬ 
cember, the coalition reported it 
had conducted nearly 480 strikes 
in Syria and Iraq. 


Among the targets in Syria 
were more than 650 ISIS tactical 
units, nearly 300 fighting posi¬ 
tions, dozens of vehicles, tunnels, 
bombmaking facilities and other 
assets. 

Throughout its campaign, the 
coalition has reported details of 
its airstrikes and assessments of 
civilian casualty claims. Report¬ 
ers and activists have questioned 
the assessments. 

In the latest official strike re¬ 
port, released last week, a note 
indicated reports would be put 
out twice a month, down from 
weekly. 

It also appeared to strip out de¬ 
tails on where and when strikes 
took place, which London-based 
nonprofit Airwars said on Twitter 
was a “shortsighted decision.” 

The group, which tracks strikes 
and civilian casualty claims, has 
recorded what it considers cred¬ 
ible reports of dozens of civil¬ 
ians killed by suspected coalition 
strikes since Jan. 1, but it could 
become difficult to link those in¬ 
cidents to specific strikes if the 
report covering that period does 
not list dates and locations. 

Military officials say they thor¬ 
oughly vet each target and review 
each strike afterward. Often, of¬ 
ficials use intelligence assets to 
observe a target for days and 
time a strike to avoid hurting 
noncombatants. 

As of last month, at least 1,139 
noncombatants had been uninten¬ 
tionally killed in the more than 
31,400 coalition strikes between 
August 2014 and November, mili¬ 
tary officials said. 

Airwars estimates the civilian 
death toll is more than six times 
that and warned recently that the 
campaign near the Syria-Iraq 
border has led to an uptick in ci¬ 
vilian casualties. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 

Twitter: @chadgarland 
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VETERANS 



Joe GROMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 


Rep. Mark Takano, D-Calif., left, speaks in favor of benefits for “Blue Water” Navy 
veterans at a press conference in December. Takano, now chairman on the House 
Veterans' Affairs committee, and then-chairman Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., right, have 
introduced bills to extend benefits to the affected veterans. 


House to 
try again 
on 'Blue 
Water' bill 

By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Just days into the 
new congressional session, some House 
lawmakers are trying again to secure ben¬ 
efits for thousands of veterans who served 
on ships off the coast during the Vietnam 
War — an effort that failed by the time the 
115th Congress ended last month. 

Rep. Mark Takano, D-Calif, and Rep. 
Phil Roe, R-Tenn., introduced bills at the 
start of the 116th Congress to extend ben¬ 
efits to “Blue Water” Navy veterans. Last 
year, identical legislation unanimously 
passed the House but stalled in the Senate 
because of cost concerns. 

“The 116th Congress has officially been 
sworn in, and thousands of veterans are 
still waiting for their government to deliv¬ 
er on its promise and grant them the ben¬ 
efits they have earned,” said Takano, the 
new chairman of the House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

In his first act as chairman, Takano is¬ 
sued a letter Tuesday to House members, 
looking for more sponsors to sign onto the 
Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 
2019. 

The bill is the same as the one passed by 
the House in 2018. It would extend Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs health care and 
disability compensation to an estimated 
90,000 veterans who aren’t eligible. 


Blue Water Navy veterans have been 
fighting for years to prove they were ex¬ 
posed to Agent Orange, a dioxin-laden 
herbicide that’s been found to cause respi¬ 
ratory cancers, Parkinson’s disease, heart 
disease and other conditions. 

Ground troops and others who served in 
inland waterways during the Vietnam War 
are already presumed to have been ex¬ 
posed to Agent Orange and granted easier 
access to benefits. 

The Blue Water bill stalled in the Senate 
last year after VA Secretary Robert Wilkie 
and several former VA secretaries came 
out against it despite widespread support 
among veterans organizations. Wilkie 
cited high costs and insufficient scientific 
evidence that the veterans were exposed to 
Agent Orange. 

As the end of the session neared in De¬ 
cember, Sen. Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., and 
Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., leaders of the Sen¬ 
ate Veterans’ Affairs Committee, continued 
to plead with senators to pass the bill. 

There were multiple efforts last month to 


pass the bill on unanimous consent, which 
expedites approval but can be stopped if 
one senator objects. 

Two holdouts objected: Sen. Mike Enzi, 
R-Wyo., and Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah. Both 
senators wanted to wait for a scientific 
study about Agent Orange and Blue Water 
Navy veterans that’s expected to be pub¬ 
lished sometime this year. 

Takano said “politics got in the way” of 
its passage and described the bill’s failure 
as an “insult to all veterans.” 

In a statement. Roe called on the House 
to quickly pass the bill again. 

John Wells, an attorney and director of 
the group Military-Veterans Advocacy, has 
been fighting on behalf of Blue Water Navy 
veterans since 2008. He wants Congress to 
take up the issue again this year but wor¬ 
ries Takano and Roe acted prematurely. 

“We need to address lessons learned 
from the 115th Congress to ensure the bill 
will pass,” Wells said. 

wentling.nikki(I>stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentiing 


Shutdown 
closes Md. 
VFW post 

By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A Veterans of For¬ 
eign Wars post in Maryland, accessible 
only through federal parkland, has been 
forced to close during the partial govern¬ 
ment shutdown. 

VFW Post 5633 is in Potomac, Md., about 
20 miles northwest of Washington. To get 
to the post, members must drive through 
Great Falls Park, part of the U.S. National 
Park Service. The park service has warned 
that access to federal parks would be un¬ 
predictable during the shutdown, with 
some opening and closing without notice. 

“It’s on private land, but our access is 
down MacArthur (Boulevard) past the 
gates to the park entrance,” said Marty 
Michlik, the post adjutant. “Therefore, our 
ability to drive to the post is interrupted.” 

Michlik informed more than 80 post 
members about the closure Thursday via 
email and published a notice to the group’s 
Facebook page. The post is typically open 
to members on Friday afternoons and for 
special occasions. Michlik said it would re¬ 
open once the park does. 

The potential length of the shutdown re¬ 
mained uncertain Wednesday, the 19th day 
of the shutdown. It’s now the second-longest 
federal government shutdown in history. 

President Donald Trump discussed the 
shutdown and the underlying issue of bor¬ 
der security Tuesday night in a national 
address from the White House. 

In addition to park closures, the shut¬ 
down affects an estimated 800,000 federal 
employees who are going without pay. 

VFW headquarters issued a statement 
Tuesday calling on Congress and Trump’s 
administration to come to an agreement 
to reopen the government. They cited the 
necessity for Department of Homeland Se¬ 
curity and U.S. Coast Guard personnel to 
get paid. 

VFW spokesman Joe Davis said he was 
unaware of other posts besides the one in 
Potomac that would be temporarily closed 
because of the shutdown. 


Remembering Ruth Law^, ‘Queen of the Air’ 


By Eliza McGraw 

Special To The Washington Post 

In April 1918, during World War I, a pilot 
flew over the District of Columbia, rallying 
crowds at a parade and raising money for 
troops overseas. 

That spring day was a transitional Amer¬ 
ican moment. The uniformed pilot flying 
above the houses of Washington power was 
a woman — Ruth Law. Change was hterally 
in the air. 

Law had been flying since 1912, a short 
nine years after the Wright brothers’ flights 
in Kitty Hawk, N.C. Most famously, she 
broke the American long-distance record in 
1916, flying from Chicago to New York. Four 
years before Amelia Earhart first flew. Law 
was the country’s “Queen of the Air.” 

When America entered World War I, Law 
lobbied the government to fly in battle, but 
Secretary of War Newton D. Baker refused. 
She wrote a newspaper article that said that 
if President Woodrow Wilson sent her after 
the Kaiser, “I should fly away on my bomb¬ 
ing mission with not only a free conscience 
but a glad heart.” 

Nevertheless, Law became the first 
woman to wear a noncommissioned officer’s 
Army uniform and spent her time soar¬ 
ing over the United States, dropping paper 
“bombs” that advertised Liberty Loans. 



Library of Congress 


Aviator Ruth Law arrives at Governors 
Island in New \brk City following her 
flight from Chicago on Nov. 20, 1916. 


The Liberty Loan parades, which took 
place nationwide, brought citizens march¬ 
ing, buying bonds and demonstrating their 
support for troops overseas. In Washington 
alone, the parade would tally about 35,000, 
according to the Washington Star, with 
some news accounts setting the number 
closer to 40,000. 

What made the loan committee want Law? 
She was, “with the Stinson sisters (aviators 
Marjorie and Katherine Stinson), publicly 
ranked as one of the three most prominent 
women then flying in the US.,” said Fred 
Erisman, an author and professor emeritus 
at Texas Christian University. 

During parade week in 1918, Law and 


others gave rides to diplomats and mem¬ 
bers of Congress. 

The day before the parade. Law started 
at the top of the Washington Monument and 
corkscrewed around it, spinning to 10 feet 
above the ground. Next, she flipped and piv¬ 
oted through a skills contest with a British 
aviator, and then flew on, seeming to graze 
the tops of streetcars and trees. Her plane’s 
propeller roared and whooshed hats from 
the heads of onlookers. They clapped; driv¬ 
ers honked. 

When parade day came, spectators 
lined the sidewalks to watch the festivities. 
Navy Yard workers carried a bier labeled, 
“The Kaiser’s Funeral.” Munitions labor¬ 
ers walked in overalls, their shirt sleeves 
rolled up. There were about 1,000 soldiers 
in uniform, and 492 men who had just been 
drafted kept pace in their street clothes, ac¬ 
cording to the Washington Star. 

Law took off over the crowds from the 
roped-off Ellipse around 3:10 p.m. Flying 
toward Capitol Hill, Law dropped her black- 
and-white paper “bombs.” 

Law admitted she’d been disappointed 
when the secretary refused to let her fly in 
the war, but she wouldn’t be denied her part. 
“I’m going to ‘carry on’ anyway by raising 
money by dropping bombs of literature, ap¬ 
peals for funds for the Red Cross, all over 
the country this summer,” she said. 


wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter; @nikkiwentiing 


Family says Navy 
vet is held in Iran 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — A U.S. Navy veteran has 
been held in an Iranian prison since July 
after visiting his girlfriend there, according 
to his family. 

The New York Times reported Monday 
that Michael R. White’s mother learned 
three weeks ago that her son is alive and 
being held at an Iranian prison. His arrest 
was first reported by an online news service 
by Iranian expatriates who interviewed a 
former Iranian prisoner who said he met 
White at Vakilabad Prison in October. 

His mother, Joanne White, told the news¬ 
paper the 46-year-old veteran went to Iran 
to see his girlfriend and had booked a July 
27 flight back home to San Diego via the 
United Arab Emirates. She filed a missing 
person report with the State Department 
after he did not board the flight. 

The State Department confirmed an 
American was detained but provided no 
details. 
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Migrants, mainly from Mexico and Central America, watch from a migrant shelter in Tijuana, 
Mexico, as President Donald Trump gives a prime-time address about border security Tuesday. 


Trump’s prime-time bid to end 
border wall impasse falls flat 


By Shannon Pettypiece 

Bloomberg 

President Donald Trump summoned the nation’s 
attention to the Oval Office on Tuesday for a prime 
time pronouncement on the border wall standoff at 
the center of the government shutdown. Then, he 
offered nothing new. 

Instead, Trump used the president’s most sym¬ 
bolic and powerful perch — traditionally reserved 
for times of war or calls for national unity — to rat¬ 
tle off familiar statistics, renew 
ANALYSIS ‘complaints about Democratic 
criticism of his plan to build a 
wall on the Mexican border and 
reprise ominous anecdotes of 
brutal crimes committed by people he said were in 
the country illegally. 

“Day after day, precious lives are cut short by 
those who have violated our borders,” Trump said. 
“How much more American blood must we shed 
before Congress does its job?” 

The address offered little hope of a breakthrough 
in negotiations over the shutdown, leaving the argu¬ 
ment about where it was before Trump began talk¬ 
ing. The impasse doesn’t look likely to end soon. 

In a brief response to the president. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Democratic 
Leader Chuck Schumer also offered no new solu¬ 
tion to the impasse — though it was Trump, not his 
opponents, who asked for television time on Tues¬ 
day. Pelosi and Schumer reiterated their position: 
Sign legislation to end the shutdown, then negotiate 
over border security. 

The president’s address was the latest in a series 
of public appearances in which Trump simply re¬ 
iterated his demands without offering any conces¬ 


sions. Wielding the bully pulpit. Trump has done 
nothing since shutting down much of the govern¬ 
ment Dec. 22 to advance his argument or resolve 
the dispute. 

He also has failed to persuade most Americans 
that he’s right. Fifty-one percent of adults surveyed 
Jan. 1-7 said Trump “deserves most of the blame” 
for the shutdown, according to a Reuters/Ipsos poll 
released Tuesday. That’s up four points from a sim¬ 
ilar poll conducted Dec. 21-25. 

The two sides see little political downside to 
standing firm. The White House feels no political 
pressure from Trump’s base supporters, who see 
immigration as a top issue and a wall as a perma¬ 
nent solution to the problem. White House aides 
say. Newly empowered Democrats, meanwhile, 
have been urged by their base to fight Trump’s sig¬ 
nature campaign pledge. 

Trump’s conservative allies have argued for him 
to declare a national emergency and use Defense 
Department funds to build a wall, seeing the move 
as his best chance of achieving the campaign prom¬ 
ise while Democrats control the House. It could also 
provide an easy, face-saving path from the political 
quagmire, though Democrats have said they would 
challenge an emergency declaration in court. 

Trump has asserted that he has the authority to 
build a wall without congressional approval if he 
declares a national emergency, but the White House 
hasn’t explained the legal justification. Democrats 
have rejected the idea as an illegal overreach of 
presidential authority, but Republican lawmakers 
— who repeatedly challenged former President 
Barack Obama’s attempts to exert executive au¬ 
thority — have been relatively quiet. 


White House tries 
to hoid GOP in 
iine on shutdown 


By Laurie Kellman, 

Lisa Mascaro and Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House is trying to hold jittery 
congressional Republicans in line 
on the 19th day of the partial gov¬ 
ernment shutdown, with no end 
in sight to the impasse over Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s demand for 
a wall at the U.S.-Mexico border. 

There’s growing concern about 
the toll the shutdown is taking 
on everyday Americans, includ¬ 
ing disruptions in payments to 
farmers and trouble for home 
buyers who are seeking govern¬ 
ment-backed mortgage loans 

— “serious stuff,” according to 
Sen. John Thune, the No. 2 Senate 
Republican. 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alas- 
ka, urged colleagues to approve 
spending bills that would reopen 
various agencies, “so that wheth¬ 
er it’s the Department of the In¬ 
terior or it is the IRS, those folks 
can get back to work. I’d like to 
see that.” 

Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, 
called the standoff “completely 
unnecessary and contrived. 
People expect their government 
to work. ... This obviously is not 
working.” 

Trump was to get a personal 
sense of the concern — and per¬ 
haps questions about his strategy 

— from those in his own party at 
the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. 

Late in the day. Democratic and 
Republican congressional leaders 
were to return to the White House 
to meet with him and renew ne¬ 
gotiations that have shown no ap¬ 
parent progress in the past week. 

Tuesday night, speaking to the 
nation from the Oval Office for the 
first time. Trump argued that the 
wall was needed to resolve a se¬ 
curity and humanitarian “crisis.” 
He blamed illegal immigration 
for what he said was a scourge of 
drugs and violence in the U.S. and 
asked: “How much more Ameri¬ 


can blood must we shed before 
Congress does its job?” 

Democrats in response accused 
Trump of appealing to “fear, not 
facts” and manufacturing a bor¬ 
der crisis for political gain. 

A growing number of Republi¬ 
cans are uncomfortable with the 
toll the partial shutdown is taking 
and Trump’s response to it. They 
are particularly concerned about 
the administration’s talk of pos¬ 
sibly declaring a national emer¬ 
gency at the border, seeing that 
as an unprecedented claim on 
the right of Congress to allocate 
funding except in the most dire 
circumstances. 

“I prefer that we get this re¬ 
solved the old-fashioned way,” 
Thune said. 

Trump plans a visit to the bor¬ 
der Thursday as he continues to 
argue for the wall that was a sig¬ 
nature promise of his 2016 presi¬ 
dential campaign. 

TV networks had been reticent 
about providing Trump airtime 
to make what some feared would 
be a purely political speech. That 
concern was heightened by the 
decision Tuesday by Trump’s 
re-election campaign to send out 
fundraising emails and text mes¬ 
sages to supporters trying to raise 
money off the speech. 

“I just addressed the nation on 
Border Security. Now need you to 
stand with me,” read one message 
sent out after his remarks. 

In their own televised remarks. 
Democratic House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and Senate Minor¬ 
ity Leader Chuck Schumer ac¬ 
cused Trump of misrepresenting 
the situation on the border as 
they urged him to reopen closed 
government departments and 
turn loose paychecks for federal 
workers. 

Negotiations on wall funding 
could proceed in the meantime, 
they said. 


Armed Services leaders oppose use of military funds for wall 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Rep. Mac 
Thomberry, R-Texas, in his first 
news briefing as the ranking 
minority member of the House 
Armed Services Committee, said 
Tuesday that he’s opposed to the 
use of military funds for nonde¬ 
fense matters, such as the con¬ 
struction of a U.S.-Mexico border 
wall. 

The comments signal soli¬ 
darity between both parties in 
the top ranks of the panel since 
Thornberry’s objections mirror 
ones made by the committee’s 


new chairman. Rep. Adam Smith, 
D-Wash. 

Smith and Thomberry have 
said that while the president has 
authority to declare a national 
emergency related to the border 
wall, they are opposed to a move 
that could trigger the use of mili¬ 
tary constmction funds to build it. 

“I am opposed to using defense 
dollars for nondefense purposes,” 
Thomberry said. “To take some 
of that money and use it for some¬ 
thing other than [military con¬ 
stmction purposes] will obviously 
be damaging and I’m not for that. 
Seems to me that we need to fund 


border security needs on their 
own and not be taking it from 
other accounts.” 

Thomberry also said possible 
legislation could thwart such 
a move and override an effort 
by President Donald Trump to 
trigger the reallocation of such 
funds. On Sunday, Smith told 
ABC’s “This Week” that Trump 
does have the authority to declare 
an emergency, but argued he 
wouldn’t get far with it. 

“Unfortunately, the short an¬ 
swer is yes,” Smith said of Trump’s 
authority to make the declaration. 
However, “in this case, I think the 
president would be wide open to 


a court challenge saying ‘where’s 
the emergency?’... this would be a 
terrible use of Department of De¬ 
fense dollars.” 

The House Armed Services 
Committee and its Senate coun¬ 
terpart help shape policy and 
spending at the Pentagon, such as 
its annual defense budget. 

Thomberry and Smith have 
said the committee works in a 
highly bipartisan matter and ex¬ 
pect that to continue in the new 
Congress. 

“If you are stationed on a ship 
out the middle of some ocean or 
if you’re in the desert or on a hill 


somewhere, you don’t really care 
which party is in control of what,” 
Thomberry said. “You want to 
know that somebody in Washing¬ 
ton has your back and that’s re¬ 
ally our job.” 

Thomberry said Tuesday that 
he hopes to see a number of issues 
addressed before the panel, such 
as Trump’s decision to withdraw 
troops from Syria. 

I’m “very concerned about ... 
what the president initially decid¬ 
ed,” he said. “We have significant 
interests” in Syria. 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 
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Source: Rosenstein will leave Justice soon 



Evan Vucci/AP 


Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein is expected to leave his position soon after William Barr is 
confirmed as attorney general, according to a person familiar with Rosenstein's plans. 


Incoming AG 
Barr expected to 
name own No. 2 

By Eric Tucker 
AND Michael Balsamo 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Deputy At¬ 
torney General Rod Rosenstein, 
who appointed special counsel 
Robert Mueller and remains his 
most visible Justice Department 
protector, is expected to leave his 
position soon after William Barr 
is confirmed as attorney general, 
a person familiar with the plans 
said Wednesday. 

Barr, who served in the position 
in the early 1990s and is President 
Donald Trump’s pick to do the job 
again, has a confirmation hearing 
before the Senate Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee next week and could be in 
place at the Justice Department 
as soon as February. 

Rosenstein plans to leave at 
some point after that, though no 
date has been set and there is no 
formal plan for the departure, ac¬ 
cording to the person, who was 
not authorized to discuss internal 
conversations publicly and spoke 
on the condition of anonymity. 

Rosenstein, a former United 
States attorney in Maryland, will 
have served as deputy for roughly 
two years by the time he leaves. 

Mueller is investigating Rus¬ 
sia’s meddling in the 2016 elec¬ 
tion and contacts with the Trump 


campaign. Rosenstein and his 
chief deputy have continued to 
maintain day-to-day oversight 
over the probe, a senior Justice 
Department official told report¬ 
ers last month. 

Barr would take over control of 
the investigation, assuming the 
same final say over mgjor investi¬ 
gative steps that acting Attorney 
General Matthew Whitaker has 
had since former Attorney Gen¬ 


eral Jeff Sessions was ousted in 
November. 

The White House cast Rosen- 
stein’s departure as his choice. 
Spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders said Wednesday that 
Rosenstein had always planned to 
stay around two years and wants 
to help with the transition to a 
new attorney general. 

“I don’t think there’s any will¬ 
ingness by the president or the 


White House to push him out,” 
Sanders told Fox News. “My guess 
is he is making room for the new 
attorney general to build a team 
that he wants around him.” 

Barr has told people close to 
him that he wanted his own No. 
2. 

Rosenstein appointed Mueller 
as special counsel in May 2017 to 
investigate potential coordination 
between Russia and the Trump 


campaign to sway the 2016 elec¬ 
tion. The appointment followed 
the recusal of Sessions because of 
his work on the Trump campaign 
and Trump’s firing of former FBI 
director James Comey. 

The transition to Barr would 
come with critical steps in the 
Mueller investigation expect¬ 
ed to unfold in the weeks and 
months ahead when the special 
counsel’s office is expected to 
report its findings to the Justice 
Department. 

Barr has made critical com¬ 
ments of the Mueller investiga¬ 
tion in the past, including an 
unsolicited memo he sent the 
Justice Department last year 
critiquing Mueller’s investiga¬ 
tion into whether the president 
had sought to obstruct justice by 
firing Comey. Barr is expected 
to face questioning from Demo¬ 
crats about his views of the Muel¬ 
ler investigation at next week’s 
hearing. 

At a news conference in De¬ 
cember, Rosenstein said that 
Mueller’s investigation would 
be “handled appropriately” no 
matter who is overseeing it. He 
said Barr would be an “excel¬ 
lent attorney general when he is 
confirmed.” 

Rosenstein’s job status has ap¬ 
peared tenuous at times, most 
notably in September, when he 
showed up at the White House 
expecting to be fired over news 
reports that he had discussed 
secretly recording the president. 
But Trump opted not to replace 
him. 


Manafort accused of sharing election data with Russia 


By Michael Balsamo, 

Eric Tucker and Chad Day 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Former Trump cam¬ 
paign chairman Paul Manafort shared 
polling data during the 2016 presidential 
campaign with a business associate ac¬ 
cused of having ties to Russian intelli¬ 
gence, and prosecutors say he lied to them 
about it, according to a court filing. 

The allegation marks the first time pros¬ 
ecutors with special counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler’s office have accused Trump’s chief 
campaign aide of sharing election-related 
information with his Russian contacts. Al¬ 
though the filing does not say whether the 
polling information was public or what was 
done with it, it raises the possibility that 
Russia might have used inside informa¬ 
tion from the campaign as part of its effort 
to interfere with the election on Trump’s 
behalf 

The accusation could be important evi¬ 
dence in Mueller’s ongoing probe into po¬ 
tential coordination between the Trump 
campaign and the Kremlin. 

The information was accidentally re¬ 
vealed in a defense filing Tuesday and 
was meant to be redacted. The Associated 
Press was able to review the material be¬ 
cause it wasn’t properly blacked out. 

Manafort was among the first Ameri¬ 
cans charged in Mueller’s investigation 
and has been among the central characters 
in the case, having led the campaign dur¬ 
ing the Republican convention and as, U.S. 



Jose Luis Magana/A P 


Former Trump campaign manager Paul 
Manafort is being accused of supplying 
2016 polling data to a business associate 
with ties to Russian intelligence, 
according to a defense filing. 

intelligence officials say, Russia was work¬ 
ing to sway the election in Trump’s favor. 
Manafort has pleaded guilty to conspiracy 
charges in Washington and faces sentenc¬ 
ing in a separate case in Virginia. 

The defense filing was aimed at rebut¬ 
ting allegations that Manafort intention¬ 
ally lied to Mueller’s team after agreeing 
to plead guilty last September. Prosecutors 
say Manafort breached their plea agree¬ 
ment by lying, but defense lawyers argued 
that any misstatements were simple mis¬ 
takes made by a man coping with illness. 


exhaustion and extensive questioning from 
investigators. 

The defense lawyers said Manafort suf¬ 
fers from depression and anxiety, has had 
little contact with his family and, on days 
when he met with investigators, was awak¬ 
ened before dawn to have hourslong inter¬ 
views with little time to prepare for the 
questioning. 

“These circumstances weighed heavily 
on Mr. Manafort’s state of mind and on his 
memory as he was questioned at length,” 
the lawyers wrote. 

Tuesday’s filing revealed the first exten¬ 
sive details of what he is accused of hav¬ 
ing lied about. A spokesman for Manafort’s 
defense team declined to comment on the 
incomplete redactions or on Mueller’s alle¬ 
gations, but lawyers later filed a corrected 
version of the document. 

The filing contains new information 
about Manafort’s connections to Konstan¬ 
tin Kilimnik, a Russian-Ukrainian busi¬ 
ness associate who was indicted last year 
on charges he tampered with potential wit¬ 
nesses. The U.S. believes he is connected to 
Russian intelligence, but Kilimnik, who is 
not in U.S. custody, has denied those ties. 

The latest allegations further detail how 
Manafort’s work on the campaign inter¬ 
sected with his past international work 
with Kilimnik. 

Emails previously reported show that in 
July 2016, Manafort told Kilimnik he was 
willing to provide “private briefings” about 
the Trump campaign to Oleg Deripaska, 
a Russian billionaire with ties to Rus¬ 


sian President Vladimir Putin. Manafort 
dangled the briefings as he was mired in 
a dispute with Deripaska over a multi- 
million-dollar deal involving a Ukrainian 
cable company. 

Through his spokesman, Manafort has 
acknowledged discussing the briefings but 
said they never occurred. 

In addition, the defense document 
discloses a meeting in Madrid between 
Manafort and Kilimnik. Prosecutors say 
Manafort acknowledged the meeting only 
after being told that they were in the same 
city on the same day. Manafort spokesman 
Jason Maloni said Tuesday the Madrid 
trip mentioned in the filing occurred in 
January or February 2017— months after 
Manafort was ousted from the campaign 
and as Trump was taking office. 

Manafort also did not initially disclose 
having discussed a Ukraine peace plan 
with Kilimnik on more than one occasion 
during the campaign, according to the fil¬ 
ing. Russia and Ukraine have been locked 
in a conflict since 2014 over Russia’s an¬ 
nexation of Crimea. The U.S. and European 
Union have imposed sanctions on Russia 
over that as well as the country’s support 
for separatist rebels in eastern Ukraine. 

Manafort’s attorneys don’t specify the 
details of the peace plan but they write that 
Manafort told prosecutors in September 
that “he would have given the Ukrainian 
peace plan more thought, had the issue not 
been raised during the period he was en¬ 
gaged with work related to the presidential 
campaign.” 
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Wash, state opposes federal nuke waste plan 


By Nicholas K. Geranios 

Associated Press 

SPOKANE, Wash. — The state of Wash¬ 
ington said Tuesday it opposes a federal 
proposal to reclassify as less dangerous 
some radioactive waste on a site in the 
state that contains the nation’s largest sup¬ 
ply because it fears much of the waste will 
be left in the ground. 

The state this week filed its objections 
to a Trump administration plan to reclas¬ 
sify millions of gallons of waste stored in 
underground tanks at Hanford Nuclear 
Reservation. The objections were accom¬ 
panied by a letter from Gov. Jay Inslee and 
Attorney General Bob Ferguson. 

The U.S. Department of Energy is 
seeking to reclassify a large percentage 


of the waste as lower-level waste. That 
would allow treatment and disposal op¬ 
tions that would not guarantee long-term 
protections. 

“This dangerous idea will only serve to 
silence the voices of tribal leaders, Hanford 
workers, public safety officials and sur¬ 
rounding communities in these important 
conversations,” said Inslee, a Democrat 
who is considering running for president 
in 2020. “This is unacceptable, and we 
will not stand by while this administration 
plans to abandon its responsibility to clean 
up their mess.” 

Hanford was established by the Manhat¬ 
tan Project in World War II to make pluto¬ 
nium, a key ingredient in the atomic bomb 
dropped on Nagasaki, Japan. The site, near 
Richland, Wash., went on to produce most 


of the plutonium for the nation’s nuclear 
arsenal. 

As a result, the site also contains the 
nation’s largest collection of nuclear waste. 
The most dangerous is stored in 177 aging 
underground tanks, some of which have 
leaked. 

Critics say that reclassifying some of the 
high-level radioactive waste to low-level 
could save the government billions of dol¬ 
lars and decades of work by essentially 
leaving the material in the ground. 

Hanford tanks hold 60 percent of the na¬ 
tion’s most dangerous radioactive waste left 
over from nuclear weapons production. 

Cleanup efforts at Hanford have been 
underway since the late 1980s and cost 
about $2 billion a year. 

Currently, all of that waste is classified 


as high-level. Plans for its treatment and 
disposal have been developed to isolate it 
from the environment until it is no longer 
dangerous. 

Current law defines high-level radioac¬ 
tive waste as resulting from processing 
irradiated nuclear fuel that is highly ra¬ 
dioactive. The Energy Department wants 
to reclassify some of the waste if it meets 
highly technical conditions. 

The agency says the change could save 
the federal government $40 billion in 
cleanup costs across the nation’s entire 
nuclear weapons complex, which includes 
the Savannah River Plant in South Caro¬ 
lina and Idaho National Laboratory. 

The agency can make the change with¬ 
out the approval of Congress. 


Los Angeles teachers prepare 
to strike over contract dispute 


By Christopher Weber 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Teachers in 
Los Angeles, whose 640,000 stu¬ 
dents make it the nation’s second- 
largest school district, are ready 
to strike Thursday over a con¬ 
tract dispute that follows teacher 
walkouts in other states that em¬ 
boldened organized labor after a 
critical defeat at the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

United Teachers Los Angeles 
said its 35,000 members would 
walk off the job for the first time in 
30 years if a deal wasn’t reached on 
higher pay and smaller class sizes. 
The Los Angeles Unified School 
District says the union’s demands 
could bankrupt the school system, 
which is projecting a half-billion- 
dollar deficit this budget year and 
has billions obligated for pension 
payments and health coverage for 
retired teachers. 

Negotiations are continuing, but 
little progress is evident. The two 
sides rejected Los Angeles Mayor 
Eric Garcetti’s offer to broker a 
deal. 

Thousands of teachers took to 
the streets of downtown Los An¬ 
geles last month to demand a new 
contract. They wore red shirts, 
banged drums and carried signs 
that read “Stand With LA Teach¬ 
ers!” as they marched. 

They are hoping to build on the 
“Red4Ed” movement that began 
last year in West Virginia, where a 
strike resulted in a raise. It moved 
to Oklahoma, Kentucky, Arizona, 
Colorado and Washington state, 
spreading from conservative 
states with “right to work” laws 
that limit the ability to strike to 
the more liberal West Coast with 
strong unions. 

Actions elsewhere emboldened 
Los Angeles teachers, union Pres¬ 
ident Alex Caputo-Pearl said. 

“Each state is different, but the 
commonality across all states is 
teachers and parents are sick of 
schools not being invested in,” he 
said. 

But unlike in other states, 
schools will stay open if a strike 


I would be surprised if a strike doesn’t 
come about because I think each side 
has a real interest in demonstrating the 
dominance of their positions. ^ 


John Rogers 

University of California, Los Angeles 



happens. The district has hired 
hundreds of substitutes to replace 
teachers and others who leave for 
picket lines. The union said it’s 
“irresponsible” to hire substitutes 
and called on parents to consider 
keeping students home or join¬ 
ing the marchers if a strike goes 
forward. 

It comes as unions are sting¬ 
ing from a Supreme Court ruling 
last year that said government 
workers can’t be required to join 
unions and pay dues. 

Larry Sand, a retired Los An¬ 
geles and New York City teacher 
who heads the California Teach¬ 
ers Empowerment Network, said 
he believes the Los Angeles union 
sees its showdown with the dis¬ 
trict as a public “sales pitch” for 
organized labor now that teach¬ 
ers have a choice about joining. 

The district has offered a 6 per¬ 
cent raise over the first two years 
of a three-year contract. The 
union wants a 6.5 percent increase 
at the start of a two-year contract. 
Health care fully paid by the dis¬ 
trict and a pension plan would be 
unchanged under both proposals. 

The union also wants signifi¬ 
cantly smaller class sizes, which 
routinely top 30 students, and 
more nurses, librarians and coun¬ 
selors to “fully staff” the district’s 
campuses in Los Angeles and all 
or parts of 31 smaller cities, plus 
several unincorporated areas. 

The union argues that the dis¬ 
trict is hoarding reserves of $1.8 
billion that could be used to fund 
the pay and staffing increases. 
The district said that money is 
needed to cover retiree benefits 
and other expenses. 

Schools Superintendent Austin 


Beutner, an investment banker 
and former Los Angeles deputy 
mayor without experience in edu¬ 
cation, has become a hghtning rod 
in negotiations. The union says 
Beutner and school board mem¬ 
bers who voted him in are trying 
to privatize the district, encourag¬ 
ing school closures and flipping 
public schools into charters. Char¬ 
ter schools are privately operated 
public schools that compete for 
students and the funds they bring 
in. 

Beutner and his supporters 
on the board envision an edu¬ 
cation system with a “portfolio 


Jae C. Hong/AP 


Parents and teachers hold signs while talking to reporters outside 
Los Angeles Unified School District headquarters Tuesday as 
teachers prepare to strike over a contract dispute. 


approach” — public and char¬ 
ter schools under the same 
leadership. 

Both sides say they don’t want a 
strike, but John Rogers, a profes¬ 
sor of education at the University 
of California, Los Angeles, said 
one seems inevitable. 

“I would be surprised if a strike 
doesn’t come about because I 
think each side has a real interest 
in demonstrating the dominance 
of their positions,” Rogers said. 
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DNA to be collected from 
workers after woman in 
vegetative state gives birth 



Former felon and former Marine Robert Eckford talks with reporters after registering to vote Tuesday in 
Orlando, Fla. An amendment that restores the voting rights of Florida's former felons is now in effect. 

Fla. felons rejoice after 
regaining right to vote 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Police served a 
search warrant Tuesday to get 
DNA from all male employees at 
a long-term care facility in Phoe¬ 
nix where a patient who has been 
in a vegetative state for years 
gave birth, triggering reviews by 
state agencies and putting a spot¬ 
light on safety concerns for pa¬ 
tients who are severely disabled 
or incapacitated. 

Hacienda Healthcare said it 
welcomed the DNA testing of 
employees. 

“We will continue to cooperate 
with Phoenix Police and all other 
investigative agencies to uncover 
the facts in this deeply disturbing, 
but unprecedented situation,” the 
company said in a statement. 

Local news website Azfamily. 
com first reported the woman, 
who has been in a vegetative state 
for more than 10 years after a 
near-drowning, delivered a baby 
on Dec. 29. 

San Carlos Apache officials an¬ 
nounced Tuesday night that the 
29-year-old woman was an en¬ 
rolled member of the tribe, whose 
reservation is in southeastern 
Arizona about 134 miles east of 
Phoenix. 

In a statement, tribal officials 
said the woman was still in a veg¬ 
etative state when she gave birth. 

The woman’s name was re¬ 
dacted from the tribal statement. 
It’s also unclear if staff members 
at the facility were aware of her 
pregnancy until the birth. 

“On behalf of the tribe, I am 
deeply shocked and horrified at 
the treatment of one of our mem¬ 
bers,” tribal Chairman Terry 
Rambler said. “When you have a 


judge has issued an arrest warrant 
for a homeless veteran charged 
with engaging in a GoFundMe 
scheme after he failed to make a 
scheduled court appearance. 

Johnny Bobbitt, 35, was due in a 
New Jersey court Tuesday to face 
charges that he violated court-or¬ 
dered conditions that allowed for 
his release from jail while await¬ 
ing trial. 

Bobbitt’s lawyer, John Keesler, 
said he spoke with his client Fri¬ 
day and expected him to appear 


loved one committed to palliative 
care, when they are most vulner¬ 
able and dependent upon others, 
you trust their caretakers. Sadly, 
one of her caretakers was not to 
be trusted and took advantage of 
her. It is my hope that justice will 
be served.” 

A lawyer for the woman’s fam¬ 
ily released a statement Tuesday 
saying the family was outraged 
at the “neglect of their daughter” 
and they asked for privacy. 

“The family would like me to 
convey that the baby boy has been 
born into a loving family and will 
be well cared for,” Phoenix at¬ 
torney John Micheaels said in a 
statement. 

San Carlos Apache Police Chief 
Alejandro Benally said Phoenix 
police “will do all they can to 
find the perpetrator” and his de¬ 
partment will assist “in any way 
possible.” 

A spokesman for Hacienda 
Healthcare said investigators 
served a search warrant Tuesday 
to obtain DNA samples from all 
male staffers. 

In a statement, board mem¬ 
ber Gary Orman said the facility 
“will accept nothing less than a 
full accounting of this absolutely 
horrifying situation.” 

Hacienda CEO Bill Timmons 
stepped down Monday, spokes¬ 
man David Leibowitz said. The 
decision was unanimously ac¬ 
cepted by the provider’s board of 
directors. 

Phoenix police so far have de¬ 
clined comment. 

The Hacienda facility serves 
infants, children and young adults 
who are “medically fragile” or 
have developmental disabilities, 
according to the website. 


in court. 

Prosecutors say Bobbitt con¬ 
spired with Katelyn McClure 
and her then-boyfriend Mark 
D’Amico to concoct a story about 
Bobbitt giving McClure his last 
$20 for gas. Bobbitt and the New 
Jersey couple raised $400,000, 
which authorities say was spent 
on luxury items and casino trips. 

GoFundMe says it has refund¬ 
ed everyone who contributed to 
the campaign. 

From The Associated Press 


Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — The nor¬ 
mally humdrum bureaucracy of 
registering to vote brought tears 
to the eyes of some Floridians on 
Tuesday when most felons re¬ 
gained their right to vote under a 
state constitutional amendment. 

“I’ll be a human being again. 
I’ll be an American citizen again,” 
Robert Eckford said, choking up 
and weeping after filling out an 
application at the elections super¬ 
visor’s office in Orlando. 

The ballot measure went into 
effect Tuesday, overturning a 
ban that netted Florida the high¬ 
est number of disenfranchised 
felons in the nation. It potential¬ 
ly increases the pool of eligible 
voters by as many as 1.4 million 
people in a battleground state 
known for its narrow margins in 
key elections. 

“I’m an ex-Marine,” said Eck¬ 
ford, who served seven years for 
a drug conviction. “I served this 
country. I’ve done my time. I’ve 
made some mistakes. But thank 
God the system works.” 

Nearly 65 percent of Florida 
voters in November approved 
Amendment 4, which was crafted 
so it would take effect on Tuesday. 
It applies to all felons who have 
done their time and completed 
the terms of their probation and 
parole, with the exception of peo¬ 
ple convicted of murder or sex 
offenses. 

It is still not clear how those 
registrations will be treated in 
the state capitol. Gov. Ron DeSan¬ 
tis said Monday that he believes 
the Legislature still needs to pass 
an implementing bill spelling out 


the restoration process. 

“There’s going to need to be 
guidance for that,” he told re¬ 
porters. “It’s not delaying it. The 
people spoke on it. It’s going to be 
implemented, but I think it needs 
to be implemented the way people 
intended, and I don’t think that 
they wanted to see any sex of¬ 
fenders fall through the cracks.” 

Civil rights groups have main¬ 
tained the measure is self-ex¬ 
ecuting, but just to be sure they 
warned that they are ready to go 
to court if there are any delays. 

Elections supervisors across 
the state posted notices at their 
offices and websites saying they 
would accept the registration 
forms starting Tuesday. They 
noted the new voters don’t need to 
present proof that they completed 
their sentence; they can simply 
fill out the existing application, 
signing under oath that their vot¬ 
ing rights have been restored. 

Members of the Florida Rights 
Restoration Coalition said they 
expected the registration to go 
smoothly. Despite any confusion, 
the organization’s president, Des¬ 
mond Meade, encouraged mem¬ 
bers to celebrate. 

Meade has been fighting to re¬ 
gain his right to vote since 2006 
when he had served his sentence 
for a drug offense. Meade read¬ 
ied his family to head out south 
of downtown Orlando before the 
sun rose Tuesday. Wearing shirts 
with the slogan “Let my people 
vote,” Meade likened his journey 
to the 1960s movement to end 
widespread practices that kept 
black voters away from the polls. 

“Moms and dads took their kids 


to vote with them during the civil 
rights era,” he said. “I can vote 
for the first time with my family 
and that means a lot to me. That 
means not only do I get to vote, 
but this is an opportunity now to 
stimulate a conversation about 
how important voting is.” 

Until the amendment passed, 
Florida’s constitution automati¬ 
cally barred felons from being 
able to vote after leaving prison. 
The state’s clemency process al¬ 
lowed the governor and three 
elected Cabinet members to re¬ 
store voting rights, but it was for 
many an arduous process and the 
governor could unilaterally veto 
any request. 

Dan Smith, a University of 
Florida political scientist who 
studies elections, says it may take 
time for the effects of the change 
to become evident. 

“There is very little evidence 
that individuals who have the op¬ 
portunity to have their rights re¬ 
stored are going to immediately 
take advantage of that opportu¬ 
nity,” Smith said. 

Although black people were dis¬ 
proportionately affected by felony 
disenfranchisement, they are not 
a majority of the population with 
felony convictions. Smith said. 
He said it is unclear whether the 
newly franchised voters will sway 
Florida red or blue. There is no 
public record of how people who 
were removed from the rolls have 
historically voted. 

“These are questions that po¬ 
litical scientists like myself are 
going to be looking at in great 
detail.” 



Ross D. Franklin/AP 


The revelation that an Arizona woman in a vegetative state gave birth 
has prompted Hacienda Healthcare CEO Bill Timmons to resign. 

Judge issues arrest warrant in GoFundMe scam 

MOUNT HOLLY, N.J. — A 
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China: Island fortification driven by threats 


By Christopher Bodeen 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — China may further fortify 
man-made islands in the South China Sea 
depending on threats faced by the outposts, 
a Chinese naval officer said Wednesday. 

Navy academy researcher Senior Capt. 
Zhang Junshe repeated China’s stance 
that it has the legal right to take whatever 
measures it deems appropriate on the is¬ 
lands in the South China Sea, which China 
claims virtually in its entirety. 

“If our on-island personnel and installa¬ 
tions come under threat in the future, then 
we necessarily will take measures to boost 


our defensive capabilities,” Zhang, a senior 
researcher at the institute, said at a brief¬ 
ing for Chinese and foreign journalists. 

Pentagon officials have long said that 
China has failed to fulfill a 2015 pledge by 
President Xi Jinping not to expand devel¬ 
opment in the area, where it has built seven 
islands by piling sand and cement on coral 
reefs, equipping some with airfields. 

China says the development primarily 
serves civilian purposes. 

Five other governments have territo¬ 
rial claims that overlap with China’s in the 
strategically vital waterway. 

Zhang also accused the U.S. of endanger¬ 
ing safety and security in the region, citing 


the U.S. Navy’s freedom-of-navigation op¬ 
erations, in which it sails close to Chinese- 
held islands, arousing Chinese ire. 

At the same briefing, Lt. Gen. He Lei 
said the People’s Liberation Army doesn’t 
rule out establishing additional overseas 
bases to service its U.N. peacekeeping mis¬ 
sions if the need arises. 

He said such decisions would be based 
on the demands of the mission and the ap¬ 
proval of the host nation. 

Under such circumstances, “the pos¬ 
sibility exists of building (additional) sup¬ 
port bases,” said He, who is vice president 
of the PLA’s Academy of Military Science 
and a leading Chinese participant in inter¬ 


national defense forums. 

In a related development Wednesday, 
three Chinese warships arrived in Cam¬ 
bodia on a visit aimed at strengthening 
already close ties between the two nations. 

Cambodian Defense Ministry spokes¬ 
man Gen. Chhum Socheat said the ships 
carrying nearly 700 crew members docked 
at the port of Sihanoukville on the coun¬ 
try’s southern coast. 

He said a total of 17 warships from China 
have visited Cambodia in recent years. 

China opened its first foreign military 
base in the Horn of Africa nation of Dji¬ 
bouti in 2017. 


S. Korea OKs 
seizing assets 
from Japan 



Ahn Young-joon/AP 


Victims of Japan’s forced labor and their family members arrive at the Supreme Court in Seoul, South 
Korea, on Nov. 29. A South Korean court has ordered the seizure of assets of a Japanese company 
involved in compensation disputes with wartime Korean laborers. 


By Hyung-jin Kim 

Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — A 
South Korean court said Wednes¬ 
day it has ordered the seizure of 
local assets of a Japanese compa¬ 
ny after it refused to compensate 
several wartime forced labor¬ 
ers, in an escalation of a diplo¬ 
matic brawl between the Asian 
neighbors. 

Japan called the decision “ex¬ 
tremely regrettable” and said it 
will push for talks with Seoul on 
the issue. 

In a landmark ruling in Oc¬ 
tober, South Korea’s Supreme 
Court ordered Nippon Steel & 
Sumitomo Metal Corp. to pay 100 
million won — or $88,000 — each 
to four plaintiffs forced to work 
for the company when Japan col¬ 
onized the Korean Peninsula in 
1910-45. 

But the company refused to 
follow that ruling, siding with 
Japan’s long-held position that 
all colonial-era compensation is¬ 
sues were settled by a 1965 treaty 
that restored diplomatic relations 
between the two governments. 
Japanese officials said they could 


take the issue to the International 
Court of Justice. 

On Wednesday, the Daegu Dis¬ 
trict Court’s branch office in the 
southeastern city of Pohang said 
it issued the seizure order for 
some Korean assets of the Japa¬ 
nese company in early January 
after lawyers for the plaintiffs 
filed a request to do so. 


The Japanese company holds 
2.34 million shares, or around 
$9.7 million, in a joint venture in 
Pohang with South Korean steel¬ 
maker POSCO. 

The asset freeze became offi¬ 
cially effective later Wednesday 
after a court document was dehv- 
ered to the joint venture, said Kim 
Se Eun, one of the lawyers for the 


plaintiffs. She said an additional 
legal step is required to sell 81,075 
of the 2.34 million shares that the 
district court ordered to be frozen. 
She declined to say when that step 
might be taken. 

Only one of the four plaintiffs, 
a 94-year-old man, is still alive. 
Bereaved family members repre¬ 
sent the other three. 


US, China end talks on tariff battle with no details 


Associated Press 

BEIJING — Three days of 
U.S.-Chinese talks aimed at end¬ 
ing a costly tariff battle wrapped 
up Wednesday in an optimistic 
atmosphere after President Don¬ 
ald Trump said they were “going 
very well!” 

No details were immediately 
announced, but stocks rose after 
talks planned for two days were 
extended to three. Hong Kong’s 
main market index closed up 
2.1 percent and Tokyo’s rose 1.1 
percent. 

A Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, Lu Kang, announced 
the talks had ended. Lu said he 
had no details and an official 

U.S. Undersecretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs Ted statement would be issued later. 
McKinney walks into a hotel after a second day of meetings with The talks that started Monday 

Chinese officials in Beijing on Tuesday. were the first face-to-face meet- 



Andy Wong/AP 


ings since Trump and his Chinese 
counterpart, Xi Jinping, agreed 
on Dec. 1 to suspend further ac¬ 
tion against each other’s imports 
for 90 days while they negotiate 
over U.S. complaints that Beijing 
steals or pressures companies to 
hand over technology. 

“Talks with China are going 
very well!” Trump said late Tues¬ 
day on Twitter. 

Washington wants Beijing to 
change plans for government- 
led creation of Chinese leaders 
in robotics and other advanced 
technologies. 

Chinese officials have sug¬ 
gested Beijing might alter its in¬ 
dustrial plans but reject pressure 
to abandon what they consider 
a path to prosperity and global 
influence. 


Kim Jong Un 
leaves China 
after talks 
on sanctions 

By Jihye Lee 
AND Shinhye Kang 
Bloomberg 

North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un left Beijing after talking and 
dining with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, according to South 
Korean media, in a show of unity 
as they engage in delicate nego¬ 
tiations with President Donald 
Trump’s administration. 

Kim spent a little more than 
a day in the Chinese capital and 
was en route to Pyongyang by 2 
p.m. Wednesday local time, Yon- 
hap News Agency of South Korea 
reported, citing unidentified offi¬ 
cials. His delegation was seen off 
by high-ranking Chinese officials 
and an honor guard at a Beijing 
train station and could return to 
North Korea as soon as Thursday 
morning, Yonhap said. 

The trip—Kim’s fourth to China 
since March — suggests negotia¬ 
tions over North Korea’s nuclear 
arsenal are gaining momentum 
after months without high-level 
diplomatic exchanges. Trump is 
seeking a second summit with 
Kim to re-energize talks that have 
made httle headway since then- 
first meeting in June, saying Sun¬ 
day a date would be announced 
“in the not-too-distant future.” 

Given the limited speeds of 
the heavily fortified train Kim 
uses to travel, it could takes 12 
to 14 hours for him to reach the 
Chinese border city of Dandong, 
about 520 miles away, meaning 
he might spend the night in one 
of its luxury carriages before re¬ 
turning home. 

Kim spoke with Xi for about an 
hour Tuesday night, discussing 
ways to strengthen their ties and 
lay out strategy for a potential 
summit between Kim and Trump 
on curbing Pyongyang’s nuclear 
ambitions, Yonhap reported, cit¬ 
ing unidentified people familiar 
with the talks. The DongA Ilbo 
newspaper said that Xi hosted 
Kim at a banquet, which was 
held on the date believed to be 
the North Korean leader’s 35th 
birthday. 
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Avalanche risk in 
Austria grows as 
snowfall continues 



Congolese riot police take position near the electorai commission 
building in Kinshasa on Wednesday. Congo is anxiously awaiting the 
outcome of the presidential election. 

Americans told 
to leave Congo 
amid elections 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — Austrian authori¬ 
ties are issuing the highest ava¬ 
lanche warning possible for 
several regions, while more than 
350 residents in Bavaria were 
snowed in and a teacher was 
killed while skiing in the Alps. 

At least 14 weather-related 
deaths have been reported in Eu¬ 
rope over the last week. 

Schools remained closed in 
parts of Austria and southern 
Germany on Wednesday; several 
roads and highways were blocked, 


By Raf Casert 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — A key European 
Union legislative group has lam¬ 
basted President Donald Trump’s 
“harmful” approach to trans-At¬ 
lantic relations, warning that the 
divisions it creates will only em¬ 
bolden global rivals. 

In a letter to be sent to mem¬ 
bers of US. Congress on Wednes¬ 
day, the delegation for US. 
relations criticized “the increas¬ 
ingly harmful approach from the 
White House” and condemned 
the demotion of the EU ambas¬ 
sador to the US. in the largely 
ceremonial Diplomatic Order of 
Precedence to “the bottom of the 
list.” Germany’s Deutsche Welle 
reported that the State Depart¬ 
ment had made the change at the 
end of last year without notifying 
Brussels. In the letter, obtained 
by The Associated Press, the 
delegation pleads that both sides 
“not undermine each other.” 

“The Trump administration 
could not have chosen a worse mo¬ 
ment to attack the EU,” Marieke 
Schaake, the vice-chair of the EU 


leading to a 12.4-mile traffic jam 
near Munich; and trucks had 
to deliver food to the snowed-in 
Bavarian community Buchen- 
hoehe near Berchtesgarden as 
snow continued falling across the 
northern Alps. 

Austrian news agency APA re¬ 
ported that a 62-year-old teacher 
was killed while skiing in Mari- 
azeller Buergeralpe in Austria 
when he fell and got buried in a 
snowbank. 

Many slopes have been closed 
as a precaution. 


delegation, told the AP. 

Instead of fighting, the 28-na- 
tion EU and US. should stand to¬ 
gether to “face shared challenges 
from countries such as China, 
Russia and Iran,” Schaake said. 

Since the start of his presidency 
two years ago. Trump has upset 
the decades-old tight relationship 
between Washington and the EU, 
slapping steel tariffs on EU im¬ 
ports, threatening tariffs on cars, 
ditching a deal the two sides have 
negotiated with Iran to contain its 
nuclear threat, and walking away 
from a global climate agreement 
pushed by the EU. 

On top of that, the EU legisla¬ 
tors complained that Trump and 
top administration officials “lam- 
bast the EU as bureaucratic ... 
and have praised populist and na¬ 
tionalist movements” in the face 
of sitting EU governments. The 
legislators feel all of this crystal- 
ized in the diplomatic snub. 

“Such moves play into the 
hands of rival global powers and 
can only lead to greater fragmen¬ 
tation rather than much needed 
increased cooperation,” the letter 
said. 


Associated Press 

KINSHASA, Congo — The 
United States is giving its citizens 
in Congo succinct advice: “De¬ 
part the country.” 

A new US. Embassy security 
alert warns of possible crowds 
gathering to hear the results of 
Congo’s presidential election by 
the electoral commission, which 
were expected to be released 
Wednesday. 

Congolese activist groups have 
urged people to “be ready to 
massively take to the streets” if 
the commission does not publish 
results in accordance with “the 
truth of the ballot boxes.” 

Congo on Dec. 30 voted for a 
successor to departing President 
Joseph Kabila. The delay in an¬ 
nouncing results has led some 
Congolese to suspect possible 
manipulation in favor of the rul¬ 
ing party. 

Anti-riot police with water 
cannon and armored vehicles 
surrounded Congo’s electoral 
commission on Wednesday as it 
said “everything is ready” to an¬ 
nounce provisional results of the 
presidential election later in the 
day. The results had not been re¬ 
leased by 8 p.m. local time. 

Residents of the capital, Kin¬ 
shasa, said the heavy security 
presence was a bad sign, with 
some recalling the violence that 
followed past disputed elections. 

It “may be a message that the 
publication (of the results) won’t 
meet the expectations of the Con¬ 
golese people,” resident John 
Kabamba said. 

A statement by more than 300 
civil society organizations said 
people should be ready to protest. 
Releasing untrue results would 


be considered a “constitutional 
coup d’etat,” said Carbone Beni, 
coordinator of the Filimbi move¬ 
ment, calling on other African 
nations to make sure the people’s 
vote is respected. 

Police installed metal barriers 
and blocked traffic outside the 
electoral commission as it con¬ 
tinued meetings that began late 
Tuesday. Spokeswoman Marie- 
France Idikayi told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that “we are waiting 
for the final deliberations of the 
electoral commission plenary 
session to end but the announce¬ 
ment room is prepared.” 

The preliminary results of the 
Dec. 30 vote had been expected 
on Sunday, but the commission in¬ 
definitely delayed the announce¬ 
ment — to the growing suspicion 
of many Congolese. Some said 
the delay allows manipulation in 
favor of the ruling party. 

“Seeing all these barriers, it 
proves that (the commission) 
doesn’t need or doesn’t want to 
give us the name of the person 
who was elected,” said Kinshasa 
resident Beni Babutu. 

The vast, mineral-rich Cen¬ 
tral African country is choosing 
a successor to Kabila, in power 
since 2001. He backs ruling party 
candidate Emmanuel Ramazani 
Shadary, who is under European 
Union sanctions for a crackdown 
on Congolese protesting two 
years of election delays while he 
was interior minister. 

Leading opposition candidate 
Martin Fayulu, a Kinshasa law¬ 
maker and businessman, has 
urged the electoral commission 
to announce the true results as 
quickly as possible and warned 
it not to “play with fire; it is very 
dangerous.” 


Convicted terrorist 
charged in data theft 

BRUSSELS — Belgian authori¬ 
ties said Wednesday that they 
have arrested a man who served 
jail time on terrorism charges 
over the theft of a computer hard 
drive containing autopsy reports 
about the victims of the suicide 
bombings in Brussels in 2016. 

Brussels prosecutor’s office 
spokesman Denis Goeman said 
the man, identified only by the 
initials I.K. and born in 1991, is 
suspected of stealing the hard 
drive and other items from a fo¬ 
rensic doctor’s office at the city’s 
main justice offices last week. 

Goeman said there was no 
label on the drive that might have 
identified it as containing mate¬ 
rial related to the March 22,2016, 
attacks on the Brussels metro and 
airport that killed 32 people. 

Belgian media, quoting justice 
sources, said the suspect was sen¬ 
tenced to five years in prison on 
terrorism charges in 2016. 

Sudan’s leader rejects 
calls to step down 

CAIRO — Sudan’s president 
is rejecting calls to step down 
and says he is ready to hand over 
power but only through elections. 

The remarks by Omar al- 
Bashir come after three weeks 
of anti-government protests de¬ 
manding al-Bashir go. 

He told several thousands of 
supporters in the capital, Khar¬ 
toum, on Wednesday that “there 
is no alternative to the national 
dialogue, and the decision is the 
decision of the Sudanese people 
through the ballot box.” 

Ruling party: Gabon’s 
leader to return ‘soon’ 

LIBREVILLE, Gabon — Ga¬ 
bon’s ruling party says ailing 
President Ali Bongo Ondimba 
will return to the country “very 
soon” after a coup attempt early 
this week. 

Gabonese Democratic Party 
secretary-general Eric Dodo 
Bounguendza spoke after author¬ 
ities inspected the bloody scene 
where soldiers briefly took over 
the state radio station on Monday. 
The Republican Guard members 
encouraged youth to help them 
“restore democracy” in the oil- 
rich country. 

While the capital, Libreville, 
was calm on Wednesday, some 
concerns remained. Bongo is re¬ 
covering in Morocco from a re¬ 
ported stroke in October. 

Tokyo court turns down 
exec’s detention appeal 

TOKYO — The appeal by the 
lawyers of Carlos Ghosn, Nissan’s 
former chairman, against his pro¬ 
longed detention since his arrest 
Nov. 19 was rejected Wednesday 
by the Tokyo District Court. 

Ghosn’s lawyers filed the ap¬ 
peal a day earlier. Ghosn’s deten¬ 
tion had been approved through 
Friday. It is unclear what the 
prosecutors might do next. 

Ghosn, who led Nissan Motor 
Co. for two decades, is charged 
with falsifying financial reports 
in underreporting his income by 
about $44 million over five years. 

No trial date has been set. Trial 
preparation can take months. 

From The Associated Press 



Johannes Gottsbacher, OEBB (Railway Austria)/AP 


Railroad workers rescue a chamois, a type of goat-antelope, that was 
buried in a snowdrift at Austria’s Gesaeuse national park Wednesday. 

EU parliament laments 
effect of Trump acts on 
trans-Atlantic relations 
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Roman Catholic devotees jostle to kiss and rub with towels the image of the Black Nazarene in a 
procession to celebrate its feast day Wednesday in Manila, Philippines. The annual procession of a 
centuries-old statue of Jesus Christ celebrates the Feast of the Black Nazarene. 


Filipino Catholics turn out for 
procession amid terrorism fears 


By Jim Gomez 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — A mammoth crowd of 
mostly barefoot Filipino Catholics joined a raucous 
procession Wednesday of a centuries-old black stat¬ 
ue of Jesus Christ despite terrorism fears and amid 
the president’s attacks on the Catholic faith. 

Police said they have not monitored any specific 
threat but that they deployed more than 9,000 police 
and troops, including bomb squads backed by a sur¬ 
veillance helicopter, to secure the annual proces¬ 
sion of the wooden Black Nazarene along Manila’s 
streets. Police were expecting up to 5 million people 
to join the dawn-to-midnight procession. 

More than 800,000 devotees attended a Mass and 
the first few hours of the procession, national po¬ 
lice Director General Oscar Albayalde said. Tens 
of thousands of others joined in and went as one of 
Asia’s biggest religious events unfolded. 

Authorities imposed a gun and liquor ban, and 
cellphone signals were jammed in the vicinity of the 
procession. Flights over the area were prohibited, as 
well as sailing in nearby Manila Bay and along a key 
river where special police and coast guard forces 
guarded bridges that the mass of devotees passed 
through. 

Despite the threats and the tropical heat, mobs 
of devotees in maroon shirts dangerously squeezed 
their way into the tight pack of humanity around a 


carriage carrying the life-size statue of Christ. They 
threw small towels at volunteers on the carriage, 
which was being pulled by ropes, to wipe parts of 
the cross and the statue in the belief that the Naza- 
rene’s powers cure ailments and ensure good health 
and a better life. 

Such religious passion was under the spotlight 
amid President Rodrigo Duterte’s stepped-up at¬ 
tacks on the Catholic church, faith and bishops, 
who have criticized the thousands of killings under 
his anti-drug crackdown. In June, Duterte sparked 
outrage among many Catholics when he called God 
“stupid” and later questioned the basic tenets of the 
Catholic faith. He offered to immediately resign if 
anybody can prove that God exists. 

Crowned with thorns and bearing a cross, the 
Nazarene statue is believed to have been brought 
from Mexico to Manila on a galleon in 1606 by Span¬ 
ish missionaries. The ship that carried it caught fire, 
but the charred statue survived. Some believe the 
statue’s endurance, from fires and earthquakes 
through the centuries and intense bombings during 
World War II is a testament to its powers. 

The spectacle reflects the unique brand of Ca¬ 
tholicism, which includes folk superstitions, in 
Asia’s largest Catholic nation. Dozens of Filipinos 
have themselves nailed to crosses on Good Friday in 
another tradition to emulate Christ’s suffering that 
draws huge crowds and tourists each year. 


Ransom sought for wife of Norwegian billionaire 


Associated Press 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
— Norway’s police said Wednes¬ 
day the missing wife of one of 
Norway’s richest men has been 
abducted and that her suspected 
kidnappers have demanded a 
ransom. 

Chief investigator Tommy 
Broeske said Anne-Elisabeth 
Falkevik Hagen, 68, has been 
missing since Oct. 31. Her hus¬ 
band, Tom Hagen — a real estate 
investor and owner of power fa¬ 
cilities — is number 172 on a list 
of the country’s 400 most wealthy 


people published by Norway’s 
financial magazine Kapital. His 
fortune in 2018 amounted to 
nearly $2 billion, according to 
Norwegian news agency NTB. 

Police said a note found in the 
couple’s house, east of Oslo, de¬ 
scribed what would happen to her 
if the demanded ransom wasn’t 
paid in the cryptocurrency 
Monero. 

Police did not give a figure for 
the ransom amount, but Norway’s 
VG newspaper reported it was 
$10.3 million. 

The newspaper reported that 
the note said Falkevik Hagen 


would be killed if police were 
involved. Broeske declined to 
comment other than saying “the 
threats (in the note) were of a 
very serious character.” 

“The reason for us to go public 
with this case now is that despite 
a broad and extensive investiga¬ 
tion, we need more information,” 
he told a news conference. 

“We have no suspects in this 
case,” he said. Police have been 
“on the case for several weeks. 
That is all I’d say,” he added. 

Police believe she disappeared 
from the couple’s home, some 31 
miles from the Swedish border. 


Iranian leader 
calls US officials 
'first-class idiots’ 


By Nasser Karimi 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s su¬ 
preme leader on Wednesday 
called U.S. officials “first-class 
idiots,” mocking American lead¬ 
ers as U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo toured the Mideast 
to promote the White House’s 
tough stance on Iran. 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s com¬ 
ments were unusually harsh, 
reflecting the broader tension be¬ 
tween Iran and the United States 
after President Donald Trump 
withdrew America from Tehran’s 
nuclear deal with world powers. 

Khamenei, speaking to a group 
from Iran’s religious capital of 
Qom, made the remark while 
recounting a story about a U.S. 
official once predicting he’d cel¬ 
ebrate Christmas in Iran. 

“Some U.S. officials pretend 
that they are mad,” Khamenei 
said. “Of course I don’t agree 
with that, but they are first-class 
idiots.” 

The supreme leader did not 
name the official. However, U.S. 
national security adviser John 
Bolton told a meeting of the Ira¬ 
nian exile group Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq last March that “before 
2019, we here ... will celebrate in 
Iran.” 

Trump’s personal lawyer, for¬ 
mer New York Mayor Rudy Giu¬ 
liani, has made similar comments 
before the MEK over the years. 

Iran’s supreme leader, viewed 
by Shiite hard-liners as second 
only to God, typically doesn’t 
make such forceful remarks. 
However, Trump’s decision last 




Khamenei 


year to withdraw from the nucle¬ 
ar deal has seen the 79-year-old 
cleric grow increasingly critical. 

In 2017, Khamenei dismissed 
remarks by Trump calling Iran 
a “terrorist” nation as “idiotic.” 
Last May, after Trump withdrew 
from the nuclear deal which saw 
Iran limit its 
uranium en¬ 
richment in 
exchange for 
the lifting 
of economic 
sanctions, 
Khamenei 
told Trump 
in a speech: 
“You cannot 
do a damn 
thing!” 

“The body of this man. Trump, 
will turn to ashes and become the 
food of the worms and ants, while 
the Islamic Republic continues 
to stand,” Khamenei said at the 
time. 

Khamenei’s comments Wednes¬ 
day came as Pompeo visited Iraq. 
On Tuesday, the US. top diplomat 
threatened that America would 
double down on commercial and 
diplomatic efforts in the coming 
weeks to “put real pressure on 
Iran.” 

Khamenei’s remarks to Qom 
residents were meant to mark 
the anniversary of religious riots 
in 1978 that challenged Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. They 
would spiral into the nationwide 
demonstration that saw the shah 
leave Iran and give rise to the 1979 
Islamic Revolution. Iranians will 
commemorate the revolution’s 
40th anniversary in February. 


Australian police investigate 
packages left at consulates 


Associated Press 

SYDNEY — Several foreign 
diplomatic missions were evacu¬ 
ated in the Austrahan cities of 
Melbourne and Canberra on 
Wednesday after they received 
packages containing suspicious 
substances. 

Police, fire crews and ambu¬ 
lances were seen at a number of 
foreign consulates in Melbourne, 
including those of India, Germa¬ 
ny, Italy, Spain and South Korea. 
Officials at the U.S. and Swiss 
missions in the city said they had 
also received packages. 

The Vic Emergency website, 
the collective body of emergency 
agencies in Victoria state, of which 
Melbourne is the capital, noted 
at least 10 “hazardous material” 
incidents in the city, though by 
Wednesday night none of those in¬ 


cidents was listed as ongoing. 

There were no reports of any¬ 
one being injured at the targeted 
missions in both cities. 

Australian Federal Police said 
in a statement that “the circum¬ 
stances surrounding these inci¬ 
dents are being investigated.” 

The Australian Broadcast¬ 
ing Corp. reported that a worker 
from the New Zealand Consulate 
in Melbourne had said the pack¬ 
ages in question were envelopes 
labeled “asbestos.” Inside were 
plastic sandwich bags containing 
a fibrous material. 

The ABC reported suspicious 
packages were also found at the 
Melbourne diplomatic offices of 
Pakistan and possibly those of 
Greece, France and Hong Kong. 
It said the Israeli Embassy in Can¬ 
berra also received a suspicious 
package. 
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THE CENSUS 

The approximate value of fragrances a Maryland woman is accused of stealing from a Walgreens store. The Carroll 
County Times reported that Victoria Durant was charged Dec. 31 with felony theft. She’s accused of stealing 31 bottles of 
fragrances from Walgreens in July. According to a statement, troopers responded to a Walgreens in Eldersburg, Md., and 
the manager told them that someone had broken into three display cases containing fragrances. Troopers reviewed store 
security cameras and found that a female and male were observed at the display case. The suspects then walked past the 
registers without paying and left. Troopers lifted fingerprints from the cases, and Durant was later identified as a suspect. 



Tim Barber, The Chattanooga (Tenn.) Times Free Press/AP 


Incline upgrades 

Houston Duke, left, and Lookout Mountain Incline Railway General Manager Matthew S. Higgins Sr., center, lift a section of cable from the 
tracks Monday as Duke's crew works to update the attraction by replacing the 2-mile-long cables at Lookout Mountain in Tennessee. 




Suspected burglar 
faces 125 charges 

||i| p THOMASTON — Po- 
I w I b lice said a man ac¬ 
cused of stealing enough items to 
fill two trucks is now in jail and 
faces 125 criminal charges. 

Investigators said Joshua Van- 
dine, 38, of Thomaston, is ac¬ 
cused of burglarizing dozens of 
locations over three years. 

Police said they were able to fill 
two U-Haul trucks with allegedly 
stolen items found in Vandine’s 
home. Among the items were an¬ 
tiques, chain saws, tools, coins, 
toys, clothing, firearms and hunt¬ 
ing equipment. 

Vandine was in court Friday 
to ask a judge to allow him to at¬ 
tend a substance-abuse program. 
The judge rejected the proposal, 
and Vandine remained jailed on 
$50,000 cash bail. 

Long-lost wedding ring 
turns up in car engine 

I A PETERSBURG — An 
eastern Iowa man’s wed¬ 
ding ring missing since 1974 has 
been returned after turning up in 
an old car engine. 

Dubuque resident Will Frye 
told station KCRG that he bought 
the 1972 Oldsmobile for its engine 
because the one in his ’69 Olds 
had died. He said the diamond- 
studded ring fell into a pile of 
grease under the 1972 engine as 
he worked on it Dec. 30. 

He called the family he’d 
bought the old junker from, and 
the former owner’s daughter con¬ 
firmed it was her dad’s. 

Petersburg resident Ray Schm- 
uecker said he thought he lost the 
ring in 1974 while helping a friend 
having car trouble. 

Cat lost for 2 months 
found 1,000 miles away 

Ul DETROIT — A cat 
I w 11 from suburban Detroit 
decided to take a break from the 
winter cold and he turned up in 
sunny Florida. 

The Detroit Free Press report¬ 
ed that Dearborn resident Judy 
Sanborn was shocked when she 
received a call in December from 
a pet hospital more than 1,000 
miles away in Tampa. 

Staff told her they had her 2- 
year-old tabby named Bandit. 
The cat had been missing for 
more than two months. 

Staff told Sanborn that a local 
resident had found the cat, who’d 
been identified through his 
microchip. 

Enraged driver attacks 
vehicle with hatchet 

ly Y JAMESTOWN — Po- 
1 ^ 1 lice in western New 
York said a man attacked a car 
with a hatchet after becoming en¬ 
raged at the other driver. 

Police said Jacob Slade, 19, be¬ 
came angry after a driver turned 
in front of him Monday morning 
in Jamestown. Investigators al¬ 
leged that Slade chased after the 
vehicle, cut him off and then got 
out of his car and attacked the 
other vehicle with a hatchet. 

Slade faces charges of felony 
criminal mischief and menacing. 


WKBW-TV reported that damage 
to the victim’s vehicle is estimat¬ 
ed at $1,500. 

Woman accidentally 
shoots self while driving 

yr Q WICHITA — Authori- 
■ ties said a woman ac¬ 

cidentally shot herself while 
driving in Wichita. 

The Wichita Eagle reported 
that police Sgt. Ed Brower said 
the gun went off Monday as the 
woman, 39, was attempting to 
holster it. 

A dispatch supervisor said she 
was taken to the hospital in criti¬ 
cal condition. 

Police said she is stable and no 
one else was hurt. 

Man carjacked as he 
chases wallet thief 

I A NEW ORLEANS — 
New Orleans police said 
a man’s car was stolen after he 
exited to chase a woman who had 
taken his wallet. 

NOLA.com/The Times-Pica- 


yune cited a police report as say¬ 
ing the man was carjacked early 
Monday in Mid-City. 

The police report says the 
man’s car was stopped at an in¬ 
tersection when another man ap¬ 
proached his door and grabbed 
the steering wheel. Police said 
that at about the same time, the 
woman got into the passenger seat 
and grabbed the man’s wallet. 

The driver accelerated and 
left the other man behind. The 
woman then jumped out with his 
wallet. Police said the man got 
out to go get his wallet back but 
returned to discover his car was 
missing. 

Kidnapped woman pops 
vehicle trunk, escapes 

nA DRY TAVERN—Police 
said two men kidnapped 
a woman from her Pennsylvania 
apartment, hogtied her with elec¬ 
trical tape and threw her into the 
trunk of a car, but she managed to 
pop the trunk and run to a nearby 
home. 

State police told the Observer- 


Reporter that Demitrius Davis, 
40, and Joseph Dean II, 30, are 
accused of attacking the woman 
Friday over a call she made to a 
Greene County child protection 
agency. 

Police said she was dragged to 
the car and thrown in. However, 
she found the trunk release lever 
and ran to a home while the two 
men chased her. 

They are charged with aggra¬ 
vated assault, kidnapping and 
terroristic threats. 

Moose wanders into 
hospital building 

ANCHORAGE — A 
moose wandered into 
a hospital building in Alaska’s 
largest city and chowed down on 
some plants in the lobby as work¬ 
ers watched the massive animal 
in awe. 

When a patient mentioned that 
security staffers were monitor¬ 
ing a moose that got inside the 
Anchorage building Monday, 
Stephanie Hupton dashed out and 
started recording. 


The footage by Hupton, who 
works at a physical therapy of¬ 
fice inside a building attached to 
Alaska Regional Hospital, shows 
the moose browsing around some 
greenery near an entrance before 
it stands gazing at the camera’s 
direction. It briefly lingers before 
sauntering out an open door. 

Swastika painted 
on door of cathedral 

^ BRIDGEPORT — Po¬ 
lice in Connecticut said 
someone painted a swastika on 
the door of the Cathedral of St. 
Augustine, the mother church of 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Bridgeport. 

Bridgeport police said they dis¬ 
covered the vandalism Friday. No 
suspects have been identified. 

Bishop Frank Caggiano said 
in a Facebook post that he is “ap¬ 
palled and outraged,” and said 
whoever defaced the cathedral 
with a “clearly anti-Semitic sym¬ 
bol is participating in an unspeak¬ 
able evil.” 

From wire reports 
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Kevin Hart says he’s 
not hosting the Oscars 


New York Daily News 

The suspense is over — Kevin 
Hart isn’t hosting the Oscars next 
month. 

The actor made that clear with 
a simple “no” during an inter¬ 
view with Michael Strahan on 
“Good Morning America” on 
Wednesday — less than a week 
after he seemed to suggest he was 
reconsidering his decision to step 
down. 

“I’m not hosting the Oscars this 
year,” Hart told Strahan. 

Hart dropped out of the annual 
award show in December after 
homophobic tweets he had shared 
years in the past re-emerged. 
Hart’s announcement that he 
was stepping down — in which 
he apologized and said he didn’t 
want to be a distraction at the 
ceremony — came days after he 
was named the host of the Acad¬ 
emy Awards, which take place on 
Feb. 24. 

He said Wednesday that he 
does not have an issue with the 
Academy. 

“The offer was made, it was 
received, I was excited, things 
happened, it didn’t work out the 
way that it should’ve,” Hart said. 
“Right now, from a time perspec¬ 


tive, I don’t have the time. You’re 
talking about two weeks I’d have 
to prepare.” 

Last Friday, Hart shared his 
frustration with the situation dur¬ 
ing an appearance on “The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show.” 

“I’m a little upset because I 
know who I am. I know I don’t 
have a homophobic bone in my 
body,” the comedian told host 
Ellen DeGeneres. “I know that 
I’ve addressed it. I know that I’ve 
apologized. I know that within my 
apologies I’ve taken 10 years to 
put my apology to work.” 

DeGeneres urged him to re¬ 
consider his decision to step down 
and said the Academy told her 
they’d like to see Hart return as 
host. 

Hart said toward the end of the 
episode that he planned on “eval¬ 
uating” his conversation with 
DeGeneres. 

Hart, 39, repeatedly reiterated 
to Strahan on Wednesday that 
he is “over” talking about his old 
tweets and said there would be 
“no more conversation about it.” 

“I’m over that. I’m over the mo¬ 
ment, and I’m about today,” Hart 
said. “So if it’s accepted, great, 
and if it’s not, it’s nothing I can 
control.” 


‘The Favourite’ leads 
BAFTA nominations 

Wickedly funny royal comedy- 
drama “The Favourite” lived up 
to its name Wednesday, leading 
the race for the British Academy 
Film Awards. 

Yorgos Lanthimos’ film re¬ 
ceived 12 nominations for the 
U.K. equivalent of the Oscars, 
including best film, best director 
and best actress, for Olivia Col- 
man. Colman won a Golden Globe 
on Sunday for her performance 
as Britain’s 18th-century Queen 
Anne. 

Colman’s co-stars, Emma Stone 
and Rachel Weisz, received sup¬ 
porting-actress nominations. 

Freddie Mercury biopic “Bo¬ 
hemian Rhapsody,” lunar drama 
“First Man,” autobiographical 
Mexican story “Roma” and musi¬ 
cal melodrama “A Star Is Born” 
each received seven nomina¬ 
tions for the prizes, considered 
an indicator of likely success at 
Hollywood’s Academy Awards in 
what’s shaping up to be an unpre¬ 
dictable awards season. 

Best-picture nominees for 
the British awards, known as 
BAFTAs, are “BlacKkKlans- 
man,” “The Favourite,” “Green 
Book,” Roma” and “A Star Is 
Born.” 

Best-actress nominees are Col¬ 
man, Glenn Close for “The Wife,” 
Lady Gaga for “A Star is Born,” 
Melissa McCarthy for “Can You 
Ever Forgive Me?” and Viola 
Davis for “Widows.” 

Best-actor contenders are Brad¬ 
ley Cooper for “A Star is Bom,” 
Christian Bale for “Vice,” Rami 
Malek for “Bohemian Rhapsody,” 
Steve Coogan for “Stan and Ollie” 
and Viggo Mortensen for “Green 
Book.” 


The winners will be announced 
Feb. 10. 

Card! B nominated for 
13 iHeartRadio awards 

Cardi B has 13 reasons to cel¬ 
ebrate: She’s nominated for 13 
honors at the 2019 iHeartRadio 
Music Awards. 

IHeartMedia announced 
Wednesday that the rapper is the 
most nominated act, competing 
for honors such as song of the year 
for “Girls Like You” with Maroon 
5 and female artist of the year. 
Drake follows Cardi B with eight 
nominations and is up for song of 
the year with “God’s Plan.” 

Other song-of-the-year nomi¬ 
nees include Ed Sheeran’s “Per¬ 
fect,” Post Malone’s “Better 
Now” and “The Middle” by Zedd, 
Maren Morris and Grey. 

The fan-voted awards show will 
air March 14. 

Other news 

■ Jordan Peele’s “Us,” his an¬ 
ticipated follow-up to “Get Out,” 
will make its world premiere at 
the South by Southwest Film Fes¬ 
tival. SXSW announced Tuesday 
that “Us” will open the 26th edi¬ 
tion of the Austin, Texas, festi¬ 
val on March 8. “Us,” a socially 
minded horror thriller starring 
Lupita Nyong’o, will be widely re¬ 
leased March 22. 

■ Fox used a week when there 
wasn’t much else on broadcast 
television besides football to 
air its new competition, “The 
Masked Singer.” The Nielsen 
company said that 9.37 million 
people watched the series debut 
last Jan. 2. That was the biggest 
audience for an unscripted show 
premiere on television in the past 
seven years. 

wire services 



Suicide Squad’ actress 
to star as iconic doll 
■ in live-action movie 




toymaker’s newly-established 
■ ■ * Mattel Films. The Barbie doll 
b * , debuted at a New York toy fair 
- - PP*.; in 1959. 

Robbie said in a statement that 
she believes the film will have 
USB a “tremendously positive im- 
pact on children and audiences 
I H worldwide.” The Oscar-nomi- 
I H nated actress has also starred in 
“Mary Queen of Scots,” and “I, 
Tonya.” 

The film’s title and release date 
f have not been revealed, 
k The deal comes after a series 

I of failed attempts to turn the 
almost 60-year-old brand into a 
film franchise — a strategy that 
rival Hasbro used with Trans- 
^ formers and My Little Pony to help 
it overtake Mattel in revenue. 

Mattel has struggled to get Barbie 
projects off the ground: Most recently, a 
film to star comedian Amy Schumer was 
scrapped in 2017. But when Ynon Kreiz, 
a Hollywood veteran, became Mattel’s 
CEO last year, he vowed to create more 
entertainment around Mattel’s intellec¬ 
tual property. 
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Sears receives 
reprieve from 
its liquidation 


Chairman, largest shareholder, 
revises bid to save the retailer 


By Anne D’Innocenzio 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Sears received 
another possible lifeline Tuesday 
when the company’s chairman 
and largest shareholder promised 
to line up the necessary financing 
to keep the struggling department 
store chain afloat. 

The reprieve came after what 
Sears lawyers described to a 
bankruptcy judge in New York as 
“round-the-clock” negotiations 
following the company board’s 
initial rejection of Eddie Lam- 
pert’s proposal, which sought to 
preserve 425 stores and 50,000 
workers. 

According to lawyers close to 
the matter, one of the main stick¬ 
ing points was that the bid didn’t 
include cash. The revised version 
now requires Lampert to deposit 
$120 million by 4 p.m. Wednesday 
through his ESL hedge fund. 

The fate of Sears remains to be 
determined. Lampert’s bid will 
go to an auction set for Monday 
and will compete with other bids 
from liquidators looking to shut 
down the company. A committee 


of unsecured creditors has been 
pushing for straight liquidation 
and believes there are litigation 
claims against ESL for prior 
transactions. 

In a statement emailed to The 
Associated Press, ESL said it 
“appreciates the encouragement 
from the court and the construc¬ 
tive engagement of the debtors as 
we work to formalize our going 
concern proposal so that it can 
be evaluated at the upcoming 
auction.” 

“We believe in Sears and will 
continue to do everything we can 
to ensure that it has a profitable 
future,” ESL added. 

It’s unclear who will be the 
winner of the auction process, 
which could take a few days. A 
bankruptcy judge will then weigh 
different scenarios including the 
value of retaining 50,000 jobs, 
according to David Wander, an 
attorney at Davidoff Hutcher & 
Citron, which represents two of 
Sears vendors. 

“You always want a competi¬ 
tive bidding process. You never 
get the best value if you have only 
one party,” Wander said. 



Seth Wenig/AP 


Sears is getting another possible reprieve from liquidation after its 
chairman and largest shareholder revised his bid to save the iconic 
brand, according to a hearing Tuesday at a bankruptcy court. 


The llth-hour negotiation is yet 
another twist in the rocky jour¬ 
ney of Sears whose fate has been 
hanging in the wind, particularly 
since it filed for Chapter 11 bank¬ 
ruptcy on Oct. 15. As of the filing, 
the company had just under 700 
stores and 68,000 workers. 

Sears, which began as mail 
order watch business 132 years 
ago and grew to be the largest re¬ 
tailer in the world, has been in a 
slow death spiral, hobbled by the 
Great Recession and outmatched 
by competitors like Amazon and 
Walmart 

Under Lampert, Sears has 
bought time over the years by 
spinning off stores and putting 
on the block the brands that had 
grown synonymous with the com¬ 


pany, such as Craftsman. Lam¬ 
pert loaned out his own money 
and put together deals to keep the 
company going, turning what¬ 
ever profit he could for his hedge 
fund. 


MARKET WATCH 


Jan. 8, 2019 


Dow Jones 256.10 
industrials 23,787.45 


Nasdaq 

composite 



6,897.00 


Standard & 24.72 

Poor’s 500 2,574.41 


Russeli 

2000 


21.19 

1,426.55 


Eli Lilly agrees to buy 
Loxo Oncology for $8B 

Eli Lilly & Co. has agreed to 
buy Loxo Oncology Inc. for about 
$8 billion in cash in the first mqjor 
deal by new Chief Executive Offi¬ 
cer Dave Ricks. 

The deal for $235 per share 
seals Lilly’s commitment to on¬ 
cology, which has become the 
drugmaker’s predominant area 
in drug development. 

The offer represents a premi¬ 
um of about 68 percent to Loxo’s 
closing stock price on Friday. 

Loxo studies so-called preci¬ 
sion cancer drugs, therapies that 
treat a subset of tumors with cer¬ 
tain medical markers. 

From wire reports 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 10).$1.1744 

Dollar buys (Jan. 10).€0.8515 

British pound (Jan. 10).$1.30 

Japanese yen (Jan. 10).94.00 

$outh Korean won (Jan. 10).1,093.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3769 

British pound.$1.2781 

Canada (Doilar).1.3246 

China (Yuan) 6 8173 

Denmark (Krone).6.4790 

Egypt (Pound).17.9274 

Euro.$1.1525/0.8677 

Hong Kong (Doilar).7.8385 

Hungary (Forint).278.98 

israei (Shekel).3.6700 

Japan (Yen).108.45 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3031 

Norway (Krone).8.4770 

Phiiippines (Peso).52.25 

Poiand (Zloty) 3 73 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7519 

Singapore (Doliar).1.3544 

South Korea (Won).1,118.50 

Switzeriand (Franc).0.9746 

Thaiiand (Baht).31.97 

Turkey (Lira).5.4640 


(Military exchange rates are those 
availabie to customers at miiitary banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netheriands and the United Kingdom. For 
noniocai currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your iocai military banking 
facility. Commerciai rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. Aii figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in doiiars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is doiiars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 
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By David Ignatius 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
t home and abroad, people are now 
asking a question they’ve dreaded 
for nearly two years: How will 
the erratic presidency of Donald 
Trump function without the steadying hand 
of Jim Mattis as defense secretary? 

Life without Mattis is the scary reality of 
this new year. The president may have tired 
of the careful, battle-hardened advice he 
received from the retired Marine general, 
but America’s allies depended on Mattis for 
reassurance. 

As one prominent diplomat put it in a 
message after hearing the news of Mat¬ 
tis’ resignation: “God help us.” That con¬ 
cern was widely shared on Capitol Hill and 
around the world. 

Mapping the contours of defense and for¬ 
eign policy, post-Mattis, is a useful exercise 
— not least because it’s a reminder that the 
world hasn’t come to an end. Mattis tried 
to guide an inexperienced and impulsive 
president, often keeping silent in public to 
preserve his access, but he knew that his 
influence with Trump would eventually 
degrade. It just happened quicker than he 
wanted. 

The first question is who should succeed 
Mattis. The default choice is Patrick Shana¬ 
han, the former deputy who is now acting 
secretary of defense. He appears to have 
the trust of both Mattis, who worked closely 
with him for 18 months, and Trump. Ideal¬ 
ly, Shanahan would be the unknown backup 
quarterback who suddenly gets the call and 
(to everyone’s surprise) wins the game. 

Shanahan has some attributes of a good 
Pentagon chief As a former Boeing execu- 


By Philip Bump 

The Washington Post 

P resident Donald Trump, as he 
himself will tell you in a heartbeat, 
wasn’t supposed to win. Pundit 
after pundit predicted time and 
again that his comments would doom him, 
that his rhetoric was too virulent, that his 
tone was too aggressive. But he built a fol¬ 
lowing among Republican primary voters 
that carried him (however bumpily) to the 
nomination and then, using the same rhet¬ 
oric of danger and fear, leveraged partisan 
loyalty to squeak past Hillary Clinton by 
enough votes in enough places and prove 
everyone wrong. Trump can’t win the 
presidency? He just did, running the same 
race at the end as he had at the beginning. 

There was a lesson Trump took from 
that, clearly: The pundits are wrong and 
villainizing immigrants from Mexico and 
the Middle East works. He internalized the 
importance of holding that same core base 
of support that was with him early on and, 
however overtly, has maintained a focus 
on offering the same rhetoric that earned 
their love in the first place. 

From that perspective, it’s not a surprise 
that Trump’s first Oval Office address to 
the country focused on stoking visceral 
fear of people crossing America’s south¬ 
ern border. Sure, there was, as expected, 
the sort of misleading data on the flow of 
drugs from Mexico, failing to note that (as 
his administration admits) the majority of 
those drugs and that heroin comes through 
existing checkpoints. Sure, he argued 
that the revised NAFTA agreement that 
hasn’t yet been ratified would somehow 
mean Mexico will pay for the wall, which it 
doesn’t. But that’s not really what he want¬ 
ed Americans to focus on. 

Instead, he wanted America to focus on 
a police officer murdered by an undocu- 


tive, he knows how the siloed, hyper-bureau¬ 
cratic world of Pentagon contracting works, 
and why it’s a total disaster. As Trump said, 
Shanahan took a mismanaged “787 Dream¬ 
liner” project at Boeing and produced a 
great airplane. 

The negatives for Shanahan are also ob¬ 
vious. He lacks top-level political, military 
or business experience. Running the Penta¬ 
gon is arguably the most difficult manage¬ 
ment job in the world. People who succeed 
at it, like former Secretary Bob Gates, have 
combined strategic thinking with a wilhng- 
ness to overrule the hidebound and parochi¬ 
al interests of the military bureaucracies. 

The next secretary faces a huge chal¬ 
lenge that Mattis never fully embraced. The 
technology of warfare is being transformed, 
but our military services remain anchored 
to existing weapons systems and command 
structures. It is literally impossible, under 
current rules, to buy and deploy what’s 
needed. The Pentagon budget is bloated and 
misspent; it’s largely a log-rolling exercise 
that preserves the status quo. 

Does Shanahan have the guts and politi¬ 
cal skills to write the rules for a new genera¬ 
tion of warfare? If so, he’s the right person 
for the job. 

The second post-Mattis challenge falls to 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. As Mattis 
often said, America needs a less militarized 
foreign policy — and a more confident, cre¬ 
ative State Department. Pompeo got off to a 
strong start, picking good people and boost¬ 
ing morale. He seemed to have a knack for 
checking Trump’s mistakes without infuri¬ 
ating him. He was the “Trump whisperer.” 

Pompeo is still managing North Korea di¬ 
plomacy with a steady hand, from what we 
can see. But lately, he seems to have entered 
the Trump “twilight zone,” where he ac- 


mented immigrant in California. He want¬ 
ed listeners to hear about a veteran brutally 
killed by another immigrant here illegally. 
He wanted people to focus on gang mem¬ 
bers he talked about so often at his rallies, 
who killed a teenage girl in cold blood. 

“Over the last several years. I’ve met 
with dozens of families whose loved ones 
were stolen by illegal immigration. I’ve 
held the hands of the weeping mothers 
and embraced the grief-stricken fathers. 
So sad. So terrible,” he said. “I will never 
forget the pain in their eyes, the tremble 
in their voices, and the sadness gripping 
their souls. How much more American 
blood must we shed before Congress does 
its job?” 

No one would wish to trade places with 
those whose loved ones were killed by im¬ 
migrants in the country illegally — or with 
people who lost loved ones to criminals 
born and raised in the U.S. Trump’s claims 
at his campaign launch that migrants en¬ 
tering the United States from Mexico were 
criminals spurred some of the first fact- 
checks of his candidacy and, as you and 
he should know by now, it’s not true. Im¬ 
migrants are less likely to commit crimes 
than native-born Americans, including im¬ 
migrants in the country illegally. 

There are certainly examples of immi¬ 
grants committing horrible crimes, just as 
there are examples of people from Cana¬ 
da committing horrible crimes or people 
named Donald committing horrible crimes. 
Those criminals are outliers. Trump and 
his defenders will argue the immigrants 
in the country shouldn’t have been here to 
commit those crimes in the first place, but 
Trump didn’t present evidence that a wall 
would have prevented them from being 
here. When Congress passed a law named 
after Kate Steinle, a woman who was acci¬ 
dentally shot to death by an undocumented 


quiesces on bad decisions, as on Syria and 
Saudi Arabia, to avoid an open break with 
his boss. One lesson of the last two years is 
that trying to tiptoe around Trump is not ul¬ 
timately a winning strategy — for Pompeo 
any more than it was for Mattis. 

Pompeo’s daily job description is fulfill¬ 
ing the mission Mattis invoked in his res¬ 
ignation letter: “Our strength as a nation 
is inextricably linked to the strength of our 
unique and comprehensive system of alli¬ 
ances and partnerships.” In short, we need 
diplomacy. 

The final member of Trump’s post-Mat¬ 
tis team is John Bolton, the national secu¬ 
rity adviser. We’ll find out this week if he 
has the right stuff. He bravely (and cor¬ 
rectly) signaled to Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan that Trump’s ruinous “let 
Turkey do it” deal for Syria withdrawal is 
off the table, drawing a volcanic Erdogan 
response Tuesday. If Trump backs Bolton, 
he may yet stumble to a satisfactory Syria 
policy. If Bolton retreats, he might as well 
quit; he will have been shown to have no 
influence. 

And then there’s Trump. The problem 
Mattis encountered, in the end, was that the 
president really did think he understood 
military policy better than his generals, 
and foreign policy better than his diplo¬ 
mats. This arrogance is destroying Trump’s 
presidency. 

After Mattis, Trump has another fleeting 
chance to get it right, and halt the process of 
government by tirade. It’s hard to imagine 
him coming to his senses, and avoiding the 
catastrophe ahead, but Trump could start 
by listening to his advisers. 


immigrant in San Francisco, I asked the 
Department of Homeland Security how 
the shooter had entered the country. They 
weren’t able to say. 

Most of those who are added to the ranks 
of those in the country illegally in recent 
years have overstayed visas. In 2015, the 
Migration Policy Institute estimated the 
number of undocumented immigrants ar¬ 
riving from Asia was growing much fast¬ 
er than arrivals from Mexico or Central 
America. A few months later, an immigrant 
from China in the country illegally was 
sentenced to 125 years in prison for mur¬ 
dering a family in Brooklyn. Despite his 
focus on crimes committed by immigrants. 
Trump didn’t mention the incident. 

Setting aside the validity of Trump’s ar¬ 
guments, it’s worth asking why he keeps 
making them. There are few Americans, 
it seems safe to assume, who are unaware 
of Trump’s position on immigration from 
Mexico or his tendency to cherry-pick bad 
actors as exemplars of the group. So why 
make the same case yet again? 

In part, it’s because he’s facing one of 
the hardest fights of his political career. 
His campaign pledges to build a wall on 
Mexico’s dime ranged from impractical 
to fanciful, but the conservative media 
that he voraciously consumes never forgot 
them. He’s decided, once and for all, to try 
to wield the levers of power to make the 
promise a reality, choosing to take a hard 
stand on an issue that, probably more than 
any other from his campaign, evokes fer¬ 
vent opposition. He is picking a fight over 
something that he himself has made politi¬ 
cally toxic and realizing that he lacks the 
clout to force his opponents’ hand. So he 
reverts to his original political strategy. 

Philip Bump writes about politics for the 
Washington Post blog The Fix. He is based in New 
York City. 



Wall sales pitch reverts to Trump’s oldest tactic: Fear 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Peruke 
4 Tousle 
8 Labyrinth 

12 Altar 
constellation 

13 Isaac’s eldest 

14 Modern taxi 
alternative 

15 World of 
organized crime 

17 Dross 

18 Earth (Pref.) 

19 Poetic feet 
21 Ohio city 

24 Actress Long 

25 Mentalist Geller 

26 Candied veggie 
28 Knight wear 

32 Stagger 
34 Gaiety 

36 Flintstones’ pet 

37 Seoul setting 
39 Fawn’s mom 

41 Dol. fractions 

42 Bearded beast 
44 Salsa scoopers 
46 “La Mer” 

composer 

50 4, on a phone 

51 Pre-diploma 
hurdle 

52 Ruffian 

56 Church area 

57 Rochester’s love 

58 Citrus drink 


59 Privation 

60 Source 

61 At once 

DOWN 

1 Witty one 

2 A Gershwin 
brother 

3 More like a 
string bean 

4 Tune 

5 “Born in the —’’ 

6 Grit 

7 Egypt’s neighbor 

8 Plot dog 
condiment 

9 With skill 

10 Gusto 

11 Work units 
16 “Gosh!” 

20 “Flomeland” org. 

21 Ankara resident 


22 Crunchy cookie 

23 Klutz 
27 Wet dirt 

29 State made of 
two peninsulas 

30 Aware of 

31 Colonial 
seamstress 

33 Lentils, for 
example 
35 Dijon denial 
38 Reply (Abbr.) 

40 Aerie newborn 
43 Leading man? 

45 Greek X 

46 Transaction 

47 Big fair, for short 

48 Striped fish 

49 Vacillate 

53 Spanish gold 

54 Flubbub 

55 Just out 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



1-10 CRYPTOQUIP 


KZW BIEEWB IQIGVVJ UXWQ 

HGYBVJ QVXOVJ, PIK ZW ZGQ 

PWUIE QSBYEKYEU. ZW OGEKQ 

G AZGEUW XH SGAW. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SUPPOSING A CATTLE 
RUSTLER BROKE INTO A RANCH, WHAT WOULD 
HE PROBABLY BE DOING? TAKING STOCK. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals S 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College hockey 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Boston U. 2, Harvard 2, OT 
American International 6, Sacred H 

MIDWEST 

Merrimack 4, Michigan 2 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Designated 
LHP Ian Clarkin for assignment. Agreed 
to terms with RHP Kelvin Herrera on a 
two-year contract. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Michael Ynoa to a minor 
league contract. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Named Eric Gagne 
bullpen coach of Nashville (PCL); Alex 
Rodriguez trainer of Frisco (TL); Corey 
Ragsdale manager, Chase Lambin and 
Turtle Thomas coaches, Luke Teeters 
trainer and Adam Noel strength and con¬ 
ditioning coach of Down East (Carolina); 
and Jared Goedert and Josh Johnson 
coaches and Bronson Santillan trainer of 
Hickory (SAL). 

National League 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Acquired 
RHP Jaime Schultz from Tampa Bay for 
RHP Caleb Sampen. 

NEW YORK METS - Placed 3B David 
Wright on waivers for the purpose of his 
unconditional release. Signed LHP Hec¬ 
tor Santiago to a minor league contract. 
Named Zach Weber manager of media 
relations, Alan Suriel translator/pub¬ 
lic relations assistant and Zack Becker 
communications assistant. 

BASKETBALL 

WNBA 

PHOENIX MERCURY - Fired assistant 
coach Todd Troxel. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Named Kliff 
Kingsbury coach and agreed to terms 
with him on a four-year contract. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Named Dirk 
Koetter offensive coordinator and Mike 
Mularkey tight ends coach. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Signed OL Dejon Al¬ 
len, DL Abdullah Anderson, RB Ryan Nall, 
LBs James Vaughters and Josh Woods, 
WRs Tanner Gentry and Cyril Grayson 
and DBS John Franklin III, Michael Joseph 
and Jonathon Mincy to reserve/future 
contracts. 

DETROIT LIONS - Named Mike Disner 
vice president of football administra¬ 
tion. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Named Matt 
LaFleur coach. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Placed TE 
Jacob Holister on injured reserve. Signed 
TE Stephen Anderson from the practice 
squad and DB A.J. Howard and OL Dan 
Skipper to the practice squad. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Named 
Bruce Arians coach. 

GOLF 

RYDER CUP EUROPE - Named Padraig 
Harrington captain of the 2020 team. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Recalled D 
Dan Renouf from Charlotte (AHL). 

COLUMBUS BLUEJACKETS - Recalld F 
Maxime Fortier from Jacksonville (ECHL) 
to Cleveland (AHL). 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS - Returned F 
Josh Ho-Sang to Bridgeport (AHL). 

SAN JOSE SHARKS - Recalled D Mi¬ 
chael Brodzinski and Cody Donaghey 
from Orlando (ECHL) to San Jose (AHL). 
OLYMPIC SPORTS 

WORLD ANTI-DOPING AGENCY - 

Named Catherine MacLean director/ed¬ 
ucation and communications and Tom 
May director/program development and 
National and Regional Anti-Doping Orga¬ 
nizations relations. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

FC DALLAS - Signed M Bryan Acosta 
from Tenerife (Segunda Division-Spain). 

National Women’s Soccer League 

WASHINGTON SPIRIT - Named Rich¬ 
ie Burke coach and technical director, 
Michael Minthorne high performance 
coach and Christian Cziommer tactical 
analyst and team performance coach. 

TENNIS 

USTA — Named Chris Evert chair of 
the USTA Foundation Board of Directors. 

COLLEGE 

GEORGIA TECH — Announced sopho¬ 
more men’s basketball F Jordan Usher 
has transferred from Southern Cal. 

MEMPHIS - Named Pete Lembo as¬ 
sistant head football coach and special 
teams coordinator. 

OHIO STATE - Named Al Washington 
linebackers coach. 

TEXAS - WR Lil’Jordan Humphrey will 
enter the NFL Draft. 


College football 

1 

Pro football 

1 

Tennis 


Monday’s score 

Saturday, Dec. IS 
Celebration Bowi 
At Atianta 

N.C. A&T 24, Alcorn State 22 

Cure Bowi 
Oriando, Fia. 

Tulane 41, Louisiana-Lafayette 24 

New Mexico Bowi 
Aibuquerque 

Utah State 52, North Texas 13 

Las Vegas Bowi 

Fresno State 31, Arizona State 20 

Cameiiia Bowi 
Montgomery, Aia. 

Georgia Southern 23, Eastern Michigan 21 

New Orleans Bowi 

A^|)alachian State 45, Middle Tennes- 

Tuesday, Dec. 18 
Boca Raton (Fia.) Bowi 
UAB 37, North Illinois 13 

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
Frisco (Texas) Bowi 
Ohio 27, San Diego State 0 
Thursday, Dec. 20 
Gaspaniia Bowi 
At St. Petersburg, Fia. 

Marshall 38, South Florida 20 
Friday, Dec. 21 
Bahamas Bowi 

FlU 35, Toledo 32 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Boise 

BYU 49, Western Michigan 18 

Saturday, Dec. 22 
Birmingham (Aia.) Bowi 
Wake Forest 37, Memphis 34 
Armed Forces Bowi 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 70, Houston 14 

Doiiar General Bowl 


Louisiana Tech 31, Hawaii 14 

Wednesday, Dec. 26 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Boise State 
(10-3), ccd. 

Quick Lane Bowl 

Minnesota 24, Georgia Tech 10 

Cheez-lt Bowl 
Phoenix 

TCU 10, California 7, OT 

Thursday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Duke 56, Temple 27 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Wisconsin 35, Miami 3 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Baylor 45, Vanderbilt 38 

Friday, Dec. 28 
Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Auburn 63, Purdue 14 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Syracuse 34, West Virginia 18 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Washington State 28, Iowa State 26 

Saturday, Dec. 29 
Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

Florida 41, Michigan 15 

Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Virginia 28, South Carolina 0 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Nevada 16, Arkansas State 13, OT 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

CFP Semifinal, (llemson 30, Notre Dame 3 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

CFP Semifinal, Alabama 45, Oklahoma 34 

Monday, Dec. 31 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Cincinnati 35, Virginia Tech 31 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

Stanford 14, Pittsburgh 13 

Red box Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Oregon 7, Michigan State 6 


Oklahoma State 38, Missouri 33 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Northwestern 31, Utah 20 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Texas A&M 52, NC State 13 
Tuesday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Iowa 27, Mississippi State 22 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Kentucky 27, Penn State 24 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

LSU 40, UCF 32 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Ohio State 28, Washington 23 
Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 
Texas 28, Georgia 21 

Monday, Jan. 7 

College Footban Championship 
Santa Clara, Calif. 
Clemson 44, Alabama 16 
Saturday, Jan. 19 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 
American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 26 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 


NFL playoffs 

Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 5 

Indianapolis 21, Houston 7 
Dallas 24, Seattle 22 

Sunday, Jan. 6 

L.A. Chargers 23, Baltimore 17 
Philadelphia 16, Chicago 15 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 12 

Indianapolis at Kansas City 
Dallas at L.A. Rams 

Sunday, Jan. 13 

Los Angeles Chargers at New England 
Philadelphia at New Orleans 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 20 
NFC 

Teams TBD 

AFC 

Teams TBD 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 27 
At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC VS. NFC 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 3 
At Atlanta 

AFC champion vs. NFC champion 


Pro baseball 


Auckland Open 

At ASB Tenni^Arena 
Auckland, New Zealand 
Purse: $527,880 (ATP250) 
Surface.^Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, def. Steve 
Johnson (9), United States, 7-5, 6-3. 

David Ferrer, Spain, def. Robin Haase, 
Netherlands, 6-2,6-1. 

Peter Gojowczyk, Germany, def. Guido 
Pella, Argentina, 6-1,3-6, 6-1. 

Rubin Statham, New Zealand, def. 
Chung Hyeon (6), South Korea, 7-5, 6-3. 

Ugo Humbert, France, def. Pablo Cue¬ 
vas, Uruguay, 7-5, 6-1. 


Free agents 

NEW YORK — The 122 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected $17.9 million qualify¬ 
ing offer): 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (2) - Adam Jones, of; Col¬ 
by Rasmus, of. 

BOSTON (3) - q-Craig Kimbrel, rhp; 
Brandon Phillips, 2b; Drew Pomeranz, 
Ihp. 

CHICAGO (4) — Jeanmar Gomez, rhp; 
Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; Hector Santiago, 
Ihp; James Shields, rhp. 

CLEVELAND (6) - Cody Allen, rhp; 
Melky Cabrera; of; Brandon Guyer, of; 
Oliver Perez, Ihp; Adam Rosales, inf; Josh 
Tomlin, rhp. 

DETROIT (4) — Jose Iglesias, ss; Fran¬ 
cisco Liriano, Ihp; Victor Martinez, dh; 
Jarrod Saltalamacchia, c. 

HOUSTON (5) - Evan Gattis, of; Mar- 
win Gonzalez, inf-of; q-Dallas Keuchel, 
Ihp; Martin Maldonado, c; Tony Sipp, 
Ihp. 

KANSAS CITY (2) - Alcides Escobar, 
ss; Jason Hammel, rhp. 

LOS ANGELES (5) - Jim Johnson, rhp; 
Blake Wood, rhp; Junichi Tazawa, rhp; 
Chris Young, of; Eric Young Jr., of, 

MINNESOTA (6) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Logan Forsythe, 2b: Chris Gimenez, c; 
Joe Mauer, lb; Logan Morrison, lb; Ervin 
Santana, rhp, 

NEW YORK (3) - Zach Britton, Ihp; Ad- 
einy Hechavarria, ss; Neil Walker, inf. 

OAKLAND (5) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Edwin Jackson, rhp; Matt Joyce, of; 
Shawn Kelley, rhp; Jed Lowrie, 2b. 

SEATTLE (7) — Gordon Beckham, 2b; 
Zach Duke, Ihp; Cameron Maybin, of; Da¬ 
vid Phelps, rhp; Andrew Romine, inf-of; 
Denard Span, of; Adam Warren, rhp. 

TAMPA BAY (2) - Carlos Gomez, of; 
Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (6) - Tony Barnette, rhp; Adri¬ 
an Beltre, 3b: Bartolo Colon, rhp; Doug 
Fister, rhp; Yovani Gallardo, rhp; c; Mar¬ 
tin Perez, Ihp. 

TORONTO (2) -Tyler Clippard, rhp; 
Marco Estrada, rhp, 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (7) - Clay Buchholz, rhp; 
Randall Delgado, rhp; Jake Diekman, Ihp; 
Jon Jay, of; q-A.J. Pollock, of; Chris Stew¬ 
art, c; Brad Ziegler, rhp. 

ATLANTA (7) — Brad Brach, rhp; Lucas 
Duda, lb; Ryan Flaherty, inf; Nick Marka- 
kis, of; Brandon McCarthy, rhp; Peter 
Moylan, rhp; Rene Rivera, c. 

CHICAGO (4) — Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; 
Jaime Garcia, Ihp; Bobby Wilson, c; Jus¬ 
tin Wilson, Ihp; 

COLORADO (6) — Drew Butera, c; Car¬ 
los Gonzalez, of; Matt Holliday, of; DJ Le- 
Mahieu, 2b; Adam Ottavino, rhp; Gerardo 
Parra, of. 

LOS ANGELES (6) - John Axford, rhp; 
Brian Dozier, 2b; q-Yasmani Grandal, c; 
Daniel Hudson, rhp; Manny Machado, ss; 
Ryan Madson, rhp. 

MILWAUKEE (4) - Gio Gonzalez, Ihp; 
Curtis Granderson, of; Wade Miley, Ihp; 
Mike Moustakas, 3b. 

NEW YORK (6) - Jerry Blevins, Ihp; 
Austin Jackson, of; Jose Lobaton, c; 
Devin Mesoraco, c; A.J. Ramos, rhp; Jose 
Reyes, inf. 

PHILADELPHIA (3) - Jose Bautista, of; 
Asdrubal Cabrera, 2b; Aaron Loup, Ihp. 
PITTSBURGH (1) - Josh Harrison, 2b. 
ST. LOUIS (2) - Matt Adams, lb; Bud 
Norris, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - A.J. Ellis, c; Freddy 
Galvis, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (4) - Gregor Blanco, 
of; Derek Holland, Ihp; Nick Hundley, c; 
Hunter Pence, of. 

WASHINGTON (8) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; Tim Collins, Ihp; q-Bryce Harper, of; 
Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Kelvin Herrera, 
rhp; Greg Holland, rhp; Mark Reynolds, 
lb; Matt Wieters, c. 


First Round 

Ben Mclachlan, Japan, and Jan-Len- 
nard Struff, Germany, def. Lukasz Kubot, 
Poland, and Horacio Zeballos, Argentina, 
7-6 (5), 2-6, 10-7. 

Oliver Marach, Austria, and Mate 
Pavic (1), Croatia, def. Matteo Berrettini 
and Fabio Fognini, Italy, 6-7 (3), 6-3,10-4. 

Henri Kontinen, Finland, and Frederik 
Nielsen, Denmark, def. Robin Haase and 
Matwe Middelkoop, Netherlands, 3-6, 6- 
4, 10-8. 

Guido Pella, Argentina, and Joao Sou¬ 
sa, Portugal, def. Cameron Norrie, Brit¬ 
ain, and Rubin Statham, New Zealand, 
6-4, 6-2. 

Raven Klassen, South Africa, and Mi¬ 
chael Venus (3), New Zealand, def. Domi¬ 
nic Inglot, Britain, and Franko Skugor, 
Croatia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Sydney International 

Tuesday 

At Olympic Park Tennis Centre 
Sydney 

Purse: Men, $527,880 (ATP250); Women, 
$823,000 (Premier) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 


First Round 

_ .:ublev, Russia, 

Pouille (6), France, 6-2, 6-3. 

Andreas Seppi (8), Italy, def. Jeremy 
Chardy, France, 7-5, 2-6, 6-4. 

Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, def. 
Denis Kudia, United States, 7-5,6-4. 

John Millman, Australia, def. Frances 
Tiafoe, United States, 4-6, 7-6 (5), 7-5. 

Marton Fucsovics (7), Hungary, def. 
James Duckworth, Australia, 3-6, 6-3, 6- 
4. 

Second Round 

Jordan Thompson, Australia, def. Taro 
Daniel, Japan, 3-6, 7-6 (5), 6-0. 

Alex de Minaur (5), Australia, leads 
Reilly Opelka, United States, 1-0, susp. 

Women 
First Round 

Petra Kvitova (5), Czech Republic, def. 
Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, 6-1, 7-5. 

Ashleigh Barty, Australia, def. Jelena 
Ostapenko, Latvia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Sloane Stephens (4), United States, 
def. Ekaterina Alexandrova, Russia, 0-6, 
7-6 (3), 7-6 (3). 

Priscilla Hon, Australia, def. Tatjana 
Maria, Germany, 6-3, 7-6 (4). 

Aliaksandra Sasnovich, Belarus, def. 
Daria Kasatkina (8), Russia, 6-1,6-4. 

Hsieh Su-wei, Taiwan, def. Danielle 
Collins, United States, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 

Monica Puig, Puerto Rico, leads Anett 
Kontaveit, Estonia, 5-2, susp. 

Elise Mertens (10), Belgium, leads Kat¬ 
erina Siniakova, Czech Republic, 7-6 (4), 
2-6, 4-1, susp. 

Second Round 

Angelique Kerber (2), Germany, def. 
Camila Giorgi, Italy, 7-6 (3), 6-2. 


Tunisia, and Marc Lopez, Spain, walk- 

Jamie Murray, Britain, and Bruno 
Soares (2), Brazil, def. Santiago Gonza¬ 
lez, Mexico, and Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi, 
Pakistan, 6-4, 6-4. 

Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert 
Farah (1), Colombia, def. Roman Jebavy, 
Czech Republic, and Andres Molteni, Ar¬ 
gentina, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and Edouard Rog- 
er-Vasselin, France, def. Rohan Bopanna 
and DiviJ Sharan, India, 6-2, 6-4. 

Matthew Ebden, Australia, and Robert 
Lindstedt, Sweden, def. Maximo Gonza¬ 
lez, Argentina, and Nicolas Jarry, Chile, 
7-6 (2), 7-6(1). 

Alex Bolt and Matt Reid, Australia, 
def. Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, and Andreas 
Seppi, Italy, 6-3, 7-6 (6). 

Women 
First Round 

Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany, and 
Vania King, United States, def. Nicole 
Melichar, United States, and Kveta Pe- 
schke (2), Czech Republic, 6-7 (3), 6-3, 
10-7. 

Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, and Xu 
Yifan (1), China, def. Raquel Atawo, Unit¬ 
ed States, and Katarina Srebotnik, Slove¬ 
nia, 6-4, 4-6, 11-9. 

Miyu Kato and Makoto Ninomiya, Ja¬ 
pan, def. Shuko Aoyama, Japan, and Lid- 
ziya Marozava, Belarus, 6-3,6-4. 

Andreja Klepac, Slovenia, and Maria 
Jose Martinez Sanchez (3), Spain, def. 
Priscilla Hon and AJIa Tomljanovic, Aus¬ 
tralia, 7-5, 3-6,10-8. 

Erl Hozumi, Japan, and Alicja Rosol- 
ska, Poland, def. Oksana Kalashnikova, 
Georgia, and Tatjana Maria, Germany, 
7-5, 6-3. 

Hobart International 

Tuesday 

At The Domain Tennis Centre 
Hobart, Austraiia 
Purse: $226,750 (inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Anna Blinkova, Russia, def. Zhang Sh- 
uai (3), China, 6-2, 0-6, 6-2. 

Viktoria Kuzmova, Slovakia, def. Timea 
Babos, Hungary, 6-3, 6-3. 

Alize Cornet (6), France, def. Alison 
Bai, Australia, 6-4, 6-2. 

Kirsten Flipkens (7), Belgium, def. Dali- 
la Jakupovic, Slovenia, 6-4, 7-5. 

Belinda Bencic, Switzerland, def. Mi 
haela Buzarnescu (2), Romania, 4-6, 6-3 


7-5. 

Ali,,.. . 

Madison B 


7-5. 


>, United States, 7-6 (5) 


MLB calendar 

Jan. 11 — Salary arbitration figures 
exchanged. 

Jan. 22 — BBWAA Hall of Fame voting 
announced. 

Jan. 28-Feb. 15 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Feb. 6-8 — Owners’ meetings, Orlando, 
Fla. 


First Round 

Martin Klizan, Slovakia, and Nicholas 
Monroe, United States, def. Malek Jaziri, 


College basketball 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Brown 97, Canisius 90, OT 
Buffalo 110, Toledo 80 
Dominican (NY) 67, Caldwell 55 
Felician 75, Concordia (N.Y.) 62 
Hobart 83, RPI 78 
Marist 78, Manhattan 63 
Merchant Marine 58, Old Westbury 55 
Villanova 76, St. John’s 71 
Yale 88, Skidmore 59 
SOUTH 

Cincinnati Christian 101, Brescia 88 
Duke 87, Wake Forest 65 
Kentucky 85, Texas A&M 74 
LSU 88, Alabama 79 
Midway 95, Alice Lloyd 83 
Montreat 81, Union (Ky.) 75 
NC A&T 104, Mid-Atlantic Christian 56 
North Alabama 61, Florida Gulf Coast 56 
North Carolina 90, NC State 82 
South Carolina 87, Mississippi St. 82 
MIDWEST 

Bowling Green 82, Ohio 63 
Cent. Michigan 88, Akron 86, OT 
Drake82,S. Illinois 70 
E. Michigan 84, Ball St. 82, OT 
Evansville 67, Loyola of Chicago 48 
Illinois St. 70, N. Iowa 69 
Kent St. 88, W. Michigan 73 
Maryland 82, Minnesota 67 
Michigan St. 77, Purdue 59 
Missouri St. 72, Indiana St. 57 
N. Illinois 83, Miami (Ohio) 70 
Ripon 94, Cornell (Iowa) 69 
St. Norbert 82, Beloit 59 
Tennessee 87, Missouri 63 
Valparaiso 61, Bradley 50 


Zoe Hives, Australia, def. Johanna 
Larsson, Sweden, 7-6 (1), 7-6 (2). 

Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Caro¬ 
line Garcia (1), France, 6-3, 6-2. 

Magda Linette, Poland, def. Maria 
Sakkari (4), Greece, 3-6, 6-2, 6-4. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Raluca Olaru, Romania, and Galina 
Voskoboeva, Kazakhstan, def. Alexandra 
Panova, Russia, and Laura Siegemund, 
Germany, 6-4, 6-3. 

Monica Niculescu, Romania, and Yang 
Zhaoxuan (3), China, def. Jiang Xinyu and 
Zhang Shuai, China, 6-4, 6-2. 

Anastasia Potapova, Russia, and Day¬ 
ana Yastremska, Ukraine, def. Alison Bai 
and Annerly Poulos, Australia, 6-3, 6-2. 

Dalila Jakupovic, Slovenia, and Sabri¬ 
na Santamaria, United States, def. Vera 
Lapko, Belarus, and Erin Routliffe, New 
Zealand, 5-7, 6-0, 13-11. 

Chan Hao-ching and Latisha Chan (1), 
Taiwan, def. Monique Adamczak and Jes¬ 
sica Moore, Australia, 6-4, 7-5. 

Irina-Camelia Begu and Mihaela Bu 
zarnescu (2), Romania, def. Kaitlyn Chris 
tian. United States, and Alexa Guarachi 
Chile, 1-6, 6-3,10-8. 


SOUTHWEST 

Baylor 73, Iowa St. 70 
Oklahoma St. 61, Texas 58 
Texas Tech 66, Oklahoma 59 

FAR WEST 

Colorado St. 87, Air Force 64 
Oregon Tech 77, S. Oregon 70 
San Diego St. 84, Wyoming 54 
UNLV 80, New Mexico 69 
Warner Pacific at New Hope Christian, 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Felician 76, Concordia (NY) 69 
Jefferson 91, Chestnut Hill 86 
Merchant Marine 49, Old Westbury 43 
Tulane 66, Temple 57 

SOUTH 

Alice Lloyd 77, Midway 66 
Barton 72, King (Tenn.) 53 
Brescia 61, Cincinnati Christian 53 
Florida Gulf Coast 68, North Alabama 52 
Gardner-Webb 52, Campbell 38 
Hampton 61, UNC Asheville 58 
Kennesaw St. 75, Jacksonville 55 
Milligan 82, Brenau 56 
North Florida 68, Lipscomb 53 
Presbyterian 81, Longwood 66 
Radford 80, High Point 58 
Samford 73, Montevallo 47 
Stetson 69, Liberty 52 
UCF 62, South Florida 49 
Union (Ky.) 76, Montreat 44 
VCU68, La Salle 38 
Winthrop 57, Charleston Southern 52 
MIDWEST 

Maryland 81, Nebraska 63 
Michigan 79, Northwestern 78 
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Nuggets center Nikola Jokic, right, looks for an open teammate past 
Heat center Hassan Whiteside on Tuesday in Miami. 

Roundup 


Jokic lifts Denver 
with triple-double 


Associated Press 

MIAMI — Nikola Jokic’s num¬ 
bers were big, as usual. 

And his shooting touch at the 
end was perfectly soft. 

Jokic had his fourth triple-dou¬ 
ble of the season — 29 points, 11 
rebounds and 10 assists — and his 
high-arching shot in the lane with 
2.4 seconds left lifted the West¬ 
ern Conference-leading Denver 
Nuggets to a 103-99 win over the 
Miami Heat on Tuesday night. 

“That’s my kind of shot,” said 
Jokic, who now has 20 career 
triple-doubles. “I love floaters, all 
kind of floaters.” 

Jamal Murray had 18 points. 
Trey Lyles added 15, Paul Millsap 
had 12 and Torrey Craig finished 
with 11 points and 16 rebounds 
for the Nuggets, who outrebound- 
ed Miami 50-38 and had a 23-11 
edge in second-chance points. 

It came on the second night of 
a back-to-back that started Mon¬ 
day in Houston, and without Gary 
Harris — sidelined with left ham¬ 
string tightness. 

“Hell of a win,” Nuggets coach 
Michael Malone said. “I don’t 
know if it’s a statement win or 
not. But it’s a win where we had 
every reason to use an excuse 
for the loss. And we don’t want 
to be a team that makes excuses. 
We want to be a team that finds 
ways when everything is stacked 
against us.” 

Dion Waiters returned to the 
lineup and scored 15 points for 
Miami, which got 13 apiece from 
Bam Adebayo and Kelly Olynyk, 
and 12 each from Hassan White- 
side, Josh Richardson and Justise 
Winslow. 

It was Waiters’ first time play¬ 
ing in Miami since December 
2017. He missed more than a year 
after ankle surgery. 

“A healthy me, that’s all I can 
ask for,” Waiters said. “I can just 
go out there and play. I don’t have 
to worry about anything.” 


Timberwolves 119, Thunder 
117: Andrew Wiggins had a 
season-high 40 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds, and Minnesota beat host 
Oklahoma City in Ryan Saunders’ 
first game as interim coach. 

Thunder reserve center Ner- 
lens Noel was taken off the court 
on a stretcher in the third quar¬ 
ter after being hit by Wiggins’ 
elbow on a dunk attempt. There 
was no immediate word on Noel’s 
condition. 

Warriors 125, Knicks 95: 

Klay Thompson scored 43 points 
with seven three-pointers, Ste¬ 
phen Curry had his first double¬ 
double of the season with 14 points 
and a season-best 14 assists, and 
host Golden State snapped a rare 
three-game home losing streak 
by beating cold-shooting New 
York. 

Raptors 104, Hawks 101: 

Serge Ibaka scored the winning 
basket with 17 seconds remaining 
and Toronto won its sixth straight 
home game. 

Pacers 123, Cavaliers 115: 

Thaddeus Young scored 26 points, 
Bojan Bogdanovic had 23 and In¬ 
diana held off a late run to hand 
host Cleveland its 10th straight 
loss. 

Clippers 128, Hornets 109: 

Lou Williams had 27 points and 
10 assists, and Los Angeles beat 
Charlotte for the ninth straight 
time at Staples Center. 

76ers 132, Wizards 115: 
Rookie Landry Shamet made 
eight three-pointers and scored 
29 points, both career highs, and 
Joel Embiid had 20 points and 10 
rebounds to lead host Philadel¬ 
phia to a rout of Washington. 

Suns 115, Kings 111: Kelly 
Oubre Jr. matched his career 
high with 26 points, including a 
one-handed rebound jam with 
11.1 seconds to play, and host 
Phoenix snapped a six-game los¬ 
ing streak by rallying from a 
21-point deficit to beat turnover- 
prone Sacramento. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Miami 
Charlotte 
Orlando 
Washington 
Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


Southeast Division 

19 20 . 


Pet GB 

31 12 .721 - 

27 14 .659 3 

24 15 .615 5 

20 22 .476 IQ'/i 

10 31 .244 20 


17 23 .425 2'/2 


16 25 . 

12 - 


.. .300 7'/2 

Centrai Division 

28 11 .718 - 

27 13 .675 l'/2 

17 21 .447 10'/2 

10 30 .250 18'/2 

8 33 .195 21 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Memphis 
Dallas 

Northwest Division 

Denver 27 12 

Oklahoma City 25 15 

Portland 


16 .590 

17 .585 
22 .463 
22 .450 
22 .450 


Golden State 
LA. Clippers 
L.A. Lakers 
Sacramento 
Phoenix 


Pacific Division 


20 21 .488 8 
20 21 .488 8 


20 21 .488 


__ 32 .238 IVA 

Monday’s games 
San Antonio 119, Detroit 107 
Boston 116, Brooklyn 95 
Houston 125, Denver 113 
Milwaukee 114, Utah 102 
New Orleans 114, Memphis 95 
L.A. Lakers 107, Dallas 97 
Portland 111, New York 101 
Sacramento 111, Orlando 95 
Tuesday’s games 
Indiana 123, Cleveland 115 
Philadelphia 132, Washington 115 
Denver 103, Miami 99 
Toronto 104, Atlanta 101 
Minnesota 119, Oklahoma City 117 
Phoenix 115, Sacramento 111 
Golden State 122, New York 95 
L.A. Clippers 128, Charlotte 109 
Wednesday’s games 
Indiana at Boston 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Atlanta at Brooklyn 
Cleveland at New Orleans 
Milwaukee at Houston 
San Antonio at Memphis 
Phoenix at Dallas 
Orlando at Utah 
Chicago at Portland 
Detroit at L.A. Lakers 

Thursday’s games 
Boston at Miami 
L.A. Clippers at Denver 
Oklahoma City at San Antonio 
Detroit at Sacramento 

Friday’s games 
Atlanta at Philadelphia 
Milwaukee at Washington 
Brooklyn at Toronto 
Indiana at New York 
Cleveland at Houston 
Dallas at Minnesota 
Charlotte at Portland 
L.A. Lakers at Utah 
Chicago at Golden State 

Tuesday 

Warriors 122, Knicks 95 

NEW YORK - Vonleh 1-2 3-3 5, Knox 4- 
11 4-4 12, Kornet 2-5 0-0 6, Mudiay 3-8 1-2 
7, Hardaway Jr. 4-7 3-3 13, Hezonja 7-12 4- 
4 19, Kanter 6-12 0-0 12, Burke 3-11 4-5 10, 
Trier 5-13 0-0 11, Dotson 0-7 0-0 0. Totals 
35-88 19-21 95. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 7-14 8-9 24, 
Green 1-5 0-0 2, Looney 4-5 0-0 8, Curry 5- 
19 1-1 14, Thompson 18-29 0-0 43, McKin- 
nie 2-4 0-0 5, Jerebko 3-6 0-0 7, Bell 1-1 0-0 
2, Cook 4-8 0-0 8, Evans 1-1 0-0 2, Iguodala 
3-4 1-2 7. Totals 49-96 10-12 122. 

New York 25 24 19 27- 95 

Golden State 31 30 33 28-122 

Three-point goals—New York 6-24 
(Hardaway Jr. 2-3, Kornet 2-4, Hezonja 

1- 3, Trier 1-4, Burke 0-1, Mudiay 0-1, 
Knox 0-4, Dotson 0-4), Golden State 14- 
45 (Thompson 7-16, Curry 3-12, Durant 

2- 7, Jerebko 1-2, McKinnie 1-3, Green 0- 
1, Iguodala 0-1, Cook 0-3). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—New York 39 (Kanter 
16), Golden State 49 (Green 11). Assists— 
New York 13 (Mudiay 4), Golden State 
36 (Curry 14). Total Fouls-New York 12, 
Golden State 14. Technicals—New York 
coach Knicks (Defensive three second). 
A-19,596 (19,596). 

Ciippers 128, Hornets 109 

CHARLOTTE - Batum 1-6 7-7 10, 
M.Williams 5-10 1-2 14, Biyombo 2-2 0-0 
4, Walker 6-18 0-0 13, Lamb 7-18 1-1 16, 
Bridges 0-2 0-0 0, Kidd-Gilchrist 2-5 3-4 8, 
Hernangomez 1-4 3-3 5, Parker 4-7 4-6 12, 
Graham 1-4 0-0 3, Monk 7-14 6-6 24, Bacon 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 36-90 25-29 109. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Harris 9-18 1-1 23, 
Gallinari 8-12 0-0 20, Gortat 2-4 0-0 4, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 3-6 2-2 8, Bradley 3-9 2-2 
10, Harrell 9-13 5-7 23, Scott 1-3 1-2 3, Mot¬ 
ley 1-2 0-0 2, Beverley 2-4 0-0 6, L.Williams 
9-14 7-7 27, Thornwell 1-3 0-0 2, Wallace 
0-5 0-0 0. Totals 48-93 18-21 128. 

Charlotte 24 33 20 32-109 

L.A. Clippers 33 29 24 42-128 


(Monk 4-7, M.Williams 3-8, Kidd-Gilchrist 
1-1, Lamb 1-2, Graham 1-2, Batum 1-5, 
Walker 1-6, Bridges 0-2), L.A. 14-30 (Harris 

4- 7, Gallinari 4-7, L.Williams 2-3, Bradley 2- 

3, Beverley 2-4, Harrell 0-1, Thornwell 0-1, 
Scott 0-2, Wallace 0-2). Rebounds—Char¬ 
lotte 43 (M.Williams 7), L.A. 45 (Harrell 11). 
Assists-Charlotte 20 (Walker 5), L.A. 28 
(L.Williams 10). Total Fouls—Charlotte 20, 
L.A. 24. Technicals—L.A. coach (Defensive 
three second). A-15,275 (18,997). 

Suns 115, Kings 111 

SACRAMENTO - Bogdanovic 3-11 0-0 7, 
Bjelica 1-4 2-2 4, Cauley-Stein 6-11 3-8 15, 
Fox 7-12 7-9 24, Hield 5-113-3 16, Ju.Jackson 
3-6 3-4 12, Giles III 2-5 0-0 4, Koufos 3-5 0-0 
6, Ferrell 1-5 0-0 3, McLemore 7-10 2-3 20. 
Totals 38-80 20-29 111. 

PHOENIX - Bridges 1-1 0-0 2, Warren 
9-19 2-3 21, Ayton 8-13 1-2 17, Melton 4- 
9 1-2 10, Jo.Jackson 5-11 2-2 13, Oubre Jr. 
9-15 5-6 26, Acy 0-1 0-0 0, Holmes 4-4 4-4 
12, Crawford 1-6 0-0 3, Daniels 4-9 0-0 11. 
Totals 45-88 15-19 115. 

Sacramento 32 40 14 25-111 

Phoenix 35 18 33 29-115 

Three-point goals—Sacramento 15-29 
(McLemore 4-6, Fox 3-4, Ju.Jackson 3- 
5, Hield 3-5, Ferrell 1-3, Bogdanovic 1-5, 
Bjelica 0-1), Phoenix 10-25 (Daniels 3-6, 
Oubre Jr. 3-6, Crawford 1-2, Jo.Jackson 
1-2, Warren 1-4, Melton 1-4, Acy 0-1). Re¬ 
bounds—Sacramento 43 (Cauley-Stein 
7), Phoenix 37 (Ayton 12). Assists-Sac- 
ramento 26 (Fox, Bogdanovic 5), Phoenix 
31 (Melton 8). Totaf Fouls—Sacramento 
19, Phoenix 25. Technicals—Crawford, 
Oubre Jr.. A-13,977 (18,422). 

T-wolves 119, Thunder 117 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 11-24 16-18 
40, Gibson 2-7 1-2 5, Towns 8-14 2-3 20, 
Teague 3-7 1-2 8, Okogie 3-9 2-3 9, Saric 5- 
12 3-5 15, Tolliver 3-6 2-2 10, Dieng 0-4 2-2 
2, Jones 3-7 3-3 10. Totals 38-90 32-40 119. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 9-24 4-7 27, 
Grant 1-4 5-6 7, Adams 8-9 4-6 20, West¬ 
brook 11-22 2-2 25, Ferguson 5-8 0-0 14, 
Nader 0-2 0-0 0, Noel 3-4 0-0 6, Patterson 
1-2 2-3 5, Schroder 3-8 2-2 9, Diallo 2-2 0-0 

4. Totals 43-85 19-26 117. 

Minnesota 29 35 32 23-119 

Oklahoma City 23 41 29 24-117 

Three-point goals—Minnesota 11-31 
(Wiggins 2-4, Towns 2-5, Tolliver 2-5, Sar¬ 
ic 2-6, Teague 1-1, Jones 1-4, Okogie 1-5, 
Gibson 0-1), Oklahoma City 12-30 (George 

5- 13, Ferguson 4-4, Patterson 1-2, Schro¬ 
der 1-3, Westbrook 1-6, Grant 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Minnesota 42 
(Wiggins 10), Oklahoma City 43 (Adams 
12). Assists—Minnesota 25 (Teague 5), 
Oklahoma City 22 (Westbrook 16). Total 
Fouls—Minnesota 23, Oklahoma City 30. 
Technicals—Teague 2, Schroder. Eject- 
ed-Teague. A-18,203 (18,203). 

Raptors 104, Hawks 101 

ATLANTA - Bembry 5-13 0-0 11, Col¬ 
lins 8-11 2-3 21, Dedmon 5-15 2-2 12, 
Young 8-20 2-3 19, Lin 8-10 4-6 20, Len 0-4 
0-0 0, Anderson 0-1 0-0 0, Carter 2-6 0-0 6, 
Hamilton 2-3 1-2 6, Dorsey 2-4 0-0 6. To¬ 
tals 40-87 11-16 101. 

TORONTO - Leonard 11-18 6-7 31, 
Siakam 6-13 1-4 13, Ibaka 5-12 2-2 13, 
Lowry 5-12 3-4 16, VanVIeet 1-6 6-6 9, 
Anunoby 5-6 2-2 14, Powell 1-7 0-0 2, Mon¬ 
roe 1-3 0-2 2, Wright 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 37-80 
20-27 104. 

Atlanta 31 26 20 24-101 

Toronto 28 28 24 24-104 

Three-point goals—Atlanta 10-27 (Col¬ 
lins 3-3, Dorsey 2-3, Carter 2-5, Hamilton 
1-1, Bembry 1-3, Young 1-5, Lin 0-1, Len 
0-2, Dedmon 0-4), Toronto 10-32 (Leon¬ 
ard 3-6, Lowry 3-9, Anunoby 2-2, Ibaka 
1-4, VanVIeet 1-4, Wright 0-1, Siakam 
0-3, Powell 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Atlanta 50 (Collins 14), Toronto 
39 (Siakam 10). Assists-Atlanta 22 (Lin 
9), Toronto 26 (Lowry, Leonard 6). Total 
Fouls—Atlanta 22, Toronto 20. Techni- 
cals-Siakam, Lowry. A-19,800 (19,800). 


Nuggets 103, Heat 99 

DENVER - Craig 4-9 0-0 11, Millsap 5- 
11 2-3 12, Jokic 11-21 6-6 29, Murray 7-19 

3- 4 18, Beasley 4-9 0-0 9, Hernangomez 0- 
0 0-0 0, Lyles 6-8 0-0 15, Plumlee 2-3 1-4 5, 
Goodwin 0-0 0-0 0, Morris 2-7 0-0 4. Totals 
41-87 12-17 103. 

MIAMI - McGruder2-5 0-0 5, J.Johnson 
1-4 0-0 3, Whiteside 5-10 2-5 12, Winslow 
5-11 2-3 12, Richardson 4-12 3-3 12, Olynyk 

4- 10 4-4 13, Adebayo 6-7 1-2 13, Waiters 6- 
10 0-2 15, T.Johnson 2-7 0-0 4, Wade 3-7 
3-6 10. Totals 38-83 15-25 99. 

Denver 24 25 27 27-103 

Miami 18 34 24 23- 99 

Three-point goals—Denver 9-27 (Lyles 

3- 5, Craig 3-7, Jokic 1-2, Murray 1-4, Bea¬ 
sley 1-6, Morris 0-1, Millsap 0-2), Miami 
8-31 (Waiters 3-7, McGruder 1-2, Wade 1- 
2, J.Johnson 1-3, Richardson 1-4, Olynyk 
1-6, Winslow 0-3, T.Johnson 0-4). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Denver 50 (Craig 
16), Miami 38 (Whiteside 11). Assists- 
Denver 32 (Jokic 10), Miami 24 (Wade 6). 
Total Fouls—Denver 20, Miami 18. Techni¬ 
cals—Denver coach Nuggets (Defensive 
three second). A—19,600 (19,600). 

Pacers 123, Cavaliers 115 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 9-16 3-3 23, 
Young 11-14 1-3 26, Sabonis 7-13 1-2 15, 
Collison 3-6 2-2 8, Oladipo 6-14 4-4 17, Mc¬ 
Dermott 2-3 2-2 7, O’Quinn 1-5 0-0 2, Leaf 

4- 5 1-2 9, Joseph 4-8 0-0 11, Evans 2-7 1-1 
5. Totals 49-91 15-19 123. 

CLEVELAND - Osman 5-11 2-2 15, 
Nance Jr. 0-1 1-2 1, Thompson 6-9 3-4 15, 
Sexton 5-8 3-3 14, Burks 7-9 2-2 19, Jones 

1- 4 0-0 2, Frye 2-2 1-2 7, Zizic 0-1 6-6 6, 
Dellavedova 0-3 0-0 0, Payne 4-8 0-0 10, 
Clarkson 11-20 2-2 26. Totals 41-76 20-23 
115. 

Indiana 38 25 29 31-123 

Cieveiand 16 27 36 36-115 

Three-point goals—Indiana 10-26 
(Young 3-3, Joseph 3-5, Bogdanovic 2-6, 
McDermott 1-2, Oladipo 1-4, Sabonis 0-1, 
Leaf 0-1, O’Quinn 0-2, Evans 0-2), Cleve¬ 
land 13-29 (Burks 3-3, Osman 3-8, Frye 

2- 2, Payne 2-4, Clarkson 2-5, Sexton 1-2, 
Nance Jr. 0-1, Jones 0-2, Dellavedova 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Indiana 
32 (Sabonis 9), Cleveland 35 (Thompson 
13). Assists—Indiana 34 (Collison 9), 
Cleveland 24 (Thompson, Dellavedova 
5). Total Fouls—Indiana 18, Cleveland 20. 
A-19,432 (20,562). 

76ers 132, Wizards 115 

WASHINGTON - Ariza 1-7 0-0 2, Green 

5- 9 3-4 15, Bryant 3-5 2-2 9, Satoransky 3-5 
0-0 7, Beal 11-18 2-2 28, Brown Jr. 0-4 2-2 

2, Dekker 4-9 5-6 14, Porter Jr. 4-10 0-0 11, 
Robinson 3-4 1-3 7, Mahinmi 4-6 2-2 10, 
Randle 4-7 0-0 10. Totals 42-84 17-21 115. 

PHILADELPHIA - Butler 8-9 3-6 20, 
Chandler 1-2 0-0 2, Embiid 8-13 2-3 20, 
Simmons 8-15 1-2 17, Korkmaz 5-9 3-3 16, 
Muscala 1-3 1-1 3, Bolden 2-3 0-2 4, John¬ 
son 2-4 0-0 5, Shamet 8-15 5-5 29, McCon¬ 
nell 4-7 1-1 9, Milton 1-6 1-2 4, Highsmith 

1- 2 0-0 3. Totals 49-88 17-25 132. 

Washington 29 16 33 37-115 

Phiiadeiphia 32 36 36 28-132 

Three-point goals—Washington 14-32 
(Beal 4-9, Porter Jr. 3-4, Green 2-3, Randle 

2- 4, Bryant 1-1, Satoransky 1-2, Dekker 1- 

3, Mahinmi 0-1, Ariza 0-5), Philadelphia 
17-33 (Shamet 8-14, Korkmaz 3-7, Embiid 
2-4, Butler 1-1, Highsmith 1-2, Johnson 
1-2, Milton 1-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Washington 34 (Ariza 9), Phila¬ 
delphia 49 (Embiid 10). Assists—Wash¬ 
ington 26 (Mahinmi 5), Philadelphia 39 
(Simmons 9). Total Fouls—Washington 
18, Philadelphia 20. Technicals—Ariza. 
A-20,446 (20,478). 


Jan. 10 — All contracts guaranteed for 
rest of season. 

Feb. 7 - Trade deadline, 3 p.m. EST. 
Feb. 16 — Three-point, slam dunk con¬ 
tests, Charlotte, N.C. 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 


Thunder forward Nerlens Noel is attended to after hitting his head 
on the floor Tuesday against the Timberwolves in Oklahoma CHy. 
Noel was taken off the court on a stretcher. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Roundup 

Williamson, No. 1 Duke rout Wake Forest 



Associated Press 

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. 
— Freshman sensation Zion Wil¬ 
liamson scored a season-high 30 
points with 10 rebounds, and No. 
1 Duke won its first road game of 
the season by beating Wake For¬ 
est 87-65 on Tuesday night. 

RJ Barrett finished with 21 
points and matched a season high 
with seven assists, and Cameron 
Reddish added 10 points during 
his best game in a month, helping 
the Blue Devils (13-1, 2-0 Atlan¬ 
tic Coast Conference) win their 
eighth in a row. 

The high-flying Williamson 
was 13-for-16 from the field with 
three three-pointers—he entered 
with four all season — in surpass¬ 
ing the 28 points he scored in his 
debut against No. 2 Kentucky. 

Freshman forward Jaylen 
Hoard scored 13 points, and Sha- 
rone Wright Jr. and Brandon Chil¬ 
dress had 12 apiece for the Demon 
Deacons (7-7, 0-2), who have lost 
three of four to fall to .500 for the 
first time since November. 

No. 3 Tennessee 87, Missouri 
63: Kyle Alexander had 14 points 
and a career-high 17 rebounds as 
the third-ranked Volunteers beat 
the Tigers to post their second 
straight blowout in Southeastern 
Conference play. 

Jordan Bowden came off the 
bench to score 20 points, Jordan 
Bone added 17 and Admiral Scho¬ 
field finished with 16 for the Vol¬ 
unteers (13-1, 2-0 SEC), who beat 
Georgia by 46 points in their con¬ 
ference opener Saturday. 

No. 6 Michigan State 77, Pur¬ 
due 59: Cassius Winston shook 
off a slow start and finished with 
23 points to help the visiting Spar¬ 
tans beat the Boilermakers. 

Michigan State (14-2, 5-0 Big 
Ten) has won nine straight. Pur¬ 
due (9-6, 2-2) won its previous 
three games by a combined total 
of 55 points. 

No. 8 Texas Tech 66, No. 23 
Oklahoma 59: Jarrett Culver 
had his first double-double of the 
season and scored seven straight 
points to break a tie late in the 
second half, leading the host 
Red Raiders to a win over the 
Sooners. 

The sophomore, who finished 


with 23 points and 13 rebounds, 
put his hometown Red Raiders 
(14-1, 3-0 Big 12) ahead for good 
with a layup for a 53-51 lead with 
4:22 remaining, then converted a 
three-point play to push the lead 
to five. 

No. 12 North Carolina 90, No. 
15 N.C. 5tate 82: Luke Maye 
scored 21 points to help the visit¬ 
ing Tar Heels hold off the Wolf- 
pack in the longtime rivals’ latest 
meeting. 

Freshman Coby White added 
19 points for North Carolina (12- 
3,2-0 Atlantic Coast Conference), 
which scored the game’s first 12 
points and never trailed. But UNC 
had to turn away a series of push¬ 
es from N.C. State, which twice 
tied the game after halftime but 


never managed to push in front. 

5outh Carolina 87, No. 14 Mis¬ 
sissippi 5tate 82 (OT): Freshman 
A. J. Lawson stole the ball and fin¬ 
ished with an emphatic dunk with 
13 seconds left in overtime to seal 
the host Gamecocks’ upset of the 
Bulldogs 

Maik Kotsar scored a career- 
high 25 points and had nine re¬ 
bounds for South Carolina (7-7, 
2-0 Southeastern Conference), 
which was the only SEC team 
with a losing record in noncon¬ 
ference play but now sits atop the 
league. 

No. 18 Kentucky 85, Texas 

A&M 74: Tyler Herro had 21 
points, Ashton Hagans scored a 
career-high 18 and the host Wild¬ 
cats overcame a 10-0 deficit be¬ 


Chuck Burton/AP 

Hoard, left, and 5harone Wright Jr. 


fore holding off the Aggies. 

Kentucky (11-3, 1-1 Southeast¬ 
ern Conference) started badly on 
both ends with four missed shots, 
turnovers and defensive break¬ 
downs Texas A&M seized upon 
for a pair of 10-point leads. Ken¬ 
tucky quickly regrouped with a 
19-6 run over 5:21. Hagans had a 
pair of steals during the spurt. 

No. 19 Buffalo 110, Toledo 
80: Jeremy Harris scored a ca¬ 
reer-best 34 points in leading the 
Bulls to a rout of the Rockets. 

Harris scored 20 points in the 
first half alone and finished hit¬ 
ting a career-best six three-point 
baskets for Buffalo (14-1,2-0 Mid¬ 
American Conference). The Bulls 
celebrated their first home game 
in 3 Vi weeks by putting up 110 


points for the second time this 
season. The Bulls last scored that 
many in a 110-71 win over Dart¬ 
mouth on Nov. 21. 

Baylor 73, No. 20 Iowa 5tate 
70: Makai Mason scored 25 
points, including five free throws 
in the final 38 seconds as the 
host Bears held on to beat the 
Cyclones. 

Iowa State (12-3, 2-1 Big 12) 
was coming off a 17-point home 
win over then-No. 5 Kansas three 
days earlier. The Cyclones had 
won five in a row and entered the 
AP Top 25 on Monday for the first 
time since the end of the 2016-17 
season. 

Villanova 76, No. 24 5t. 
John's 71: Phil Booth hit a go- 
ahead three-pointer late in the 
game and scored 23 points to help 
the host Wildcats rally to beat the 
Red Storm. 

Eric Paschall scored 25 points 
for defending national champion 
Villanova (12-4, 3-0 Big East), 
which shook off four losses in 
nonconference play. 

Service academies 

Colorado 5tate 87, Air Force 

64: Nico Carvacho scored 27 
points, Kendle Moore added 23 
and the host Rams cruised past 
the Falcons. 

Colorado State (6-10,1-2 Moun¬ 
tain West Conference) snapped a 
five-game skid while Air Force 
(5-10, 0-3) has lost five of its last 
six. 

Carvacho was one-point shy 
of his career best and finished 
12-for-16 shooting with nine re¬ 
bounds and four assists. Moore 
was 9-for-13 from the field and 
made three three-pointers. Kris 
Martin added 12 points and J.D. 
Paige had 10 for the Rams, who 
shot 56.5 percent from the floor. 

Lavelle Scottie scored 20 points 
and Ryan Swan chipped in with 10 
for Air Force. The Falcons shot 52 
percent (27-for-52) from the field, 
but missed 10 three-pointers and 
had 16 turnovers. 

Colorado State had a double¬ 
digit lead with six minutes left in 
the first half and built a 44-32 ad¬ 
vantage at the break. An 11-0 run 
stretched the Rams’ lead to 73-48 
with 8:21 remaining. 



MILITARY AUTOSDURCE 
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NHL 


Roundup 

Point, Lightning 
hammer Jackets 


Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Andrei Vasi- 
levskiy made 31 saves, Brayden 
Point had two goals and an assist, 
and the NHL-leading Tampa Bay 
Lightning beat the Columbus Blue 
Jackets 4-0 on Tuesday night. 

NHL points leader Nikita Kuch- 
erov had a goal and an assist, and 
Mathieu Joseph also scored. 

Tampa Bay (33-8-2, 68 points) 
is two points off the pace of the 
1976-77 Montreal Canadiens, who 
set the NHL record for points in a 
season with 132. The Lightning 
had a 16-game point streak (15- 
0-1) that ended with a 5-2 loss at 
San Jose on Saturday. 

Sergei Bobrovsky was pulled in 
the third after allowing four goals 
on 19 shots for the Blue Jackets, 
who are 8-3-1 over the last 12 
games. Left wing Markus Hanni- 
kaimen (upper body) and center 
Brandon Dubinsky (lower body) 
left with injuries. 

Golden Knights 4, Rangers 
2: Marc-Andre Fleury made 27 
saves and host Vegas beat New 
York for its seventh straight 
victory. 

Sharks 7 , Oilers 2: Evander 
Kane and Joonas Donskoi each 
scored two goals, Erik Karlsson 
had three assists for the second 
consecutive game and host San 
Jose routed Edmonton. 

Capitals 5, Flyers 3: Jakub 
Vrana scored twice to set a career 
high in goals and added an assist 


to help host Washington hand 
Philadelphia its eighth consecu¬ 
tive loss. 

Jets 7, Avalanche 4: Blake 
Wheeler had a goal and three 
assists, Mark Scheifele got his 
23rd goal and host Winnipeg beat 
Colorado. 

Hurricanes 4, Islanders 3: 

Justin Williams scored late in the 
third period and visiting Carolina 
snapped New York’s six-game 
winning streak. 

Penguins 5, Panthers 1: Matt 
Murray stopped 36 shots to re¬ 
main unbeaten since his return 
from a lower-body injury, Riley 
Sheahan and Bryan Rust scored 
short-handed goals in the sec¬ 
ond period and host Pittsburgh 
stopped Florida. 

Bruins 4 , Wild 0: Patrice 
Bergeron and Brad Marchand 
each had a goal and two assists, 
Tuukka Rask stopped 24 shots for 
his first shutout this season and 
host Boston beat Minnesota. 

Stars 3, Blues 1: Tyler Seguin 
scored twice, Ben Bishop made 
several key saves and visiting 
Dallas beat St. Louis. 

Canadiens 3, Red Wings 2: 
Brendan Gallagher and Joel 
Armia scored 66 seconds apart 
early in the second period, and 
visiting Montreal edged Detroit. 

Sabres 5, Devils 1: Jeff Skin¬ 
ner got his 29th goal of the sea¬ 
son and host Buffalo scored five 
times in the second period to beat 
New Jersey. 



Chris O’Meara/AP 


Lightning defenseman Braydon Coburn, right, tries to check 
Columbus Blue Jackets center Riley Nash off the puck during the 
first period of Tuesday’s game in Tampa, Fla. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Boston 

Buffalo 

Montreal 

Florida 

Detroit 

Ottawa 


43 33 8 

42 27 13 

43 25 14 

43 23 14 

44 23 16 

41 17 17 

45 16 22 


2 68 180 124 

2 56 152 117 

4 54 126 no 

6 52 125 121 

5 51 134 135 

41 131 147 

39 126 154 

35 136 172 


43 15 23 _ _ 

Metropolitan Division 

Washington 42 26 12 4 56 149 124 

Pittsburgh 43 24 13 6 54 152 123 

Columbus 42 24 15 3 51 135 130 

N.Y. Islanders 41 23 14 4 50 124 111 

Carolina 42 20 17 5 45 112 121 

■|.Y. Rangers 42 17 18 7 41 116 145 


Western Conference 

Centrai Division 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Colorado 
Minnesota 
Chicago 
St. Louis 


GP W L OT 

42 27 13 

44 26 15 
44 23 17 

43 20 15 


42 21 


Pts GF GA 

56 146 120 
55 135 109 
50 119 117 
48 148 136 
45 119 118 
39 131 163 
38 114 132 


.. 16 22 7 

41 17 20 4 

Pacific Division 
Calgary 44 27 13 4 58 157 126 

Vegas 46 27 15 4 58 140 121 

San Jose 45 25 13 7 57 160 138 

Anaheim 43 19 17 7 45 104 127 

Vancouver 45 20 21 4 44 128 143 

Edmonton 43 20 20 3 43 120 138 

Arizona 42 18 21 3 39 108 118 

Los Angeles 44 17 24 3 37 99 130 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams In 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Monday’s games 
Nashville 4, Toronto 0 
St. Louis 3, Philadeiphia 0 
Minnesota 1, Montreal 0 
Calgary 4, Chicago 3 
San Jose 3, Los Angeies 1 
Tuesday’s games 
Boston 4, Minnesota 0 
Caroiina 4, N.Y. isianders 3 
Pittsburgh 5, Florida 1 
Buffaio 5, New Jersey 1 
Washington 5, Philadelphia 3 
Tampa Bay 4, Columbus 0 
Montreal 3, Detroit 2 
Dallas 3, St. Louis 1 


San Jose 7, Edmonton 2 

Wednesday’s games 
Nashville at Chicago 
Colorado at Calgary 
Ottawa at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
Nashville at Columbus 
N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers 
Washington at Boston 
Toronto at New Jersey 
Dallas at Philadelphia 
Carolina at Tampa Bay 
Montreal at St. Louis 
Winnipeg at Minnesota 
Florida at Edmonton 
Arizona at Vancouver 
San Jose at Vegas 
Ottawa at Los Angeles 

Friday’s games 
Buffalo at Carofina 
Detroit at Winnipeg 
Florida at Calgary 
Pittsburgh at Anaheim 

Tuesday 

Hurricanes 4, Islanders 3 

Carolina 2 0 2—4 

N.Y. Islanders 1 0 2-3 

First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Nel¬ 
son 14, 13:42. 2, Carolina, Maenalanen 1 
(Foegele, Rask), 15:10. 3, Carolina, McK- 
egg 2 (Ferland, van Riemsdyk), 19:54. 

Third Period—4, N.Y. Islanders, Toews 
2 (Lee, Nelson), 4:50. 5, Carolina, Wil¬ 
liams 10 (McKegg), 17:18. 6, Carolina, 
Slavin 5 (Rask, Hamilton), 18:53 (pp). 7, 
N.Y. Islanders, Nelson 15,19:01. 

Shots on Goal-Carolina 5-10-9-24. 
N.Y. Islanders 7-12-12-31. 

Power-play opportunities—Carolina 1 
of 2; N.Y. Islanders Oof 3. 

Goalies—Carolina, McElhinney 10-5-1 
(31 shots-28 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Greiss 
12-8-1 (24-20). 

A-13,769 (16,234). T-2:28. 

Jets 7, Avalanche 4 

Colorado 12 1-4 

Winnipeg 2 2 3-7 

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Perreault 9 
(Kulikov, Tanev), 3:05. 2, Winnipeg, Con¬ 
nor 15 (Wheeler, Trouba), 13:57 (pp). 3, 
Colorado, Landeskog 26 (MacKinnon, 
Barrie), 16:04 (pp). 

Second Period—4, Winnipeg, Wheeler 
7 (Scheifele, Trouba), 3:22 (sh). 5, Win¬ 
nipeg, Little 8 (Morrissey, Myers), 6:32 
(pp). 6, Colorado, Soderberg 12 (Calvert, 
Johnson), 16:10. 7, Colorado, Graves 2 
(Soderberg, Rantanen), 17:43. 

Third Period—8 , Winnipeg, Copp 3 
(Lemieux, Myers), 3:59. 9, Winnipeg, 
Scheifele 23 (Wheeler), 11:12. 10, Colo¬ 
rado, Landeskog 27 (MacKinnon, Barrie), 
16:24. 11, Winnipeg, Trouba 4 (Wheeler, 
Scheifele), 18:54 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Colorado 14-15-12—41. 
Winnipeg 7-7-7-21. 

Power-play opportunities—Colorado 
1 of 5; Winnipeg 3 of 4. 

Goalies—Colorado, Grubauer 9-5-3 (20 
shots-14 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 
19-12-1 (41-37). 

A-15,321 (15,321). T-2:21. 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Sharks left wing Evander Kane, center, celebrates with teammates 
after scoring against the Edmonton Oilers during the first period of 
Tuesday’s game in San Jose, Calif. The Sharks won 7-2. 


Sabres 5, Devils 1 

New Jersey 1 0 0—1 

Buffalo 0 5 0-5 

First Period—1, New Jersey, Coleman 
13 (Zajac, Wood), 1:28. 

Second Period—2, Buffalo, Skinner 
29 (Thompson), 1:39. 3, Buffalo, Smith 1 
(Larsson, Okposo), 4:14. 4, Buffalo, Mit- 
telstadt 6 (Bogosian, Dahlin), 10:42. 5, 
Buffalo, McCabe 3 (Sobotka, Rodrigues), 
16:00 (sh). 6, Buffalo, Pilut 1 (Ristolainen, 
Sheary), 17:45. 

Shots on Goal—New Jersey 5-9-7—21. 
Buffalo 11-15-7-33. 

Power-play opportunities—New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 4; Buffalo 0 of 1. 

Goalies—New Jersey, Kinkaid 13-12-6 
(33 shots-28 saves). Buffalo, Hutton 14- 
12-3 (21-20). 

A-18,212 (19,070). T-2:30. 


Bruins 4, Wild 0 

Minnesota 0 0 0-0 

Boston 3 1 0—4 

First Period—1, Boston, Heinen 5 
(Moore, Krug), 5:23. 2, Boston, Marchand 
16 (Bergeron, Moore), 11:29. 3, Boston, 
DeBrusk 14 (Marchand, Bergeron), 19:15 
(pp). 

Second Period—4, Boston, Bergeron 
14 (Krug, Marchand), 6:24 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Minnesota 6-12-6-24. 
Boston 15-5-7-27. 

Power-play opportunities—M i n nesota 
0 of 3; Boston 2 of 2. 

Goalies—Minnesota, Stalock 5-4-0 (27 
shots-23 saves). Boston, Rask 12-8-2 (24- 
24). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:29. 


Canadiens 3, Red Wings 2 

Montreal 0 2 1-3 

Detroit 0 1 1-2 

Second Period—1, Montreal, Gallagh¬ 
er 16 (Danault, Tatar), 0:30. 2, Montreal, 
Armia 4 (Benn, Domi), 1:36. 3, Detroit, 
Athanasiou 16 (Glendening), 6:39. 

Third Period—4, Montreal, Retry 9 (Ta¬ 
tar), 0:19.5, Detroit, Athanasiou 17 (Man- 
tha, Nyquist), 4:58 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Montreal 8-10-7-25. 
Detroit 9-12-11-32. 

Power-play opportunities—Montreal 
0 of 2; Detroit 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Montreal, Niemi 7-4-1 (32 
shots-30 saves). Detroit, Howard 11-12-5 
(25-22). 

A-18,898 (20,000). T-2:30. 


Penguins 5, Panthers 1 

Florida 0 1 0—1 

Pittsburgh 2 2 1-5 

First Period—1, Pittsburgh, Pearson 
6 (Pettersson, Hornqvist), 1:29. 2, Pitts¬ 
burgh, Rust 10 (Crosby, Guentzel), 3:03. 

Second Period—3, Pittsburgh, Rust 
11 (Cullen, Dumoulin), 3:04 (sh). 4, Pitts¬ 
burgh, Sheahan 6, 8:56 (sh). 5, Florida, 
Barkov 17 (Ekblad, Dadonov), 19:16. 

Third Period—6 , Pittsburgh, Crosby 20 
(Pettersson, Malkin), 13:41. 

Shots on Goal-Florida 16-14-7-37. 
Pittsburgh 10-11-10—31. 

Power-play opportunities—Florida 0 
of 4; Pittsburgh 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Florida, Reimer 8-7-4 (15 
shots-14 saves), Luongo 8-9-1 (16-12). 
Pittsburgh, Murray 12-5-1 (37-36). 

A-18,526 (18,387). T-2:29. 


Lightning 4, Blue Jackets 0 

Columbus 0 0 0—0 

Tampa Bay 2 0 2—4 

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Joseph 11 
(Sergachev), 15:55. 2, Tampa Bay, Point 
25 (Kucherov, Johnson), 16:39. 

Third Period—3, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 
21 (Johnson, Point), 6:05. 4, Tampa Bay, 
Point 26 (Sergachev), 8:53. 

Shots on Goal-Columbus 7-17-7-31. 
Tampa Bay 12-3-7—22. 

Power-play opportunities—Columbus 
0 of 1; Tampa Bay 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Columbus, Korpisalo 6-2- 
2 (3 shots-3 saves), Bobrovsky 18-13-1 
(19-15). Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 17-4-2 
(31-31). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:21. 


Stars 3, Blues 1 

Dallas 1 2 0-3 

St. Louis 0 1 0-1 

First Period—1, Dallas, Seguin 16 

(Radulov, Klingberg), 11:27. 

Second Period—2, Dallas, Klingberg 
6 (Radulov, Seguin), 1:43 (pp). 3, Dallas, 
Seguin 17 (Heiskanen, Polak), 6:12. 4, St. 
Louis, Perron 15 (Gunnarsson, Pietrange- 
lo), 6:35. 

Shots on Goal-Dallas 6-9-2-17. St. 
Louis 4-11-12-27. 

Power-play opportunities—Dallas 1 of 
2; St. Louis 0 of 2. 

Goalies-Dal las. Bishop 15-10-2 (27 
shots-26 saves). St. Louis, Allen 14-14-4 
(17-14). 

A-17,037 (19,150). T-2:22. 

Capitals 5, Flyers 3 

Philadelphia 1 0 2—3 

Washington 13 1-5 

First Period—1, Washington, Wilson 13 
(Vrana), 4:21. 2, Philadelphia, Voracek 11 
(Lindblom), 9:28. 

Second Period—3, Washington, Oshie 
12 (Carlson, Eller), 9:19. 4, Washington, 
Vrana 13, 11:22. 5, Washington, Vrana 14 
(Boyd, Carlson), 15:55 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Philadelphia, Sim- 
monds 13 (Couturier, Voracek), 16:33. 7, 
Philadelphia, Giroux 14 (Couturier, Vo¬ 
racek), 19:53. 8, Washington, Oshie 13, 
19:57 (sh). 

Shots on Goal—Philadelphia 11-12- 
17-40. Washington 4-13-8-25. 

Power-play opportunities—Phil ad el- 
phia 0 of 5; Washington 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Philadelphia, McKenna 1-5-1 
(24 shots-20 saves). Washington, Copley 
10-2-2 (40-37). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2:37. 


Golden Knights 4, Rangers 2 

N.Y. Rangers 0 0 2—2 

Vegas 1 2 1-4 

First Period—1, Vegas, Eakin 13 (Mer¬ 
rill, Tuch), 16:02. 

Second Period—2, Vegas, Pirri 7 
(Schmidt, Pacioretty), 7:06 (pp). 3, Vegas, 
Marchessault 14,18:53. 

Third Period—4, N.Y. Rangers, Zibane- 
jad 12 (Kreider, Zuccarello), 11:43. 5, Ve¬ 
gas, Carpenter 3 (Bellemare, Stastny), 
18:40. 6, N.Y. Rangers, Fast 6 (Vesey, 
Nieves), 19:37. 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 5-10-14— 
29. Vegas 13-11-7-31. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 0 of 2; Vegas 1 of 3. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Georgiev 5-7-0 
(30 shots-27 saves). Vegas, Fleury 25-10- 
4 (29-27). 

A-18,249 (17,367). T-2:56. 

Sharks 7, Oilers 2 

Edmonton 1 1 0—2 

San Jose 3 2 2-7 

First Period—1, San Jose, Kane 15 
(HertI, E.Karlsson), 6:37. 2, San Jose, So¬ 
rensen 8,12:57.3, Edmonton, Chiasson 17 
(McDavid, Nurse), 14:35 (pp). 4, San Jose, 
Donskoi 12 (Heed, Goodrow), 15:24. 

Second Period—5, San Jose, Kane 16 
(Burns, Meier), 6:32. 6, Edmonton, Lucic 
2 (Puljujarvi, Nugent-Hopkins), 10:18. 7, 
San Jose, Burns 8 (E.Karlsson, Meier), 
15:37 (pp). 

Third Period—8 , San Jose, Thornton 8 
(Dillon, Radii), 1:04. 9, San Jose, Donskoi 
13 (Kane, E.Karlsson), 10:44. 

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 7-10-5—22. 
San Jose 12-11-13-36. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
1 of 3; San Jose 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Koskinen 12-8-1 
(19 shots-16 saves), Talbot 8-12-2 (17-13). 
San Jose, Dell 6-5-3 (22-20). 

A-17,320 (17,562). T-2:24. 


Calendar 

Jan. 25 — All-Star Skills Competition, 
San Jose, Calif. 

Jan. 26 — All-Star Game, San Jose, Ca¬ 
lif. 

Feb. 23 — Stadium Series, Pittsburgh 
at Philadelphia, Lincoln Financial Field. 
April 6 — Last day of regular season. 
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Coaching roundup 

Cards hire Kingsbury 
to guide QB Rosen 



Bruce Arians is the latest coach entrusted to transform the struggling Tampa Bay Buccaneers into 
winners. The 66-year-old came out of a one-year retirement to fill the team’s fifth coaching vacancy in a 
decade. He coached the Arizona Cardinals for five years, stepping down after the 2017 season with a 
50-32-1 record. 

Arians ends retirement 
to coach Winston, Sues 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX—The Arizona Car¬ 
dinals have hired former Texas 
Tech coach Kliff Kingsbury as 
their head coach, a move aimed 
at providing guidance for young 
quarterback Josh Rosen and re¬ 
suscitating the worst offense in 
the NFL. 

The Cardinals announced the 
hiring Tuesday after a long in¬ 
terview earlier in the day, saying 
Kingsbury had agreed to terms 
on a four-year contract with a 
team option for a fifth. He was to 
be introduced at a news confer¬ 
ence at the team’s training facil¬ 
ity in Tempe on Wednesday. 

Kingsbury was fired after 
going 35-40 in six seasons at 
Texas Tech, but his teams were 
known for their high-scoring per¬ 
formances. His prized pupil in 
those days was current Kansas 
City Chiefs All-Pro quarterback 
Patrick Mahomes. Tuesday’s hir¬ 
ing came barely a month after 
Kingsbury was hired as offensive 
coordinator at USC. 

Kingsbury, also a former offen¬ 
sive coordinator at Texas A&M 
where he worked with Johnny 
Manziel, replaces Steve Wilks, 
who was fired after going an 
NFL-worst 3-13 in his one season 
in Arizona. 

That means Kingsbury will 
take over a team with the No. 1 
overall draft pick, along with a 
bevy of other picks and lots of sal¬ 
ary cap space. 

After a one-year experiment 
with a defense-oriented coach in 
Wilks, Cardinals president Mi¬ 
chael Bidwill acknowledged he 
got that hire wrong and vowed 
to get this one right. The Cardi¬ 
nals hope the hire can match the 
magic that happened when Sean 
MeVay was hired by the Los An¬ 
geles Rams. 

Arizona’s move is back to an 
offense-centered coach, a phi¬ 
losophy that worked well in the 
previous hire of Bruce Arians, 
who won 50 games in five seasons 
before retiring after the 2017 
season. That retirement turned 
out to be short-lived: Arians was 
hired later Tuesday as coach of 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

Bidwill’s latest choice is a risk, 
given that the 39-year-old Kings¬ 
bury has no NFL coaching expe¬ 
rience and no record of success 
in terms of wins and losses at the 
college level. 

He does, however, bring un¬ 
questioned knowledge of suc¬ 
cessful offenses and in working 
with young quarterbacks. Under 
Kingsbury’s tutelage, both Case 
Keenum and Mahomes led the 
nation in passing as college 
quarterbacks. 

“Yeah, I think he can be a great 
NFL coach,” Mahomes said Tues¬ 
day before the hiring was an¬ 
nounced. “He has the work ethic. 
He has the passion for the game. 
I know that he loves the sport. So 
I know he’ll be able to relate to 
quarterbacks. He would put in 
the work and now it’s just about 


him finding where he needs to be 
at.” 

Kingsbury was let go after 
six seasons at Texas Tech and 
joined the USC staff as offensive 
coordinator on Dec. 5. His quick 
departure will leave the Trojans 
scrambling for a replacement. 

Browns pick coordinator 
Kitchens as next coach 

CLEVELAND — The Browns 
didn’t have to go far to find their 
new coach. 

Freddie Kitchens was already 
in the building. 

The 44-year-old Kitchens, who 
had a dazzling eight-week run as 
the team’s interim offensive coor¬ 
dinator, is finalizing a contract to 
become Cleveland’s ninth coach 
since the franchise’s 1999 rebirth, 
a person familiar with the deci¬ 
sion told the Associated Press on 
Wednesday. The person spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
the team is not commenting on 
the imminent hire. 

ESPN was first to announce the 
decision. 

Also, Gregg Williams, who 
went 5-3 as Cleveland’s interim 
coach and defensive coordinator 
this season, is no longer with the 
team, the person said. Williams 
was the first candidate to inter¬ 
view for the coaching vacancy. 

Kitchens has no previous head 
coaching experience, but his 
work with Cleveland’s offense — 
most notably quarterback Baker 
Mayfield — in the season’s sec¬ 
ond half vaulted him ahead of the 
other six candidates interviewed 
by the Browns, who were looking 
for the right coach to lead them 
following a stunning turnaround 
season. 

Broncos pick Fangio 
as new head coach 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo.—Denver 
Broncos general manager John 
Elway has decided on Chicago 
Bears defensive coordinator Vic 
Fangio as his new head coach, a 
person with knowledge of the de¬ 
cision told The Associated Press 
on Wednesday. 

The person spoke on condition 
of anonymity because the team 
hadn’t announced the hiring. 

Fangio is a first-time head 
coach at age 60. 

He replaces Vance Joseph, who 
posted the franchise’s first back- 
to-back losing seasons since 1971- 
72 and was fired on New Year’s 
Eve with an 11-21 record. 

Fangio has been an NFL assis¬ 
tant for 32 years and for 34 years 
overall, including two years in the 
old USFL. 

Elway also interviewed former 
Colts coach Chuck Pagano, Steel- 
ers 0-line coach Mike Munchak, 
Patriots defensive play-caller 
Brian Flores and Rams quar¬ 
terbacks coach Zac Taylor while 
searching for his fourth head 
coach in six seasons. 


By Fred Goodall 

Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Bruce Arians 
is the latest coach entrusted to 
transform the struggling Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers into winners. 

The 66-year-old came out of a 
one-year retirement Tuesday to 
fill the team’s fifth coaching va¬ 
cancy in a decade. 

Arians replaces Dirk Koetter, 
who was dismissed Dec. 30 after 
leading the Bucs to 19 wins and 
no playoffs berths in the past 
three seasons. 

Arians coached the Arizona 
Cardinals for five years, stepping 
down after the 2017 season with a 
50-32-1 record that included one 
division title, two playoff berths, 
three seasons with double-digit 
wins and one NFC championship 
game appearance. 

“Bruce Arians is one of the 
NFL’s most well-respected coach¬ 
es over the past two decades and 
we are excited to have him lead¬ 
ing our team,” Bucs owner/co¬ 
chairman Bryan Glazer said in a 
statement. 

“Throughout this process, we 
focused on finding the right coach 
with a proven ability to elevate 
our players and lead our team 
forward,” Glazer added. “Bruce 
has played a large role in the de¬ 
velopment and career success of 
some of our league’s best players 
and we look forward to seeing 
him continue that work here with 
our franchise.” 

The Bucs, who’ve finished last 
in the NFC South seven of the 
past eight seasons, haven’t made 
the playoffs since 2007 — the sec¬ 
ond-longest drought in the league. 


They haven’t won a postseason 
game since their 2002 Super Bowl 
run under Jon Gruden. 

Gruden was fired 10 years ago 
this month. 

Arians is the latest in a line of 
successors that includes Raheem 
Morris, Greg Schiano, Lovie 
Smith and Koetter, who landed 
the job in 2016 primarily be¬ 
cause ownership felt his offensive 
expertise would accelerate the 
growth of young quarterback Ja- 
meis Winston. 

General manager Jason Licht 
also interviewed Kansas City 
Chiefs offensive coordinator Eric 
Bieniemy, Vikings defensive co¬ 
ordinator George Edwards and 
Dallas Cowboys defensive backs 
coach and defensive passing 
game coordinator Kris Richard. 
None of them have previous head 
coaching experience. 

Arians was believed to be the 
front-runner all along because 
of his familiarity with Licht, who 
was vice president of player per¬ 
sonnel for two seasons in Arizona 
before moving to Tampa Bay as 
GM in 2014. 

The Bucs fired Koetter after 
consecutive 5-11 finishes that 
dropped his three-year record to 
19-29. 

Despite setting franchise sin¬ 
gle-season records for points, 
total yards, passing yards and 
touchdown passes, Tampa Bay 
lost 11 of 14 following a surprising 
2-0 start with upset victories over 
New Orleans and defending Super 
Bowl champion Philadelphia. 

During Koetter’s stay with the 
Bucs — first as offensive coordi¬ 
nator, then as a first-time NFL 
head coach who retained play¬ 


calling responsibilities for most of 
his tenure — Tampa Bay posted 
four of the five most productive 
offensive seasons in club history. 

The 2018 Bucs led the league 
in passing yards and amassed 
500 yards total offense five times, 
yet were just 1-4 in those games. 
Turnovers and a porous defense 
were the main culprits. 

The day after Koetter was 
fired, Licht made it clear that 
whoever wound up replacing the 
coach would inherit Winston as 
his starting quarterback. 

“Jameis Winston will be here,” 
the GM said of the No. 1 overall 
pick from the 2015 draft, who’s 
due to earn $20.92 million next 
season in the final year of his 
rookie contract. 

Winston sat out the first three 
games of this season while serv¬ 
ing a suspension for violating the 
NFL’s personal conduct policy 
and was benched twice after re¬ 
gaining the starting job because 
of inconsistent play. 

The 25-year-old has 75 ca¬ 
reer turnovers, including 58 
interceptions. 

But Winston, who’s 21-33 as a 
starter in four years, has not been 
a bust. 

He completed a career-best 
64.6 percent of his passes for 
2,992 yards, 19 TDs and 14 inter¬ 
ceptions this season. 

The Bucs are counting on Ari¬ 
ans to help Winston realize his 
potential. 

Among the high-profile quar¬ 
terbacks he has worked with dur¬ 
ing a long coaching career are 
Peyton Manning, Ben Roethlis- 
berger, Carson Palmer and An¬ 
drew Luck. 
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Saints prepare to face different Eagles 


By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 



Eagles quarterback Carson Wentz is sacked by New Orleans Saints outside linebacker A.J. Klein, 
bottom, and outside linebacker Demario Davis on Nov. 18. Klein says the defending Super Bowl 
champion Eagles hardly resemble the team that lost 48-7 to New Orleans. 



METAIRIE, La. — Saints line¬ 
backer A. J. Klein gushed over the 
poise and postseason accomplish¬ 
ments of Eagles backup quarter¬ 
back Nick Foies. 

Philadelphia had better hope 
Klein is right, because the Super- 
dome was home to Eagles starter 
Carson Wentz’s worst game this 
season before he went out with a 
back injury. 

Bringing heavy pressure amid 
the deafening din of the Superdo¬ 
me, the Saints stifled Wentz in a 
48-7 rout back in mid-November, 
holding him to season worsts of 
57.6 percent passing for just 156 
yards. 

Now comes a rematch in the 
divisional round of the NFC play¬ 
offs, and the Saints must prepare 
to play one of the NFL’s best 
known backups. Foies carried 
Philadelphia to its only Super 
Bowl triumph after Wentz was 
injured last season, and helped 
the recently resurgent Eagles 
survive this postseason’s opening 
weekend with a razor-thin victory 
in Chicago. 

“He’s far from just a plug-in 
player,” Klein said. “Don’t forget 
he won a Super Bowl for them 
last year and he was the MVP of 
that game. So we’re not taking 
him lightly. He’s not just a person 
that is just a backup, reserve type 
of guy. He goes out and when he 
plays, he wins.” 

In some ways, the Eagles are a 
famihar foe, and not just because 
the two teams met on the same 
field just more than seven weeks 
ago. Two of the Eagles’ more 
prominent veterans — safety Mal¬ 
colm Jenkins and running back 
Darren Sproles — both were part 
of multiple Saints playoff teams. 

But Saints coach Sean Payton 
cautioned against any presump¬ 
tion that the vast gulf separating 


the Saints and Eagles back on 
Nov. 18 still exists. 

“They’re a different team than 
we faced, obviously, earlier in the 
year. A different quarterback’s 
playing right now. There is a con¬ 
fidence you see,” Payton said. 
“Our league is game to game.” 

Particularly in the do-or-die 
postseason, when the pressure 
is turned up. Klein stressed that 
the Eagles’ 4-0 record in their 
past four playoff games cannot be 
overlooked. 

“They’ve been in this situation 
before and they know how to win, 
so obviously we’re not expecting 
them to be the same team because 
they’re not,” Klein said. “They’re 
playing really good football right 
now and we’ll just be prepared 
to obviously get their best shot 


and obviously we’re going to give 
them ours.” 

Two of the biggest differences 
the Saints will have to contend 
with in the rematch are Foies and 
Sproles, neither of whom played 
in the previous meeting. 

Saints players and coaches left 
little doubt about their respect 
and admiration for Foies. His 
composure is a big reason why. 

“There’s a confidence level 
he has in operating in rhythm, 
spreading the ball around,” Pay- 
ton said. “He does a great job of 
beating pressure with the throw.” 

In the Eagles’ 16-15 victory on 
Sunday in Chicago, Payton noted, 
“you saw him a handful of times 
with a free rusher coming in his 
face make some throws outside 
the numbers that were real im¬ 


pressive. ... There’s a calmness 
obviously when you watch him 
play that we all see.” 

Added Klein, “You could see 
that he’s poised and he has great 
control of the offense and great 
control of that team. ... He han¬ 
dles pressure well.” 

New Orleans also is wary of Sp¬ 
roles’ ability to produce as a run¬ 
ner, a receiver out of the backfield 
and a punt returner. The Saints 
know from experience. Sproles’ 
2,696 all-purpose yards with New 
Orleans in 2011 remains a single¬ 
season NFL record. 

Now Sproles is 35 and plans to 
retire after this season, but Pay- 
ton hardly sounded inclined to 
underestimate him. 

“He’s a very, very smart player. 
It’s one of his great traits along 


NFC Divisional Playoff 

Philadelphia Eagles (10-7) 
at New Orleans Saints (13-3) 

AFN-Sports 
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with his ability,” Payton said. 
“He’s got very good elusiveness 
and quickness. He’s done a good 
job with their draws and one-back 
run schemes. And obviously he’s 
a dangerous punt returner, but 
someone who’s a special player.” 

Meanwhile, the Saints haven’t 
exactly looked like the jugger¬ 
naut they resembled in midsea¬ 
son, when the Eagles were among 
a string of teams that lost to New 
Orleans by multiple touchdowns. 

During the last five weeks of 
the season, the Saints went 3-2, 
and the average margin of vic¬ 
tory in their past three wins was 
6.7 points. 

Klein said the Saints hope the 
opportunity to self-scout — and 
rest — during their first-round 
playoff bye will help New Orleans 
look its best in the postseason. 

The Saints used last week 
to “look at certain situations 
throughout the season where 
we’ve been not so good and fig¬ 
ure out why and get those things 
shored up,” Klein said. 

“And obviously the time off and 
be able to rest and get some guys 
healed up who’ve been banged up 
the past few games has been very 
important.” 


Wait: Drugs sidelineiJ Gregory; injury slowed Smith 


FROM BACK PAGE 

While Gregory missed the 2017 season. 
Smith finally got on the field — but with 
mixed results as he continued playing with 
a brace designed to compensate for nerve 
damage in his left foot. 

This season, Gregory’s suspension was 
lifted. And Smith’s brace came off Grego¬ 
ry, having missed 30 of 32 games over the 
previous two seasons, had six sacks after 
coming in with just one for his career. 
Smith took over as the play-calling leader 
in the middle of a top-10 defense. 

“It’s what makes us who we are,” Smith 
said. “Everyone has been through some¬ 
thing in their life. Everyone has that edge 
and drive. Once you identify it and find it, 
you have to use it as fuel.” 

Gregory, who has turned down most in¬ 
terview requests this season, was drafted 
late in the second round in 2015 out of Ne¬ 
braska, sliding out of a projected spot high 
in the first round because of off-field con¬ 
cerns. He tested positive for marijuana at 
the combine. 

After saying he wanted to make good on 
a promise to owner and general manager 
Jerry Jones to stay clean, Gregory made it 
through his rookie year without a suspen- 
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sion. He missed four games with an ankle 
injury and didn’t have a sack. 

Gregory’s first sack came in the 2016 
regular-season finale, just before the year¬ 
long suspension was announced. He waited 
an extra six months to apply for reinstate¬ 
ment to improve his chances. Letters from 
teammates, including safety Jeff Heath, 
were part of the application. 

The 26-year-old Gregory occasionally 
misses practice in the middle of the week 
for trips to NFL-mandated checkups, along 
with frequent drug testing. 

“It’s not one of those things where he got 


reinstated so now he could relax,” Heath 
said. “He still has to work his butt off to be 
able to help us out on game days. Every¬ 
body loves him. That’s one of the reasons 
why it was so easy to write that letter be¬ 
cause it was just the truth.” 

Smith went early in the second round a 
year after Gregory, with the Cowboys all 
but certain he wouldn’t play as a rookie be¬ 
cause of the injury sustained in the Fiesta 
Bowl against Ohio State. 

While there were concerns whether 
Smith would even play in the NFL, Dallas 
was confident because team physician Dr. 
Dan Cooper performed the surgery. And 
the Cowboys trusted their training staff to 
stick with the painstaking rehab. 

Smith’s return was celebrated as a mqjor 
milestone, but his struggles left lingering 
doubts while the Cowboys missed the play¬ 
offs a year after an NFC-best 13 wins. 

The 23-year-old’s playmaking in his sec¬ 
ond season on the field has erased many 
of those doubts. Case in point: Smith’s 
69-yard fumble return for a touchdown in 
a win over Tampa Bay that clinched the 
NFC East for Dallas. By the way, Gregory 
caused the fumble with that sixth sack. 

“Ultimately where those guys have 



Ron Jenkins/AP 


Cowboys players Jaylon Smith, left, and 
Tyrone Crawford celebrate a play against 
the Seahawks on Saturday. Smith is 
finally having success on the field after 
painstaking rehab from a coliege injury. 

come from and where they are now has 
everything to do with them, the drive, the 
determination they’ve had to have great 
careers,” coach Jason Garrett said. “Both 
have different stories, but I think that’s the 
underlying theme.” 
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Darron Cummings/AP 


Indianapolis Colts quarterback Andrew Luck, left, fakes a handoff to running back Marlon Mack on Dec. 
23 against the New York Giants. Lately, the Colts have allowed Luck to use his preferred strategy of 
scoring early then relying on a balanced attack and an increasingly stout defense to close out victories. 


Colts using quick starts 
to take control of games 


By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS 
ndrew Luck has done 
some of his most memo¬ 
rable work rallying the 
Indianapolis Colts. 

He’d rather spend the time pro¬ 
tecting leads. 

Lately, the Colts’ have allowed 
Luck to use his preferred strategy 
by scoring early and often before 
relying on a balanced attack and 
an increasingly stout defense to 
close out victories. It’s happened 
each of the past two weeks in cru¬ 
cial games, putting Indy on the 
cusp of a historic milestone. 

“I think it’s discipline, sound 
fundamentals, sound technique, 
it’s converting third downs. It’s 
all of those things,” Luck said 
Tuesday as the Colts try to be¬ 
come the first team to reach a 
conference championship game 
after starting 1-5. “It’s nice to be 
playing with a lead, especially on 
the road.” 

In previous seasons, slow starts 
forced Luck & Co. to climb out of 
some huge holes. 

Sure, Luck thrived in those situ¬ 
ations, engineering 21 game-win¬ 
ning drives in the fourth quarter 
or overtime during his first five 
pro seasons, including a league- 
record seven in 2012 and the sec¬ 
ond-largest playoff comeback in 
January 2014 against the Kanas 
City Chiefs. He added three more 
comeback wins this season, all 
since late October, with the most 
recent coming Dec. 23 against 
the New York Giants. 
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But as the playoff picture came 
into focus. Luck didn’t need a se¬ 
ries of fantastic finishes. 

Instead, during their current 
five-game winning streak, the 
Colts (11-6) have trailed in only 
two games and have not faced a 
deficit larger than 10. Indy led 
wire-to-wire in three of its last 
four victories and hasn’t trailed 
since scoring the go-ahead touch¬ 
down in the final minute of the 
Giants’ game in Week 16. 

The formula could prove par¬ 
ticularly useful at Kansas City 
in Saturday’s divisional round 
game. 

“When you get the lead, you 
can dictate how the game goes,” 
said kicker Adam Vinatieri, who 
owns four Super Bowl rings and 
is expected to appear in his 32nd 
postseason game. “By taking the 
lead, you get to manage the game 
and that’s one of the things I’m 
really impressed with is how well 
the defense has played the last 
couple of weeks.” 


This will be a different kind of 
test. 

The AFC West champion Chiefs 
(12-4) return from a bye week as 
the conference’s top seed, with the 
league’s highest-scoring offense 
(35.3 points) and a lot to prove in 
a lopsided postseason series. 

Kansas City is 0-4 all-time 
against Indy in the playoffs, hav¬ 
ing lost at home following the 
1995 season after securing the 
No. 1 seed and again in 2003, in 
a game that featured no punts. 
The Chiefs also lost in Indy fol¬ 
lowing the 2006 season when 
Larry Johnson, the league’s No. 2 
rusher, gained just 32 yards, and 
again in January 2014 when Luck 
rallied the Colts from a 38-10 
deficit in the third quarter for a 
45-44 victory falling just short of 
the record 32-point comeback or¬ 
chestrated by Colts coach Frank 
Reich in January 1993. 

This time, Kansas City is back 
on its home turf and trying to cre¬ 
ate some new memories. 

But what the Chiefs have seen 
on film is the hottest team in 
football. 

Running back Marlon Mack 
has five 100-yard games this sea¬ 
son, including each of the past two 
weeks, receiver TY. Hilton and 
tight end Eric Ebron continue to 
make big plays down the field, 
the offensive line hasn’t given up 
a sack in two weeks and Luck ap¬ 
pears to be in perfect sync. 

The combination has led Indy 
to wins in 10 of its last 11 games, 
with the last two coming in elimi¬ 
nation games on the road. 



Chargers may use 
7 defensive backs 


By Joe Reedy 
Associated Press 

COSTA MESA, Calif — Gus 
Bradley was successful in coming 
up with a game plan to thwart an 
athletic rookie quarterback mak¬ 
ing his first postseason start. 

The Chargers defensive co¬ 
ordinator’s challenge this week, 
though, could not be more dia¬ 
metrically different. 

A day after Los Angeles ad¬ 
vanced with a 23-17 victory over 
Baltimore in an AFC wild-card 
game, Bradley and the rest of the 
Chargers were beginning to pre¬ 
pare to face the most experienced 
postseason quarterback in NFL 
history in Tom Brady, who will 
make his 38th playoff start for 
New England on Sunday. 

“It’s night and day, there’s no 
doubt about it but we’ve faced 
more Brady types than Lamar 
(Jackson) types,” Chargers coach 
Anthony Lynn said. “It is still 
about us playing fast and making 
plays.” 

Bradley’s game plan to contain 
Jackson remained a big topic of 
conversation on Monday. The 
Chargers went with seven de¬ 
fensive backs on all but one of 
Baltimore’s 59 defensive plays as 
they held Jackson to 54 rushing 
yards. Jackson was 14-for-29 for 
194 yards and two touchdowns, 
but he had completed only three 
passes for 26 yards the first three 
quarters. 

According to Sportradar, the 
58 snaps are the most any team 
has gone with quarter personnel 
(seven defensive backs) in any 
game since the NFL’s Next Gen 
Stats came online in 2014. The 
previous high was 31 by Buffalo 
in a 2016 Week 3 game against 
Arizona. 

Los Angeles had previously 
used seven defensive backs on 15 
or more snaps twice this season. 
They employed it 18 times in a 
Week 7 win at Cleveland and on 
15 plays in the regular-season fi¬ 
nale at Denver. 

“It was a matter of putting our 
seven best, healthy athletes out 
there. The coaches did a great job 
getting us prepared this week,” 
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defensive end Isaac Rochell said. 

Lynn said he was surprised by 
Bradley’s idea to use it the entire 
game and that it led to lots of dis¬ 
cussion with the coaching staff 
leading up to the game, but in the 
end it was the best move to make. 

“We may not always agree, we 
will disagree sometimes, but that 
was a tough one that worked,” 
Lynn said. 

Lynn said a lot of the credit also 
goes to the defensive line, which 
was able to get consistent pres¬ 
sure on Jackson. The Chargers 
got seven sacks, but only rushed 
five or more on three plays. 

With the Chargers down to one 
healthy starting linebacker after 
Jatavis Brown was placed on in¬ 
jured reserve on Monday, it could 
be another week where the same 
strategy could again be used. They 
used two linebackers on only one 
play and had one linebacker on 15 
snaps. The Chargers’ base align¬ 
ment against the Ravens was four 
defensive linemen and seven de¬ 
fensive backs. 

Los Angeles was able to make 
it work because safeties Derwin 
James, Jahleel Addae and Adrian 
Phillips are comfortable playing 
in the box. There were even some 
snaps where James lined up as a 
rush end. 

“We lost two starting ‘Will’ line¬ 
backers (including Denzel Perry¬ 
man earlier in the year) and so we 
thought that was the best move to 
make for this week. We were pre¬ 
pared to go the other direction if 
it didn’t work, but it worked just 
fine,” Lynn said. 



Gail Burton/AP 

Los Angeles Chargers defensive back Adrian Phillips, right, 
celebrates with teammate Rayshawn Jenkins after intercepting a 
pass during the first half of Sunday’s wild-card playoff game against 
the Ravens in Baltimore. The Chargers face New England this week. 
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Patience with DE ' 
Gregory, LB Smith 
pays off for Dallas 


By Schuyler Dixon 

Associated Press 

FRISCO, Texas — Day after day a little more 
than two years ago, Randy Gregory and Jay- 
Ion Smith worked behind the scenes while the 
Dallas Cowboys practiced, the defensive end 
and linebacker hoping to prove their worth. 

Both were considered second-round gam¬ 
bles for vastly different reasons — Gregory 
because of a battle with substance abuse that 
eventually led to three suspensions. Smith be¬ 
cause of a devastating left knee injury in his 
final college game. 

With the Cowboys (11-6) headed to a divi¬ 
sional playoff game Saturday night at the Los 
Angeles Rams (13-3) on a team with a defense- 
first identity, Gregory and Smith are looking 
more like second-round payoffs. 

“Y’all will never understand the hard work, 
the lonely nights ... the dark days that those 
guys had to face through their trials and tribu¬ 
lations,” defensive end DeMarcus Lawrence 
said. “That’s why it’s so much passion in this 
locker room, mostly on the field when we play 
together. We feel like we all had our dark 
days.” 

For Gregory, the darkest days were in the 
months after his third suspension, a yearlong 
ban that also meant he couldn’t be around the 
team. The first two times he was suspended — 
for the first 14 games of the 2016 season — he 
could still work out with the Cowboys. That’s 
when the bond with Smith developed. 

For Smith, it wouldn’t be quite as accurate 
to say the days were dark because his bright 
outlook was one of the things that attracted the 
Cowboys to him during the draft process. The 
former Notre Dame standout couldn’t run or 
jump at the combine, but he could flash a mes¬ 
merizing smile and talk hopefully about his 
future. 

SEE WAIT ON PAGE 30 


Vernon Bryant, Dallas Morning News/TNS 


Cowboys defensive end Randy Gregory (94) celebrates after he recovered a fumble by the Buccaneers on Dec. 23. Gregory, who sat out all of 2017, had six sacks this season. 
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